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T/ze Sou///ia/ Lijidures
yards (nirlirard, what ricli vrsturr lias not swept tliroui^di

llitiii, what nohlf thouy^nts and hitjh liopcs have net ron-
titifd in tlirir sili-nci'- And on thr dirty steps where the chil-
dri'n sit and play and thmw their refuse into the water, what
car[)etsha\e not Ijeen spread, what proud teet have not pressed
to pass into th.' gondola and join the' triumphant processional
of \'c nice in her prime-

iUit wliat of ancient Venicef We sometimes despair ot

re-rreatiti',^ her. We ponder on Riaho, we watch her lights
trom the lairoons, we s^ro in and out amon,i>-her calli, peerinjj
into door and courtyard, climbiny- an outer stair, penetra-
ting till' recesses of sotto-pcrtico or cellar; and many records
wi- find ot the life which once she lived, but all helons^ to the
Venice ot that second a^^,., when she was alrt'ady an esta-
blish. d city. Wi' cannot depopulate her and see at^Min that
company of islands i^rathered losjfeiher in the lajj^oon, of va-
rious shapes and si/.es, some covered with wood and under-
tjrowtli, others risint,-- with bare backs from the water, with
lar^re and lonely f)utposts lyint; at irreater distance liere and
there. Vet now and au^ain come days when the spirit even
of this remoter period returns to its well -niyhforvjotten grave,
the (1 lys when X'eiiice lies under the rule of the rain-
clouds. I he inner waterways of the city lie dead like opaque
marble under the dancinir drops; but down the ways that
lead from tlie lai,'-oons the wind pours stronf,"- and restless

from tile SI a, beatinir the water against the walls and into
the damp vaults, a challenge from the sea to the city, from
the sea unbridled and insurgent—yet not insurgent, for it has
never submitted to her sway. Within Venice, along the
slippery streets, then^ is gloom and desolation; the sun is

the only visitor to whom her heart stands ever open; she
would shut tier gates it she could to these wild beings ot

cloud and wind, these houseless, grey pilgrims that, at no
bidding ot liers, come and claim lodging with her as they
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