
TIIE WEDING FEAST

ch hiad finished, the two whipped
roiind at ecd other and at the samne
instanlt, and met with lifted lips dis-
playing glistening fangs, and with a
sna .ri. F'or a moment they remained.
tlhus, apparently more than likeiy to
fl *y at caoh otiîer's throat, and then,,
pivotilg about, the vixen trotted off.

It did not appear to be a case of
lave at first sighit, anyhow, but the
wvays of the wild ereatures are strange,
and-one neyer knows!

The dog-fox, anyway, seemed of this
viw.le wVaitedî a minute or so to

scratch Iha' 1Jiglt ear, tien iuxnped off
at a gailop on the trail of the vixen.

in a fewv seconds lic could sec lier
di, slim form erossing the white
expanse of the ficld ini front, and tien
lie belitld lier turn ail at once riglit-
jianded, and begin to "work" the
liedge that bounded thc field. Site
hWlited it along diligently, our frîend
foliowving, and alertly watchîng and
svaiting for anything to boît out,
Nothinig did, but the vixen perse-
vered. and hunted tic next hedgerow,
and the niext, and the next. Twice
she gave cliase to a hare, which is
ilsually a fool's trick as far As foxes
go,' and once sie lost a ralibit through
over-eagerlless by letting it sec lier
too sooni and get to its burrow. Once
she turned, and glared at thedofo
with eyes 80 fierce and se aliglit with
bIoo)d-thirstil655 that even he drew
off a littie.

And tien, I think, it was that tic
trutli dawnled upont him. The vixen,
this wld-ey ed, gaunt beast, was starv-
ing; was nearly mnad witi hunger, in
short, and would, J verily believe,
have alinost eaten him if slie liad at
that niomeut got the chance. He toek
jplly% good care not te let ber get the
chance, however, but lie saw tiat it
wMs kis chance, and lie took it. At
lsast, one' presumes f romt his subse-
quent actions titat lie did.

Promi that ins8tant lic ceased to
follow, and took tie lead. 11e trettedj
aiong rapidly, dog fashion, tangue
hangiug, his breatli steamiug up,

pasdthe vixen rapidly, stopped
about twentY yards ini front of ber,

looked round, swuung off again withi a
wave of his brush, anîd huirried on.
And thc "Kinig's, Englisli" itself e-ould
flot have eonv-ey N u(hs me1anling mor0le
plainly. Ti.. vixenl watcbed him11 go,
then followcd. Scwould hiave fol-
lowed anything in tiiat hoiir. 1 thiiik,
tiat I)romiscd a mecal.

Our fox, however, asno iepr
wadrrof thc \%ilds d 'ie Ill to

thliauniiits of man hby stress of wea-

1esor hd piay' ed tlle gaine for,
hindreds, of generwlat lis.

Ile mlovepd thlerefore, straighit to
the iearest fr adbut ne(ithepr you
jnr 1 would hlave seeni himi go. First
of al, lie noncbialantlyv sauintered intio
the îicarest hedgerow, and fromi that
timle te thc moment of his arrivaliat,
biis destinatlin, thougli it was over
hlf a mnile, vanishcd. The glimplse,
oniy haif guce,(d at, of a tik brusi
vanishing acrosa a gatcway' , tlic m-
menitar-Y gleami of gren eycs staringi
eut f romn tue pali-like blackness of
some thieket, were tie mily inidica-
tions of the possible xstneof thec
two beats, at ail.

Neverth1eless, ferty minutes laVer a
careful examination of the snow
round th(, farmitouse and yards wou]ld
have revealcd the faet, thaýt a fox and
a vixen liad encireled tic place twicc,
mnaking quite sure t1iat ail w,%as- safe.

Tie buildings laY deadly stili in thle
snowv and the coid mnoonhiglit and lite
biting wind. There had corne no
Sound save tic squea,,ýking and cufi
ing of the rats and mice iu the ern-
staeks and barn, yet tic foxes werc
there, ail righit cnuht crouci-
ing, deeper sliadows il the dlecp sha-
dow of the cornstack.

At last thcy crept eut. Youi saw
ticm, like phantomn shapes, gliding
low over the snow-ticy wouldCI net
have crosscd the open if thcy eould
have lielped it-te tlie fo W'house.
Tliey were cxtraordinarily liard to
sec even tien, and sexcd to meit'
inte every sliadow tlicy passed. More-
over, tliey were amazingly alert; tic
Sharp, molat muzzlcs werc ail thc time
tlirust round titis way and tiat; the


