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enjoyed as compared with the retailer.
The latter was compelled to pay duty on
bis goods, apar1 from the hiarassing delays
cident to custois regulations, while the
former could get his books duty free, the
postl office suilicing as his slipping
agent, fieight carrier, Custom House,
and Custoi House broker. Tihis in-
justice was happily done away wiith by
the present tariff regulations, but not
til] after repeated 'representations on the

part of the leiding dealers.

At the recent convention in Chicago re-
solutions vere adopted wlth reference to
general abuses which have deimoralized
the book-trade of late years, and urging
the necessity of reforn. Those who re-
member the attempt made soine years
ago to check the evils yhicih [hen as now
were recognized by [ho trade, and the
dreary 'aillure that followed, wvill not be
sanguine as to any enduring results froi
the Chicago Convention. Nevertheless it
would seem that the mere instinct of self-
preservation woiuld coinpel the trade te
arrange somae concert of action and adhere
to it. 'Tlie bookseller is essen[ial to Che
success of the publislier, and he cannot
prudently be displaced by the book agent,
or by any systei of' direct dealing by
mail and express between publisier and
buyer. The bookstore, with its opportuni-
ties for the leisurely inspection of books,
and with the suggestions as to editions,
styles, bindings and prices whicli the in-
telligent bookseller is able [o nake, should
be Cte nieditni througlî w1hich publishers
should îeach the book-buying public. But
the bookseller's prosperity has been
assailed fron so many different quarters
of late years that he is in a fair way to be
eliminated froi [li trade unless some
thing is shortly done in his behalf. ie
cannot carry a stock large enough te secure
and retain custom unless he has a margin
suflicient to secure hin against loss.
There are various contingencies connected
with the business which the prudent
dealer must provide for, with every fair
chance concecei, such as miscalculation
as to the demand for soie wor-kof sucdden
popularity, and overloading his shelves
with unsaleable stock, as recently wit-
nessed ii the case of a Toronto firn.
There are fashions in books as well as in
bonnets, with the advantage in faVor of
the latter that econoiny often linds a way
to "make tlieni over again."' A bookseller's
stock is not perishahle in the saine sense
that a fruiterer's is, but the books are few
which make a hit,' and fewer still vhich
take a place as permanent lite•ature, and
the dealer who carries ove, any considera-
ble supply of one season's books to the
next unleSs they aro ipierably opoc

editions of standard books, is almost as
badly overloaded as a millinery house bur-
dened with last year's styles.

ln order to have a I fair chance," espec-
ially if bis book-buying constituency be not
a large one, the ordinary trade discounts of
the bookseller are not too great-to afford
hib a fair living profit. Here the pub-
lisher' steps in with the advertised offer to
send te any buyer, postage paici, and at
the regular retail price, any book on his
list. The buyer has litie reason to go to
the book store wlen he can deal direct.
with the publisher' on the same ternis.
But this is not the ivorst of it. The pub.
lisiers. have an easy coue by which they
admit to the privileges of fuil trade dis-
counts a good many large buyers, and
sone who are not large buyers, and the
booksellers are few, probably, who have
not had soie customer leave them in a
rage becausethey could not give himu as

good terms as le had been in the habit of
getting from the publishers. When a
bookseller discovers that the man to
whiom he is trying te sell books eau
actualy buy at better terms than lhe can,
le might be pardoned foi putting up his
shutters and going out to drown l1imself,
Again, the quickest-selling books are often
taken fron him i together and sold hy
agents on the subscription plan, while
lie ls cut off'largely f-on the handling of
text books by the direct dealings of pub-
lishers vith conimittees, school boards and
teachers. Taking all these things into
consiceratioi, it is cleai that the lot of the
averago bookseller is quite fai- fron being
ahuppy one. ''he traditional bookseller
of' the past, intelligent, courteous, with a

genuine love for. books and an, extensive
acquaintance with their contents, is fast
becoming only a.tradition, or ifthe lingera
it is to find himself crowded te the wali
by practitionei's of the new order of things.

DA RK SUG A R.

The Mrest India planters in the British
Colonies arie not a little indignant at the
charges of fraud which have been macle
against theni by the revenue departmnent
in the Uniteci States, aud wliich eventu-
ated in the appointient of a Commission,
of Enquiry, te take evidence in support ol'
the theory of artificial coloring. ILt was
long amostper'piexing questioin uEugland
how the sugar cduties ought tobe levied.,
T''ere, as in the United.States, there ivere
conflicting interests. The grocers vere
always opposed to the sliding scale, which,
p'evailed during a long period of years,
and.vhich uas established in the interest
of tle refiners. It wvas contenled on the,
one hand that it was not fairAt the, refin -
ers to otalrge. th 4e dqtypp b gl

the inferioî brown sugar used by them, as
on the crystallized centrifugal, vhich lias
of laVe years been produced in British
Guiana and Trinidad. The planters, on
the other band, ield liat it was unfair te
place obstacles in the way of' their pro-
ducing the best article which their im'
proved nachinery enabled tei to supply.
For many yeai's it; was the duty of expe-
rienced overseers te [lite care that the
sugar should be kept below the standard
whicl would have subjected it te a higier
rate of duty, The tèst of a good man-
ager vas te be able ta produce a sugar
which would approach as nearly as possi-
ble to a given standard withotI quite
coming up te it. In England there was
constant party warfare over the sugar
duties, :vhich led the late Lot-id Beacons-
field once te remark: Strange.that a
"l manufactui'e whiclh charnis infancy and
"aoothes old age should se frequently
4 occasion political disaster.''

Se fatr as we are able te judge froni the
tone of the West India press, the charge
eo' fraiud is wholly without foundation. If
a sliding scale ofcdueîbe adopted by the
Legislature of any State, there can b no
doubt that [lie manufacturers vill en-
deavor te produce au articie Chat %vili he
ertitled to admission at a low' rate, anl it
is most uni-easonable to characterize this
as fatuduleýt. Tae agency of fini is
employed, according to some of the vit-
nesses, to darken the sugar. Au excess
of lime and an increase of hea[ in the
vacuun pan are resorted ct to coat over
tlie clystals. Again it is said Chat lime is
simply added te dakin [he sugar.
l'he comi1isîsion seems te be con-
side'ed by the Colonial press te have
been a failure, and it is suggested that,
if aotLher should be sent on a. similar
e''and, a lawvyer should be throwi in
to complete the lîappy family, and to take
care that [liere should be more unanimity
amo g te witnesses. W > aira not aware
whetier ti question has been raised at
any of the Canadian estoi houses as to
the coloring of sugar, but ve imagine tlat
a veury large proportion of the imports
frotm [ie West Indies is adinitted at the
lovest rate of duty, and ve presuma t
is the policy oe the Governimeint that it
should be so adnitted. No better evi-
dence can be adduced of the effect of
the duties than teli fact [hat ie whvite
cr-ysta"iiclke centrifugal, wi htlrgelý
consurmel in' Englaid, is not [o ab ob
tainei in CaiaIa. Before the fies
admission into the United Kingdom, the
same sugar, but o a briht yelo color,
was the juvorite article for export, as by
the colo' test it w'as passecd at a lover
ree thm@h ew We hEbve not heard


