
'•'.'•'I "i"li > llial w;is tl.,..i (.lH>liill(lin«;. thus
bniirfiiif; to a dost- an institution which iiail
-erv(.(l tlio ()w)|)l.. of its y„nh Amoricni
colony almost ciiihty years.

'"""'"- 'lii'^ ^;i period silver l-rcnch•oms licKan witli a (I.hiv.. oI 1 , xiv
'I.Ucd February ll.ih, IilTn. i,,r a si.vcr coin'
"1 about •;(. ,cnis ol- our mm.ucv. ha, now
^aliicil. Iroiii :, iiiniiisiiiaiic ),„iiit of view
:il about Jl'Uii.iiu.

\ovcn,l„.r isth I.;:.', was the ,laic oC an
'"'I' ' '"<•

:> •„in of aliout 1.-, cents, wliich
1-^^ now worth about *:'.-,.nu ii i„ ^,,(.,1 con-
oMion,

A copper coin aiitluirixcd bv ord.M-in-coim-
<'! '" -March iltli. 1717, is.ued ai a valu,.
under J cents of (uir money, if in -o„(| con-
dition would now briuK $L'lln.(iu at auction.

.\ decree of .luth January, 1744, provided
lor two bronze coins, one of 4 cents value
the other of J c.nts: tlie former is now
worth about *.-..(l(i. while the latter would
hrint,'- .'fion.un.

Change of Flag

On July -Cth. 17.-.,s. at LouisburK: on Sen-
tember l.ith, 17.^,9. at Quebec; on Jnlv l'4tli
at NiaKMra, and on September Sth. 17t!n -it
.Montreal

"The last day came, and I'.ois le (irand
Beheld with misty eyes

The (hiK of France run down the stall
And that of KiiKlaml rise.'-

With the change of sovereign and Mag itwas inevitable that a change in coinage
would iilso follow. We have already poiut-
ed out what happened to the card' monev
of the f pencil regime. The silver and g.dd
coinage, however, was on a belter basi.s
as an international means of exchange ind
did not cause tlie hardship to those 'who
h^ld It that tiie card money did during the
first f,'w years of ISriiish occupation.

.
The iKibitant, by necessity a frugal folk

111 conse(iuei,cc of the conditions existing in
( anada up to and since the c(ui(iuest. had
loiig known the difference in the purchasing
va hie of card money and that of siUvr and
Kold, but hundreds of thou-ands of francs
of card money were in .irculaiion, while
silver and gold was very carefully kept out
of sight. Hy this time. also. Portuguese
and Spanish money had drifted in throii-h
dealings wit), tin- Itritish American colonies
and thes,- coins had a sonn^what better
standing than card money, but owing to
tlieir distance from country of issue the
state of war of , ..ins and fluctuations

i" llie success or lailur of the anus of
tliese c.Hintries. the value of a given coinwas pi-ohlematical. to >my the least.

Repudiation Reversed

The decision '.y the Conncil-in-SUite inraiKv to redeem the ca;d monev in circu
ation was ju.leed a blessing to the babi
lant. and was the means of a great deal
ol What was looked upon for some years
as almost to continue t(» hold if

'

tlii.s
redemption enabled the useless holders inmany cases to turn the silver and gold
'eceive.l to.- it into savings and bide it
•'«ay iiie broken teapot or the old stock-
;ng hecanie the bank of the habitant, and
II all accounts are true, continued for long
.vears to exercise that function, Bv thetune the card money was all redeemed itwas estimated that there was in Canada
I that IS, the Province of Quebec as it is
today, with a scatt.Ted population in parts
ot Ontario! at least a million pounds .ster-
Mig hidden away in the First NationalBanks ot the Habitant-thai is. the old

;L"':'Vi'5'^ •""' teapots -say. by the vears
1 I '>')-! 1,0.

-Mnong I be lirst Acts proclaimed by thenew Legislature of lx>wer Canada in 179-
was one reviving the legality of wampum"aiming at tlie relief in part of the need otsmall change.

The mixed gola and .silver coins of other
than French and Briti.sh mints continued
to give trouble in arriving at anything like
a lair valuation. In 179,i an Imperial re-u-
atinn fixing the value upon a standard
hased npou tlie average intrinsic worth of
the gold and silver coins of Great Britain
I- ranee, Spain, Portugal and the United
States, and this brought a measure of relief
from uncertainty in the matter.

There was another need, which at times<ame in a great deal of a-itation for a
-solution the matter of copper coins. Manvami various were the attempts to relieve the
constant cry for coins of low values. The
tokens, as they are called, issued bv firms
and individuals, partly for the relief of aneed, and partly for the net profit, wouldmake an interesting collection. Some of
these were purely of a business nature
representing a loaf of bread, the tax for
crossing a bridge, the card of, membersliin
'11 a club, a glass of St. Leon Water and
111 lat(-r years a railrtid ticket, and many
linns simply used them as an advertisement
and accepted tiiem in part payment of pur-chases at their stores.
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