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and the oxtontiioa of Ui.j juri.silielion of llui Couvts of l.'ppcr Canaela over the territories west of the McmoraiKlnm on

Ivicky Ahnintain.s had alivaily |ir,jveil iiiool ii.dvanta'_'eoiis to the Hiulsoii's I'.av (:oin])aiiy, which had at
{..''"^'o"'* '^">'

...1 ,• ill ..,.., " ^ J' Compniiv.
the same tiiiii; receivtMl the [invihyc (.1 tniilinj: iii tliiil ('miiitry, to the exclusion of all other British J.

siihjectd. <!reat ellorts were mailo and vast expenses were incurred by this Company in its elfvts

ta fcjund Setth'mcnts on the Columhia Itiver, and to acipiire inihienee over the natives of the surround-

in,!; eo.iii try
; and so sui'fessful have been those effoits that the citizens of the United States were

obHi;ed not only to renounce all ideas of renewiii},' their establishments in that part of America, but

even to withdraw their vessels from its coasts. Indeed, for more than ten years afiiir tlie cajiture of

Astoria by th..' I'.ritish, scarcely a single American citi/cn was to lie seen in those countries. Tradinjj

expeilitions wi.ire subseiiuenlly maile from Missouri to the liead-\\alcrs of the I'latte and the Colorado,

within the linn'ls of California, and one or two b.-jiidreil Imiiters and trajniers from the United States

were wnerally roving through thai rugiim
; but the Aiiciicaus had no Settlement of any kind, and

tlieir (>ijvcrnmetil exercis(;d no juiisdictioii whatsoever \\esl of the liocky Mount, liiis.

' Under such favourable eircumstanees, the Ifudsou's li.iy Coijijiany could not fail to [U'ospcr.

Its resources were no longer wasted in dis)iules w't.h rivals; its njierations were conducted with di.sjiatch

and certainty ; its posts were extended, and its means of comi lunicalion were increased, under the

assurance that the lionour of tlie I'.ritisli ( lovcriiineiiL and nation vas thercliy more strongly interested

in its behalf. The agent.? of tlic ('oinpany were sren in evciy part of the Continent -north and norlli-

west of the United States and Cinada. from the Atlantic to the I'aeilie,—hunting, tra]i|iiiig, and trading

v,itli the aborigines. Its buats were met on eveiy stream and l,d<(^ cenveying lirilish goods into tlie

interior, uv furs to the great dejiositoiies oti each ocean, to ship to Knglaml in liritish vessels ; and the

utineist erder and reg\ilarity were muilit.iined tlironghoul ly tlie supremacy of [hitisli l.iws, ( tf the

trading-posts many were lortilied, and euulil lie defeiuleil by their inmates—men inured In hardships

and dangers—against all attacks whii'h might be apprehend'.: ' ; and the whole vast ex]i!in.se of territnry

aVnive described, inclmling the regimis dtaiued by the Columbia, was, in fact, ocetipied ly Ihitish

farces ait.i governcid by I'rili-ih laws, th'uigh there was not a single llritish soldier, technically .spiaking,

witliin its limits."

The Hudson's Vk\\ Cajinpnny possessed, in 1S44, twenty-two forts or estahlishments

west of the Kooky Mountaitis, of wliieli several were situated on the eoasts.

On the River Cohitnhia were Fort A'aneouver, Fort Walla-walla, Fort Okinagan,

Fort Colville; on the liiver !>aptiii or Lewis, a hraneh of the Columbia, were Fort IJoise

and Fort Hall.

To the south of tlie Ci)lnnihia River were Fort George, whieh occupied the site oi'

the former settlement of .\sloriit, and Fort Unupia, near tiie mouth of the L'nupia River,

whieh enters the Faeide about ISO miies soutli of the Columbia.

At Paget Hound was i'ott NTasqually, near uliieh place also tlic Company had a large

agricultural estabiisliment.

At tlie entrance of Fraser's River was Fort Fjanglcy, and further north were Fort

Alexandria, and Fort JI'Lauglilin on the coast.

In It'di), a grant of Vancouver's Island was made to the Company by the Crown, I

but, in 1859, the island wa.: '•esuniod by the Crown, and was made a Colony.

In 1808, the Company su. tulered their remaining territorial rights to the Crown.

and the territory over which those rights extended, under the title of Rupert's Land,

was subsequently admitted into and became part of the Dominion of Caua<'a.


