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Commerce, than aoy Thing vwe m<ft*wlthejthef

in Ancient or Modcr>n>HJ(l:pfy:i tjifr Power, .Jn?

flucnce and RicbcVwef 5Qt/y; CAtfiage, Vemci
Genoa, and H^tani not uj^qepr^d. By the. prudenii

Regulations of the German Hqnfe TiO\vn«, Chej?

not only fecured 'all the Trad^ of their own Couft-r

try to fhemfelves, and cn4nggedthat of the Norfb^

without RivaJs, but they iikewife affociated For
reign Cities fe as to have the Direction of TradQ
6very where, but particularly here,: where theif

Privileges were fo extenfiv^, thait in was with
great Difficulty the Natives broke through them i

and nothing but the Spirit of H(nry VIH. and
the Wifdom of fome Couniellors about his Son
Edward VI. could have delivered us from their

Oppreflion, or opened a Paflage for the Englijb

Traders, to export their own Commodities and
Manufactures, or import thofe of foreign Coun-
tries freely, without paying fuch exorbitant Tri*

butc, to thefe German Monopolizers, as was ab-

folutely inconfiftent with our Intercft as a free

People, and a trading Nation. Such as are cu-

rious may apply themfelves for Information to

Strype*s Memorials, HollingP^ead^ and other

Writers, who have recorded, though very imper-

fedly, the Struggles of our Anceftors upon this

Subjeft. From hence it clearly appears how
deep Reach the Germans have always had, and

how zealoufly they have bent their Endeavt urs to

aggrandize themfelves at the Expence of other

Nations, and to bind them by Treaties, Alliances,

Charters, and every other pofllble Method, to

facrifice their own natural Intereft, to their Friend-

Ihip for the German People. In the Reign of

Queen Elizabeth^ the Power of the Hanfe Towns
was upon the decline, and yet their Spirit remained

unbroken ; they faw, and took Advantage of
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