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&ne gýg and littirti eûnîtiottr'

à-Ynext Asseînbly tliere wvi1 be nearly
'~~70 mninisters ou this fund, and this

would require about $14,000 to pay thec
paltry allowance of $200 a year, wluereas
only about $11,000 were received in 1889.
Why is it necessary h Because the salaries
of xnaost of our mninisters hiave not been
adequate te nicet the e-xpenses of their
position, and te lay up anything- for old age
and retirement. In several cases, for over
twenty years of excessive toit, their salaries
only averaged froiu $400 te $600 a year
white having te keep a hucrse and support
a faniily. And whvlen thecir salaries were
larger in tWns and cities, their expenses
'yreatly increased. by rents, fuel, and aiding
the poor, etc., se thiat several ]lave hadl te
spend fruin q,5,000 tu $10,000 beyund their
salaries te mieet the e.xpenses of thieir posi-
tien; and that whvlile deveting tlheir wvhole
thne and strength ie the -work of the
churcli and beingr amongst the hardest
toilers and inest successful workers in the
coluntry-workingD frein 12 te 15 heurs a
day for 40 te 50 years, after a severe course
of preparatery study of frein seven te ten
years ; and then gathering i several theu-
sands jute the iiueinbership of the cliurchi,
besides laying the foundations of many of
the prosent congregations. Seme of' these
ien mighit have mande a large ainount of

înoney or property, hiad they turned aside
frein tlieir propur work to deal in real estate
as sonie hlave donc. But they feared
that their usefulnoss -would be impaire(!
thereby, and %were more anxieus te pro-
mete the Divine glory than te inake
mneney. And are thley te bc allowed te
suifer becau.se of their conscientiousness,
after devotiîîg tlueir -%v1îo1e lives te the ad-
vancement of the Presbyterian chureli -in
Canada? Is it righit for the wealthy men
of oui chivrch -'. allow suici a state, of
things te exist? lias net the King of Zion
laid the duty of advancg bis cause equally
upon all his peeple? Should net ahi Chiris-
tians realize that all they hiave belongs te
Christ, and sheuld. bc used in such a way

as best to promnote his glory î The Great
llecad of the churchi made ample prvso
for 1ii servants under tha old. dispensation,
wliho hiad far less workz to de, anîd that only
for 30 ycars. And Hie identifies Ilimself
with ]lis servants stili, and enjoinîs on his
people to properly sustalu tiem, and
promises his special blcssing to those whvlo
honour Mfin in luis servanits,-1 Cor. 9, 1-14.

Whelin they devoted themselves to the work
of the ministry they did net expect wealth,
but they liad a right to expect that their ex-
penses w'ouild be met, and that tliey would be
able io lay. up a modest cenipetence for old
age. But ia maný cases this lias not been
realized. Near]y forty years age, regulat ions
were made by the Aged Ministers' Fund Coni-
inittee that $10.00 per year of service should be
paid to ministers on1 the fuind,-thiat is, after
40 years of service or more, eachi annuitant
should receive $400 per annuni. But the coin-
M ittee have neyer hiad the ineans to pay this
very moderate sum.

in order to insure that annuity of 810.00 par
year of service, N'e require a capital fund of
over $200,0W0 besides the yearly contributions
of congregations, and the yearly rates of
thie ministers. This suin would only yield
about $10,000 a year, whiereas the committee
need over $20,000 te pay even 1$300 pe annum
to, say, 70 ministers in future. Thle ministors
should pay on an average at least $8 or $9
rate per annum, whichý would yield about
$5,000 a year. ien if the attention of ail the
eongregatiouîs Nvere called to, the duty of con-
tributing- te this fund yearly, wve mighit expeet
froin ',5,000 to $7,000 from. that source. We
stiould îîot rest until we havo $25,000 for
yearly aninuities; tliat is more than twice as
muchi as wye have now. Vie General Assemibly
lias sanctioned the raising of a capital of at
least $200,000, but as yet the, agent. Rev. Wm.
Burns, lias scarcely obtained thie one-fourthi
of this aueuint in subscriptions, and only a
very small arnount in cash. Thiere need be
ne difficulty for our church to raise $200,000
or even $300,000 for this fund,-if our wealthy
nmen take the lead and contribute as God bas
prospered thien. One meiluber in the Eastern
Provinces contributed $20,000 te, the fund in
the east, anîd we believe a gentleman in the
Western Section of the churchlibas promised
to give $20,000 Nvhen the comnmittee shall have
raised 8200,000. Now, ten of our men each
giving $20,000 would provide the sum. first
nained; twenty, $10,000; or f orty, 85,000. Surely
we have forty richi men who would contribute
the amount, and then others supplement it by
$2,000, $1,000, $500, $100, etc., till -%'e reach
$3fl0,000, and thus make, the matter secure.
Surely we have 2,000 or more wealthy men
%vho could easily contribute the whole of this
amount te be paid in three or four yearly in-


