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ial obferver allows no great weight

to the private accounts of travellers. |

For, when we confider the influence.
which egotism . "generally  has upon
their opinions, we muit acknowledge;
that we are not authorized to adopt
them for oracles.  The circle of ob-

fervation of one or a few travellers

is, beiides, fo limited, that they can-
not properly draw from it any general
onclufions.  And finally, how many
n.xvellcrs are there, guided by an ac-
curate {pirit of obfcr\':uion, and there-
by ‘capable: of - abftraing general
twuths ? How many, impeiled by a
criminal {elf-intereft, f{pread abroad
rvelations wilfully falfe 2. A toxum—
rence of many -travellers  would i
deed bring us near the truth but as
they fo ‘often contradi® cach’ other

there is little to- be lc.arnt from thur.

J ournnls.

There have mdeed ccrhmlv bccn
fome: travellers; ' gifted with genius
and a {pirit’ of oblervation, who have

" publifhed faithful’ pi€ures of the na-

tions which they vifited: ~ But," as e-
ven {fo imany admirable " facllties of
the mind. were not fufficient to pro-
cura for us true clnm&cuun'r tr'wa.ls,

“unlefs when conduéted -by a' rigorous

love of truth,-and a a.conteinpt of all
perfonal confiderations; I think T may,
without offence, -muintain;: that they

are rare phenomena, and that far the,
- greater number muft be reckoned- a-

mong-the cl.x{s, wluch L h ave Juft
mentioned. -

Among Lhe tr'wcllex s, \vho lnve-
gone through the ‘United Sta;cs, and|
hwe publifhed’ their rcm'ers, Do&or,‘
Schiopf- deferves:to -be ‘mentioned- as:

_'the man, who has: p'unted thmgs with
the gr cateft: likenefs to the truth ; yand.
;'thu:, in this inftance too, the' Cernmn.
- nation has: the merit vof ‘having: done
. theroft...; Brisset;-in his rapid Jour*’. :
- neys thrbugh the country,. cuhcr-Jud-‘
,gcdathc pcoplc-m rceurately;-or pur-’
_'.'3pose1)'s Jmputed:to ithem:'other
_ pemcs dmu thofu wluch he rcm'ul\ed

p’ro-'f
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For one of hisfriends in America as .
fured me, that, .mcordmg to his ownn
expreflion, -he described the quaLers o
as a model of virtuc, in order'to hold

up the French; at the bcnmnmg of -
tneir revolution, the i image of 1 per—- :
feét republican for imitation. - It w
forfoodh, afingular idea, to cox’xﬁdér :

the Penniylvanian quakers as models

| fora lively and warlike nation. like

the French.  Chatellux, who march-
ed with the French army. through -
part of the country, was not in’ a fi-
tuation to make himfelf fufficiently
acquainted with the charater of-the
people.  The remarks of a certain’l-
talian tount, and of Wangenheim,
relate chiefly to inanimate nature ; and
thofe of an Enghﬂl officer;’ who fet- -
tles, for inftance, in the country town -
of Lancafter, ten thoufand inhabitants, |
whereas it contains, ‘evén “at this day, -
only threce thoufand five bundred, are
equally -trivial and inaccurate: Thc
letters of an ‘American farrer pqmt
with a zay um‘e, which forms the inter-
meédiate. point’ between - ruihcxty and .-
civilization, the happy rural conditiont
of a period, which ‘ceafed with the
revolution. - Finally, the \\rmngs of
Americans themfel\'cs, fuch as Im/ny C
and Bartram,. are partially.in favour
of their.country, at once hewv de-
clamatory, and ambitions to’ (hsol'w
unfeafonable Aowers of fryle. Jher
is reafon, : therefore, to m'um'nn, thatr
what has hitherto been written ‘of A~ -
‘merica, with refpc& to the: ch'nac‘hr o
of .the. pcoplc, is m{ufhcmut.

’W’e mu(‘t, thexefore, turn towwrda 3

-n'mon'll charafter, and the prmcxpnl g
of ‘thefe fourccs can.be no other:than
.lu(‘torv. For as the nﬁ"embhge ofa
'Ltlons, or the lee of an: i

a peoplc, wluch ns i hl{to_ry' “relatés;
are thc be& “afd’ m_oft'emphc




