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before the rumour of tbexn could reach oisr.,climfite%

Her warlike operations would be conducted with, am

energy peculiar to new focicties. She might chuft hicf

enemy, the field, and the moment of her vi^orics. Her
thunder would always difchargc itfelf on coafts whjcrc i]t

was leaft expected, on feas but feebly guarded by diAaojt

ftates. Thofe countries, for the dcifence of which forces

were fent over, would be conquered before they CQuId

be fuccoured. They could neither be recovered by trea-

ties without great facrifices, nor prevented from falUi\^

again under that yoke from which an enfeebled band

had delivered them. The colonies of our abfblute

monarchies would haften, p&rhaps, to acknowledge- a

mafter, who could offer them no condition To vexatious

as that oftheir own government *, or elfe, animated bjr th^

example of the Englifh provinces, they would break the

chain which fattens them fo fhamcfully to Europe-^f;
j

Let nothing then induce the rival nations of England

to precipitate by their fecret counfels, or by clandeftin<»

fuccours, a revolution which can only deliver them from
a neighbouring erjpy, by giving them at a diflance one
m-'ifh more formidable. Why accelerate an event which

xnufl one day fall out from the inevitable concurrence

of fo many others ? for it would be againft the natui^p

of things, that provinces fubordinate to the dominant

nation fhould remain under her empire, after they hav^e

rifen to an equality in population and in opulence.

Thus evei7 thing confpires to that great difmembci'ing,

the precife moment of which it is not given us to fprcfec.

Every thing- leads to it, the progrefs of good in the *iew

hcmifphere, and the progrefe of evil in the old.

Alas ! the prompt and rapid decline of our morals

and our ftrength, the crimes of kings and the calamities

of the people, muft render even univerfal that fatal ca*

taftrophc which is to difunite one world from the other.

The mine is already prepared under the foundatippsi pi
our
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