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but a poor woman. To conversation, whero &
want of feeling, or a want of attention to the
feslings of another, finds an imaginary impunity
inthe phrase, tin but a joke, ‘T conformity to
the world in religious faunlics, where Ytis but a
little music, or ’us but a quadrille, is inteaded
as an act of toleeation fur a concest or a ball. It
may als0 apply to the gentler Inws of charity,
where an unlavorable opivion is farmed of ano.

the study of haliness, in searching the scriptures
scek for him in youth,  For o he have sad, |
am sought of them that asked not for o, and
found of them that svught me not, liow tmuch
more will he reveal limnell to thues who scek
hun with thewr youug hieats, with the first as.
pirations cf their souls !

Many plead for mmproper indulgences, by
saying, Yisbul this once ; by which fweans they

ther, and we feel satisfiod, pechaps, with say.
ing, 'tis but a mistake, a nisconception, o an

error.  Though an apology may be very proper

i such a ease, yet no apology can ever tepair
sainjury, or soften tho anguish to which our
mistake, or error in judgmeut, may have given
vise ; no capacity the most obtuse ; no imbecil-
ity the most glaring, can ever muke the amende
koworable for a breach of the law of charity.

So much for the playful part of our subject,
aod for the minar cvils on which it bears.  But
the line though short, might yet futhom the
depths as well ag the shallows cfour deceilful
beatts, and bring up thence much of the oozo
aad mud of inhenint depravity.  In that sacred
yolume which contains lessans of universul ap-
plication to all hearts, in all ages, we mnay trace
the unhappy tendency of the bumup mind, to
diminish the estent or mngnitugie ol inoral evil,
by the use of this ur similur diminutives. As
the case of the Lrother of the putriarch who
pleaded for a devoted city of old, anymg, * lagt
not a little ona 7 In the case of the Syrian
soldier, wha oo sllecting all the cooluess und
freshuess of Abana and Pharphas, first contem-
aed the waters of lsvael, and even afler expe
tiencing their vivifying and health-giving influ’
eace, sl pleaded for the use of 2 ’tis but, say
fag, ¢ When [ bow dowa inthe bouse of Rime
mon, the $.md pardon thy servant ja this thing.’
Again, in the case of Saul, who having spared
the herds and flacka of the Amnlekiles,answgled
the prophet’s repraof with s onlyto sactifice
tothe Lord thy Gud.”  In all these instances
sach might bave said, “tis but a little one, tis
but to bow, ’tis but to sacrifice, and thereby
nave sought impunity for his sin.  But whatever
indulger.ces idolatry ot supentition may permi
.0 their votatics, there cre no dispensativns is-
sued by the moral law. He that vflends in one
sint is guilty of all.  Thou shait nut bow dewn
‘o them nor worship them. Behold, to cbey s
titer than sucrifice, and to hearken, than the
_lood of rams. L )

1a considering the vse which is made of this
angerous little palliativo in early life by the
soughtless and careless, s respects the con.
eras of eternity, how awful and affecting
_y beits consequences! ’'Tisbul my tenth|
tloarteenth year may some foolish youag per-
n be disposed to say, and thereluore time e-
sugh to think of death and the grave,, of hea-
en andthe worldto come. Bt ‘know_yéu not
" _tman cometh up as a‘flower and is cat down?
o the morning it springeth up and Rourisheth—
_the evening—how otfen before the noon, it is
ot down and withered. Or even shouid hfe be
.olonged, how many are its cares and its trials,
-1 where shall you go in the day of deed for
_Jernees and sympathy, if in youth you seek
. s inlerest in Him who is « The Friend of
efriendless and the faint 2 He loves them

tlove him, and they that seek him early shall
s him. Let your young aflections be fixed
pon him now —now let the desires of your heart

|these aro to be fuund in ubundauce w the tloly

creato an evil habit, which may afterwards
prove destructive to the moul,  And a tis bul
as to timo—it has been remarked, has led to
procrastnation and fenrful conscquences.
Temptatinns and triuls present themselves to
all.  Young Chinstians, therefore, in such cir-
cumatances, should have ther winds” strength.
ened by tho contemplation of great examples,

Scriptutes.  In the lustory of the church ulso
they wre not wanting, and often prescut them-
selves in circumstunices ol penl, to wlich we 1
our happier days huve no huzard of bemg expo-
sed. Think then my young Irieuds of the con-
duct of the first behevers 1 the midst of persy
cotion, pruscuption. torture, and dewth.  Reo-
callto miwnd how unpotent was the whole pres
sure, of the whole puwer, of the mightiest au”
thonty that ever ruled on easth, to compsl the
Romwun Chntian to suyy s bul—** *I'1s buttwe
gramms of inctnse cast upon the altar of the 1dul,
and the sword of the persecutor will be sheath-
ed.” ‘Thuse two grums of mncense nv human
urgency could extract fiom him.  ‘The power ol
man may crush the buues ond muscles of s
vicum, or lacerate the fibres of hus heart 5 but it
canoot touch the mdomtable will 5 it cannot se.
ver the soul from its purpose: it caunot separate
Letween the spirit und stv God. s guuf was
supported by strength superior to thut of man,
by the ommiputency of his Savieur, Heuce
cues the heaveuly energy—ithe feariees faith—
the blanchliess coursge—the fixed regolve.—
Neither princedoms por dominiwns havo power
ovirthese, and the Chrstian witth the Apo:tle,
exclaime, * I cando all thngs through Chrst,
which strengtheneth me.”  £%4il. v, 13,
—‘*.-.
THE TRUE FRIEND.

“FRIENDSHIP improves happiness and abates
mioer{. by doubling our joys and dividing our griefs.”

s How valuable is utrue friend:” said Amelia
to her mamma, asthey walked in the shrubbery
1 have often heard my dear papa say to you,
¢ there are very few rcal friends in the world.? »
“ Yes my dear Amelia, your papa only mention-
ed what all will exgerience, if they  live lopg
enough. True frinds graw not on every bough,
and they are teuly happy who posses them, for
they contubute greatly to the comfort and hap-
piuess of human hfc.

sWithout a friend
The world is but & wilderness.””®

“But, mamma, why ate true frinds s0 scarce;”
¢ Thers areso_many Qqualities necessary in
the composition of a friend, that it is difficult to
find them in one and the same individual. A
friend should be disioteredted, warmly attached,
wise and virtuous, of an open and ingenious dis-|
position, fathful in giving and receiving advice:
tender, genernue, and sympathizing; catitled to
greatconfidence,an eacimy toslsnder snd insinu-
ation, and fixed and unchangeable 1n his regard.
Mr. Collier remarks—*We should keep four
things open to a friend; our heart, vur counte-
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nance,our house,and,ns fur as ve prudantly can,
our purae.’ I could add mare, but you will see,
my cld, that thete ure but few who poisess
these requistes, und honce the scarcity of faithe
ful triends.

“ Pray mammas, have ! not ycen lotters ad-
dressed to you, subsctibed, yeur sincere friend,
yous sttached friend2”

¢ You bave my dear; hut this is often done
more from cliquelle, than from reality, and wo
ought nat lo suspect such persans of susincerity,
until we have proved them to be falsc.

st | remember many instunces of frindship in
the course o' my reading. ¢ No doubt, those of
David and Jonathan, aud Damou and Pythias,
and many others, ate dehighttul instances of sin-
cere and unalterable attachment. And there ate
un doubt at the present tune, many cases of a
sitilar pature.”

* I am glud to hear you say so, for I have
thaught very ofien what' 1 would give to huve a
real tiivnd.”?

“ Well! Amelia, now what would you give?

“ Give? Mamma,l wonld give s hundicd
pounds if [ hud thet sum.”

“ A hundred pounds, child, why you forget
what Dr. young says:—

A world 1 purchase of a friend is gain.”

“Well, I wauld gwve the world then, if I could
have a true, uffectionate, siucers friend »

“ ¥ could tell you where you might find such
a friend; one that wonld never decewe you,
who would love you tendeily shelp you in all your
dificulties, comfort you mall yonr afihictions
and troubles; and what is niwre, provide for you
here. and ensure your future happiness.”

* Oh! mamma, what isthe name ofthat fricnd?
Isita lagy ‘
s« No.”

“ A gentleman! where does hio live

“ 1 suppose, Ameli, that you, like Cowper,
would go and sec lnm dizectly

* That ¥ would, without losing & moment, Y
would go this very mght *

** Heo would rejoice in your visit, but he would
require more for his friendship, than yos would,
1 fear, be gisposed to give.”

** Oh! mamma, do tell me
and papa’s fnend?™

*¢ 1 trust, my dear, he is—We age reccivieg
many thiugs from hun every day. Indeed. 'ws

¢

. lsheyour fricnd

have nothing but what came from him»® > 3
¢« What will he require of me?? &
 Your hieart, your son}, your all.” -

 Ah'dear mumma, | know what Friend yows
mean; it1s Jesus Christ.” |
“ ‘The very same, he is the Friesp, the only
able, conslunt, erevlasting Friend.” Que that
ab:deth faithful and cannot deny himself. Hap-
py should I bo, my dear child to sce you
carnestly seeking the friendahip’ of the l.ord
Jesus Christ. O what a Friend is ke to poor
guilty sinners!  To save them He luft heaven
and came into our world, becagpe u man or-
tows, auddied on the accursed tree § Herein
is love—disinterested love—love Licyond thought,
Tn Him sre hid all the trea-ures of’ wisdom and
knowledge. He is a mercitul aud Githful High
Priest, bis heart is always foll of tenderness.
te is the unsearchable giit. Al the riches of
grace and glory are open for the supply of the
wants of s people.  Go tu Him, dear Anielia;go
tonight. The sooner you go to $im, the secuer
you will be happy. Coine Ict us sing that sweet

v forth towards him. In prayer, in praise, in

hywo of Mr, Newton?



