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KAILWAV LANDS.

Tho coiiipletion of the Wiiini})e<r and Hudson Bay Railway
will render availal)le tor immediate settlement nearly seven

million acres of fertile land on, perhaps, more advantai^'eous

conditions than free homesteads from the Government. Prox-

imity to a railway i.s an uni[uestionahle advantage in any
agricultural country; it is considertMl peculiarl}' so on the

j)rairie, where farming operations are conducted on a more
than usually' large scale, and with the most vigilant regai-d for

economy of time. The intelligent and ente*'[)rising settler

in a prairie country will prefer to pay 8s. or lOs. an acre for a

farm within conxenient reach of a railway than to aecei)t one

as a gift from the Government situated a day's drive away.
These lands will therefore come into active demand as soon

as they are throv,:! open to settlement.

One hundred miles of the railway will be completed and in

operation before the close of the current year, tVom Winni[)eg

nearly t(j Fairford, on the little Saskatchewan, and running
througli the most desirable tract of land in the Northwest
for mixed farming. Thriving settlements extend all alonu' the

route. The lands given m aid of the railway are, by Order-in-

Council, appoi'tioncd in alternate townships of 3<*> sections,

instead of alternate sections only — a concession made to no
other railway in Canada. This will facilitate setJement, as

the privilege of selecting adjoining lots will encourage coloniz-

ing companies wlu* desire to group themselves in compact
counnunities.

(illEATNKSS OF TlIK NORTHWEST.

From the Rept)rt of a Select Committee of the Senate of
Canada, on thr Natural Food Products of the Northwest
Territories, Session l8o7 :

—

" Your Connnittce cannot conclude this Report without
expressing to this Honorable House their sense of the great

value of tliese Northwest Territories to the Dominion of

Canada, and from the evidence taken, which incidentally ex-

tends beyond the scoj^e of your instructi(jns, they are forced to

the conchision that nowhere has Nature showered blessing's

with a more bountiful hand than in the Canadian Northwest.
A.I)out 6U(>,0()() s(|uare miles of arable and pastoral land sofMu

])repared by the hand of God for the homes of eivilized men.
No rock or stump prevents the immediate cultivation of the
soil, while beneath the surface ai'e vast stores of fuel from
former forests, side by side with extensive deposits of iron


