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-it is flot possible for any one schooled in British ideas of the
sanctity of property to read that passage, and other passages of
the learned judge's judgment, without a twinge.' " Fe should flot
indeed! The learned judge says, "if '-he Legislature had
eixosen to confisate--the word that is used-the farmn of the
plaintiff iilhout any compensyation they would have hiad a per-
feet right to do it, in law if flot in morals, " or, as a learned judge
likd previowsly ironically remarked, ''without lieing bound hy
the' law whivh seiys, thou shait flot steal.''

It is well that, at last, through the press, the note of alarin
bhas been sounded, even in a quarter f rom. wrhich every encourage-
ument lias been given to those engaged in bringing about the
dlanger now apprehended. We hope also that those nibers .of
the Legislature who have the courage to think for theniselves
will carefully %veigh the responsibility whichi attaches to thei
before they undertake to exercise the enormnous p>~swhieh
they are, noNv deelared to possess.

Those who have made P'. study of this subjeet are flot sur-
prised that the Dominion Governnient bias been asked to disallow
the 1lydro-Electric Commission Act of 1909 on the ground that
the legalizing of the municipal contracts already adjudged to bc
illegal, the declaring that they shahl not be open to question in
any Court, and the staying forever , pending suits whieh would
have sueceeded in the cou rts, must have the effect of ixnpairing
thec crodit of the seecurities of Uanada in the l3ritish market, and,
1 presuine, on the further ground that the staying of actions is
an infringement of the inherent right of every British subjeet,
sud affects tixe administration of justice, which is not included
aniong the powers of provincial legisiatures heing of eouirse a
inatter of Federal jurisdiction.

I enclose an article froni the Finaticial Post of recent date,
1hh think states the case as to disallowance with mueh force,

and which may have escaped your attention.

Shanty Bay. W. E. O'IBRIqm.


