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letter which appeared shortly after the equipmnrt. Otiier prairie roads, the bis-
last general election, which tells what the tory of which is easily obtainable, have
truth is in 1908-a truth very different been buit for $15,000 to $20,000 a mile-
from the predictions made in 1903. 1 can- se that this read has cost, or will cost,
flot but wonder whether that letter came double the price of these others.
forth spontaneously on the date on which Now, this road hias flot been under any
it was written, I cannot but wonider s pecial disadvantage. It is impossible te
whether the government had any previous ci aim f or i t the consideration that might
inkling as to the demand that was about have been clairned for the first transconti-
te be made upen tbem -and 1 cannot but nental railroad. The country to-day is a
wonder whetber there %vis any agreement very different country from what it w'as in
between the government and the writer cf issi. This railroad, in its prairie section,
that letter prier to tie last general elec- does iiot pass through a xviltl and uninlîab-
tion which migbht account for the excessive lýited wilderness. Al the xvay from Winnipeg
activity of the Grand Trunik, activity di- t,) Edmnonton it gees over fertile and inhab-
rccte(l ail iii favour cf one cf two great ited country. There is flot a single point
p)olitical parties iii this ceuntry. That is on the line between these divisional places
something that we would like te kneov about \vhere the construction w ork bas net been
before this discussion is ever-just wben readilx- accessible. To briiig in mate-
it w-as that the Finance Minister and his rials, te bring in supplies, lias been
celleagues first had word te the effect a very simnple matter for this cein-
tlîat additional assistance weuld be neces- pany ini censtructing the prairie sec-
sarxt te this cemipany. that tbe cempany 1tien. Supplies ii) the woy of food for tbe
would ask semething far an)d beyend wbatl men workingý on the road, of cats anid liay
xvas ever expected under the original con- for the herses, andi ail that is required can,
tract. \Vell, we rentember the original te a very considerable exteot, be obtained
centract. We remember tbe cstimated teo-day along the Iine as it is bcbgý built.
cost ef the prairie section was frelin AI, Mihen you think aise of the g-reat
$18,000 te $20,000 per mîile. But what illîcase iii population, the large ainount cf
dees the letter of Mr. Hays disclose? It labeur tliat is made available, you carinot
admits that, according te the dlairi of but conclude, if yeu compare the conditions
the cempany, that read lias cest $35,000 pur under which this prairie read bas been bliilt
miile. Tbirty-five tliousai)d per mile fer -with the conolitions under whiich the
a read built over the prairie portions ef pioncer prairie rends m-ere but that
Manitoba, Saskatchewanî and Alberta. Iii-. tbis road had every advanta-e wbicli
stead cf having, as w-as expected, a capital would make towards 'econemy, wbvile the
expeuîditure under $20,000,000, we have a carly roads had every disadvaîîtage wliich
capital expenditure ef over $32,000,000, would make toward lîighi exîtense. Anîd yct
and tîmat represents inerely the cest cf the tbe early roads bave been built for a far
roa(l ani does iiet iiielude an ytbi ng fer soualler fig-ure thoan the ameutnt, wiîicb, it
equnit cf rolliîîg stock-a read that is claimed, has gene iîîto the prairie sectieon

net repaed t ca ry raffie c f the Grand Trunk Pacifie Railroad.
Now, our first iiir eldbe as te But it is claiîned that this is a sup-

wliat lias actually gene into that road. crier rcad. Mr. Hays, in lus letter, gives
Here is what wc are told lias ,ene into it: by way of excuse that the gevern-
The proceeds cf the three per cent gev- ment bas forccd hirn te build a super-
ernment guarantee bonds, $1i,N08,000, rep- ber road. Well, that îwas in the er-
reseîîting cash te the extent cf $13,- iginal centract, it was perfectly well un-
000 per mile, bias first gene i.nto that, dersteod in advance. It was thcroughly
censtructien. We have been told that ai understood, when the estimates were given
second issue of bonds teck place on the 1of this road. that a superior road was de-
undertaking cf the Girand Trunk Pacific, Imanded, was expected, was iotended. But
with the guarantee cf the Grand Trunk I do ot think we have as yet had submitted
Raiiway, and that this second issue cf ti this House any preof cf the fact that this
bonds resulted iii putting $9,602,000 into is a superior road. Have we been shown
that prairie sectioni. We have heard that as te grades, for example, how much of that
the Grand Trunk themselves dlaim to have road is comparativelv level? Have we been
advanced $7,094,000. And, last cf aIl, we sbown what is the ruling grade or the maxi-
are înformed that it will require $3,594,000 mum grade? And, as te the curves of the
in addition te conîplete tue construction rcad, have we been shown how much cf the
cf the prairie section. Se that, aIl told, rcad is straight, what are the degrees cf cur-
$32,197,351 has gene into, or will go irite, vature and what are the sharpest curves?
that read, including interest up te Janu- Ail these factors cf railroad building can he
ary 1, 1910, if the estimate cf the cempany reduced te mathemnatical statements, and
is te be accepted as reliable. That, yen can be submitted; and it shouid be possible
will see, is $35,000 per mile-$35,000 per for the government, in making this claim,
mile for the read without one locomotive, te be able te demonstrate. by facts, figures
one car, or any attempt at relling stock and profiles, that this road is really super-

Mr. ÂMES.


