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énjoyed as compared with the retailer.
‘The latter was compelled to pay duty on
liis goods, apmt from the harassing delays
cident Lo customs regulations, while the
former could get his books duty free, the
1)qsb ‘office " sufficing as  his shipping
agent, freight carrier, Custom Iouse,
and Custom Iouse broker. This in-
justice was happily done away with by
the present tariff' regulations, but not
till after repealed represenlations on - the
parl of the leading dealers.

At the recent conventionin Chicago re-
solutions were adopted wlth reference to
general abuses which have demoralized
the book-trade of late years, and urging
the necessity of reform. - Those who re-
member the attempt made some years
ago to check, the evils ‘which then as now
were recognized ‘by: the trade, and the
dreary failure that follow ed, will .not be
sanguine as to any enduring results from
the Chicago Convention.. Nevertheless it
would seem that the mere instinct of self-
preservation would compel the trade to

arrange some concert of action and adhere -

to it. The bookseller is lessential to the
suceess of the publisher, and he cannot
prudently be displaced by the book agent,
or by any system of: direct dealing by
mail and express between publisher and
buyes. The bookstore, with its opportuni-
Lies for the leisurely inspection of books,
:m(l with. the suggestions as. lo echblons,
. styles, bindings and prices which the in-
te]hgent bookseller is able to make, shouid
be the medium though which pub]xshers
should reach the boo]\-buymg public. But
the' bookseller’s prosperity ‘has- been
'assmled from so. many different qu'u'tens
of late years that hei igina fair way to be
“eliminated from th trade unless some
thing is shortly done in his behall. He
cannotearry a stock large enough tosecure
and retain custom unless he has a margin
sufficient. to secure him  against  loss.
There are various contingencies connected
with ~ the business which the pradent
dealer must provide for, with every fair
chance conceded, such as miscalculation
as to the demand for some work of sudden
popularity, and overloading his .shelves
with ~ unsaleable stock, as recently wit-
. nessed.:.in the case of a Toronto firm.
'lhele are_fashions in’ books as well as in

bonnets, with-the advantage in favor of

" the latter that economy often finds a,way
to “make them overagain.’” A booksellex"
stock is not peuslmhle in the same sense

¢ that a fruiterer’s is, but the books are few

which’ make a hit,” and fewer still which
take a place as pelmnnent literature, and
the dealer who carries over any considera-
ble supply of one season’s books' to’ the

next, - un]ess they are !Jofemby good,

“the theory ofartificial coloving.
~long amost perplexing question in England |
»how 'the :sugar duties ought. to"be. 1ev1ed :
" There,as in the United States, there were. -

editions of ‘standard ‘books, is almost as
badly overloaded as a millinery house bur
dened with last year’s styles.

In order tohave a ¢ fair chance,” espec-
jally if]ﬁs book-buying constituency be not
a laige one, the ordinary trade discounts of
the bookseller are not too L_x'eat—-—to afford
hint & faie living profit. - Here the. pub-
lisher steps in with.the advertised offer lo
send to any buyer, postage paid, and at
the regular retail -price, any.- book on his
list. " ‘I'he buyer has little reuson to go to
the book store when he can’ deal divect

“with the publisher on. thesame terms.

But this is ot the worst of it. - The pub-

lishers. have an easy code by which they-

admit to the privileges of full trade dis-
counts a good many large buyers; and
some .who are not large buyers, and the
bool\sellers are few, probably, who have
not h’l(l some customer leave them in a
rage bec'wse they could not give him as
good terms as he had been in the habit of

getting from the publishers. .-When a-
bookseller, discovers that  the man 'to

whom he is. trying to sell: books: ecan
qcbua”y buy at bevter terms than he can,
he might be. pardoned for putting up. his
shut,tels and going out to drown himself,

Agnin, the qulckesb -selling books are often

ml\en ﬁom him Alto"ethex .and “sold by

:wents on’ the subscription plan, while:

he is ‘eut oﬂ largely from the ‘handling of
text books by the - direct, dealmgs of pub-

lishers with commlt.tees, school boards and |’

teachers.., Taking  all ‘these thm;:s into
conmdemhon it is cle'u' that the lot of the
average bookseller is-quile far from being
ahnppy one. ’l‘he traditional bookseller‘
of the bast, mtellwent courteous; With a
genuine love for. Looks and an extensive

acqu‘unt'mce with their _contents, is fast
becoming only a. Lradltlon or.if he lingers
ibis to find, himself cr owded to the wall’
by pmctlblonelb of the new oulerof Llung,s

DA Rlx SuG AR.

The West India plzmhels in'the mels h ’

Colonies are not a little indignant at the

-charges of fraud whiclh have . been made
‘against them by the revenue department

in the United States, and which eventu-

- ated in the appointment of a Commission.

of Enquiry, to take evidence in support.of
[t was

conflicting  interests, : The  grocers. were

always opposed to the sliding scale, which

prevailed during“a’ long period, of years,

‘:md‘whit:h was established in the.intarest,
It was; conbended on t,he<
sone hand that it was nat faiv. to:the refin-

of the refiners,

ers to. charge.the same - duty per. 1b.on .

: houlcl be 'so admitted.

the infeviot brown su"ar used by them as -
on the crystallized cenbmfunal which has
of late years .been ploduced in  British
Guiana and Trinidad. = The plunters, on

the other hand, held that it was aunfair to
pl.tee obst‘leles in the way of bheu pro:

ducing the best article which their im-

proved machmery ennblﬂd them tosupply.

For many years it was the duLy of expe-
rienced overseers to. lake cave:that:the

sugar should be kept below the standard

which would have subjected it toa higher
rate of duty. The tést of a good man-

ager was to be able to produce a sugar

which would a.pproach s nearly as possi-

ble to’ a given standard without quite

comingup toit.. In England ‘there was

constant party warfare Over‘ the: sugar -
duties, which led the late Loid ' Beacons-

field once to remiark.: . ¢ Strange that a
“ manufacture which cha.rms mmey anid

“soothes old age should so h-equently

“ occasion political (llSdSbel.”

So fai as we are able to_)ud're from ‘the
tone of the West India press, the charge
ol fraua is. wholly without foundation. If
a'sliding scale 'of duties be adopted by the
Legislature of any Smte,‘thene can be no
doubb that the: manufacturers will en-

deavor to produce an article that - will be

entitled 1o admission at a low' mte, and it

is most, umeasonable to char acteune this "

as: fraudulent, . The agency of: lime is

employed, according to.some of the w1t-~ S

nesses, to darken the sigar. An excess
of lime and an. increase of heab m the -
vacuum pan are 1esoxted to to coat ovel s
the crystals. " Again it is said that llme is
Slmply added  to; dar l‘.en the su"al‘ ‘
The mmmxssmn seems  to- be . coi
sxdmed 'by .the Colouml pxess to. have:
been: a failure, and it is suggested that,
if. zmobhex should: be sent on'.a similar -
emmd a lawyer shoulcl be. thrown in
to complete the happy f'umly, and to t’tke
care that Lhere bhou]cl be more uua,mnnby ‘
among the wltnesses. . We? ale not. aware .
whether ‘the queablon has been raised at
any of the Camdmn custom houses: as. to
the coloring of sugar, bubwe i 1ma,ume that

a very large proportion . of . the imports
from the West Indies is, (mdlmbted ab the. -

“lowest rate of duty,. ancl we. presume it

is Lhe policy of the Government: that*it-
~No- better. evi-
dence _can' be. adcluced of Lhe effect of . .
the duues than the - fact that: Lhe Whllea

,crystmllued cent,l'lfugal whicli :is. l'u';,ely L
:consume(l in" England, is - nob to . be ob-::

tained; in.. C‘mada. Before - the, h‘ee »
mdmlsston mt.o the United Kmﬂdom the

same sugar, but of & bright yellow. color, '

was the favorite | artiole for export, as. by

the’ colol test it was- passed .- at a, lowery e
; m—te thfm Lbe wlube. ‘

We h%we not heard




