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STATISTICAL TABLE— Continued.

Val\ie of books Va.lue of books | Total value of Proportioh iﬁ;port(:od
Year. entored at entered at - |books imported |for the Educational
Ports in Lower| Ports in Upper into Department of
Canada. Canada. the Province. | WUpper Canada.
1857.... 224400 309172 533572 16028
1858...... 171258 191942 363197 10692
1859...... 139057 184304 323361 5308
1860...... 155604 252504 408108 8846
1861..... . 185612 344621 530283 7182
1862...... 183987 249234 433221 7800
1850—1862| $2156815 | $3333349 | $5490164 $176776

N.B.—Up to 1854, the « Trade and Navigation Returns” give the value
on books entered at every port in Canada separately ; after that year, the
Report gives the names of the principal ports only, and the rest as ‘ Other
Ports.” In 1854, the proportion entered in Lower Canada was within &
fraction of the third part of the whole, and, accordingly, in compiling
this table for the years 18551862, the value entered in “ Other Ports” is
divided betweer. Upper and Lower Canada, in the proportion of two-
thirds to the former and one-third to the latter.

TapLe shewing the value of articles sent out from the Educational

Depository during the years 1851 to 1862 inclusive:
Articles on which the 100 | Articles s;)ld ,
per cent. has been ap- | at Catalogue Total value of
portioned from the Leg- | prices, with- berary,d}’nze,
3 . J an

Yran. Islative Grant. O;cfrtg:nym:rft. School Books,
Pyblic Schoel | Maps, Appa- from the lA(nps, and
Library ratus, and Legislative pparatus
Books, .| Prize Books. Grant. despatched.
$ cts. $ cts. $ cts. $ cts.
1851..... 1,414 25 1,414 25
1852. .o 2,981 13 2,981 13
1853., Ceees 4,233 14 4,233 14
1854, .| 61,376 23 vees 5,614 18 56,890 41
1856..... 9,947 .16 4,665 03 4,389 40 18,902 08
1856.., 7,205 62 9,320 87 5,126 16 22,253 25
1857..... 16,200 92 18,118 28 6,451 20 40,770 40
1858.... 3,982 99 11,810 28 6,912 05 22,765 32
1859..... 5,806 64 11,905 02 6,679 30 24,389 96
1860..,. 5,289 56 16,832 17 5,416 64 27;538 37
1861..... 4,084 22 16,251 14 4,894 52 25,229 88
1862..... 3,272 88 16,193 78 4,844 17 24,310 83
Total..|$107,165 21 |§105,087 07 | 69,516 T4 |$271,769 02

try, st school, is an extensive trade in itself, not with stati but with

school '{)ooks, ranging from the rimeret.orzhle celmpo .onlliywi}l bhu: t‘)gnsee?n t‘ilmt‘:.‘his

is no unimportant trade ; and Toronto i3 fortnuate in possessing a number of

AES 3 : es-
tablishments exclusively devoted to the business, whi]:;: lnsm;oﬁnt of ener,
ability, are not surpassed by auy other branch. . . . The importation oﬂ)

and
and s{ tionery into Toronto, for three years past, are as follows:

00ks

“ Devotional BOOKS..........coeeeveersorrserne $..... $28,773 0,350
“Books, periodicals, and pamphiets... 99,875 55,384 su{sﬁres
SAtionery .......cccviniietiiereniiinnerennnnns 83,097 83,428 27,519.”

We also insert the following from the Annual Review of Trade in Toronto, for
1861: “ WHOLESALE STATIONERY AND Books.—No (‘hal{;;e of material import
ance has taken place in this trade during the year. Sales have not been so large a®
anticipated, yet they do not fail short of the preceding year. The depressed condi-
tion of the trade in the United Stabes has cansed a number of bankrupt stocks to
be thrown inte the market, at this and at other points, composed for the most part
of a great deal of trash,® leavened with a very little of really sound literature.
American houses, hitherto reported as rich, have likewise held auctions. and sold at
very low rates. Notwn.hshndm%this, however, the regular legitimate trade has
not languished, and on the whole has resulted satisfactorily. Ome standard works
of English literature, there has been a fair amount imported ; but the new pablica-
tions, espedially those from the American press, have been brought in very sparingly.
'lg\e retail tragifs i8 in & generally healthy condition, and its character, especially in
the country, is yel‘g{ improving. . .~. Other indications of quite as favourable
a character are noted, and the trade must prosper with the prozress of the country.

.. The importations for the year of books are $155,842, against $119,419 last year;
an increase of $36,423. Of stationery, the imports amourt to $28,765, against $27,519
last year ; a difference only of $1,148 in favour of 1861

* Dr. Russell, the admirable correspondent of the London Times, in a letter date
ronto, February 1st, thus refers to this claas of literature, which is siiently oirc\ﬁ
}‘qtpd in numerous channels throughout Gauads. He says (referring to Hamilton) ;
A pretty customehouse, in cut stons, from Which floated the Union Jack—the first
L have set oyes on for many a long nonth—flanks the entrance from the railway
station to the long straggling town, whieh but for shat token might be taken to be
in the United States. Indeed, the infiuence of the Republic extends some way into
the dominions of Her Majesty, TTe psople i the carriages were reading the
palivy pictorial mpm which do so much to deprame the taste of the Americans,
and to unaattle their notions in perspective and in material forms, or were deep
in the ¥1'mted editions of English works, which constitute the staple trade of the
mags of ‘ enterprizing Publh ers.” The New York papers were t& only journsals
?owkaked d.bous;&:or m& tr:ln. No’l;he sldea{f }ha train were covered with New
m; on a smgak o i
] wn:l’, o o 3¢ atte Canada, in baok, or print, or

\

4. BOOK AND STATIONERY TRADE IN CANADA.

Wa extract the following from the  Annual Report of the Board
of Trade of Toronto, Canada West,” compiled by Mr. §, Wyman.
‘- The year’s business in this branch of trade has been quite satis-
factory. Though perhaps less in extent, in common with other
departments, it has.been quite as profitable if not more so than in
former yeas, while not a few features have developed themselves
which are not only advantageous to tho legitimate trade, but are
gratifying to every well wisher of sound literature 1n the province.
The improvement in the circumstances, capacity, .and general busi-
ness absi ¥ of those in the trade, which we have noted from year
to year, has continued to manifest itself, and we see now, in almost
every town, a baokseller or two conducting business on a sound
basis, with more capital than ever before, and a better knowledge
of the trade, and oglbusiness principles generally. This is evincad
most in the improved credit in which the retail trade stands, in the
promptitude with which engagements are met, and in the judicious
care with which stooks axe selected and curtailed. As a distinet
branch, the trade is but young. The progress made in the last
three years, however, shows that it is not only well established, but
that it is rapidly assuming 3 healthy and prosperous condition. = An
equally gralifying fact is found in the improved character of the
works introduced into general circulation. For years the country
has been flooded with the loyest and most trashy class of literature
from The American press. Books whose only merit was their bulk
and binding, have heen hawked into every nook of the province by’
8 migratory txibe of itinerant tgeclla.rs. Sometimes a stray work of
utility ha.sr{)een found among the stock, but for the most part the
:lpecia.l effort?of these book hawkers have been directed to the

isposing of some very superficial and uninteresting volumes, which,
if even read, would Jeave the reader a trifle less wise than when he
commenced them. We are happy to say that this style of business
is rapidly on the decline, and that works from the best publishing
houses, and sold through the legitimate trade, are finding their way
into many sections of the country, and meeting & largely increased
sale. We are not by any means, however depreciating the efforts of
the hook pedlars to enlighten the world ; they are very useful people,
and, if their efforts are only properly directed, they may do great
good. They are improving in the books which they present to the
public, and our dealers will lose nothing b{ encouraging them, so
long as their wares are of a good class. In periodical literature,
howewer, the greatest change is observable—not only in the largely
increasod demand, hut in the improved character of the issues sold.
We are happy to say that neither the New York Ledger nor the
Mercury is increasing its circulation in Canada. Even Harper's
Magazine is not gaining ground. On the other hand, there is a
large and growing sale for such periodicals as Good Words, a London
ublication of the best class, the Family Treasury, the Churchman’s
El azine, the Cornhill, AU the Year Round, &c., &c., and we are
glad to know that the reduction in the price of the London JIllus-
trated News is likely to increase largely its circulation in Canada.
These facts present some indications of a change for the better in
the literary taste of Canada. This improvement is in no small
degree attributable to the persistent and unwearied exertions of our
wholesale importers, and the advantages which they enjoy in close
connection with first class British publishing houses. We hope,
and indeed are certain, that they will be well compensated for their
efforts. In this connection we are glad to notice that we are likely
to have established amongst us a branch of an extensive and highly
respectable Scotch firm, for the purpose not only of re-issuing in
much approved style our leading text and achool books, but for the
publication of other works of merit than that may offer. We have
long needed an establishment of this character, and through its
operations we may hope to see Canadian Literature take a higher
in the world of letters. With long experience, ample means
and the best facilities are commanded by the house in question, and
we are sure their advent hers will be hailed with pleasure.

¢ The business in stationery has been fairly remunerative during
the year. 'The advance in materials for paper, as well as a heavy
war tax on the manfacture itself, has largely enhanced the value of
all descriptions in the United States, independently of the apparent
increase in price due to the depreciation of the currency. The
congequence is that, as compared with former rates, American
stationery is fully 80 per cent. dearer. We have imported much
less than the usual amount, substituting English goods, which are
of a much better class. It 8o happens that the prices of the latter
are favouring the buyer, as the abolition of the duty on paper has
at length begun to cheapen it. It is only recently that there has
been any decline in the article, notwithstanding an universal expec-
tation that when the tax was removed the price would fall. Spec-
ulation and a largely enhanced demand for cheap periodicals, only
a fow of which comparatively have lived beyond the year, kept the
rates up to nearly the old level, until within the past three months.



