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been in their situation, the expectation of having my
quarters beat up would have prevented me from sleeping

very sound. From the 31st, things wore another face in

town ; the Yankees were no longer held in a respectable

light ; our success at least was equal to a reinforcement of

500 men ; the garrison was in high spirits and wished for

nothing more than a second attack. Never were people

more alive or watchful ; for my part I never thought the

enemy could be brought to a second attack, though, for

example sake, I hardly ever lay at my own house at night

;

on duty for a great part of the winter every second day,

never less than the third day, and nobody in the garrison

ever took off his clothes, and the men of the militia who
were not for guard the next day, always assembled at

pickets in the evening, in order to turn out, if necessary, at

a moment's warning. Thus we remained the remainder of

the winter, always on the qui vive. The army ofthe rebels

retreating, for as they all had engaged only to certain

periods, so when their time was up, many insisted on going

home, and those were replaced by others ; nor do I think that

troops of that kind can be ever formidable, for as they only

engage for a year or a year and-a-half, as soon as they know
anything, they are discharged, and as their officers are

very little their superiors in point of birth, they cannot

enforce the respect which is necessary to keep up proper

discipline ; and, indeed, I believe also that the Quebec
expedition will make them heartly sick of engaging in war
out of their Provinces, as I do not think, by all accounts,

they could have lost by sickness loss than 500 men in the

course of the winter ; the small-pox also raged violently

amongst them, and of those we had taken prisoners, not

less than 200 were cured of that disorder. A great part of

their army was also composed of Europeans ; on these they

had the greatest reliance, and with some reason, the same
spirit that caused them then to emigrate would naturally

operate in every other circumstance of life. Of the prisoners


