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tiS1 obferver allows no great weiglit
to the private accounts of travellers.
iFor, whien we conider the influence,
which egotiis genrally has upon
their opinions, we iuft ackiowledge,
that we are not authorized to adopt
thoem for oracles. Thc circle of ob-
fervation of one or a few travellers
Sis, beiCles, fo limited, that they can-
not properlv draw -froin it any genera/
conclufionls. .And finally, how mnany
travellers are there, guided by an ac-
curate fpiîrit of obfervation, and thcrc-
by capable of abflra&ing gencral
truths ? low many, impcilcd by a
criminal felf-inîterelr, fipread abroad
relations wilfully falfe ?....A concur-
rence of many travellers would in-
deed bring us near the truth , but as
they fo often contradiat cach other,
there is little to be learnt froni their
Journals.

Therc have indeed certainly been
fbic travellers, ' ifted with genius
and a fpirit of objerviition, -who have
publiflied faithful pi&urcs of the na-
tions which they vifited. But, as c-
ven fo many admirable f.cýilties of
the mind were not fufficient to pro
cuîr. for lis truc charaacrizing travels,
uilefs whei conduSded by a rigorous
love of truth, and a. coiteinpt of all
perfonal confideritions, I think I may,
wvithout offence, mainin that they
are rare phenomena, and.that far the.
rcatcr number nuft be reckoned a-
nong the clafs, w'hich I. ha'juvte
nentioned.

Among the. travellers, who have
gone through. the Uiieitd States, anid
have publifhed their-remarks, Do&or
Schöpf deferves'to be mentioned as
the nan, who has painted things with
the greateft likenefs to the truth; a nid
tihus in this inftnce too, the German .
nation-lias the îtierit of having clone
the nio. Bri.t.in his rapid: jour2
ney: thrbugh.thé country, cither1.jud -
ged the. people iiizciurately- or :pur-
posely-imiput5dto thenoother 'pro.
pertiesthian.:hofawliich li rrnarkéd.

For one of his friends in America as-
fiired ie, that, according to his own
expreflion, he described the qiuakers
is a model of virtue, in order to hold
up the French, at the beginning of
their revolution, the image of a per-
fe& republican for iamittion. It was,
forfooth, a fingular idea, to confider
the liusylvanian quakers as models
for a lively aid warlike nation like
the French. Chate//ux, w'ho march-
cd with the French army through
part of the country, was not in a fi-
tuation to make hirmfelf fufficiently
acquainted with the charaâer of the
people. The remarks of a certain I-
talian count, and of Wangenheim,
relate chiefly to inanimate nature ; ard
thofe of an Englifli officer, who fet-
ties, for inifance, in the country town
of LancafYer, ten thoufand inhabitants,
whercas it contains, even at tiis day,
only three thoufand ive hundred, -re
equally trivial and inaccuratc. The
lctters of an Anerican farn'ier paint,
vith a aï-veté, which forms tie inter-

mediate point betwecn rufficity and
civilization, the happy rural condition
of a period, which ceafed -with the
revolution. Finally, the writings of
Americans thenmfelves, fucli as Im/ny
and Ba.trn,. are partially in favour
of their.country, at once heavy, de-
clamatory, and ambitions to lisplav
unfeafonable flowers of fRyle. There
is reafon, therefore, to mninain that
what has hitherto been wnritten. of A-
merica, with refpca to the chiaraar
of thc..people, is infuflicient.

WTe nuft, therefore, turn towards

other fources than .printed travels, fo
inifruiiLive information cOncerning tle
national charaier, aiid the principal
of thefe fources cañ be no other than
hiftory. For as tlicï aemnblage,óf ac
tons, or the life' of an iiidividual un
folds his charaaEtèr; fo tlhe ions ofò p
a eiople wvhich its hiftôî relates,
a the belafid'iiõR explici con
n entïiufuori thematibnal chara&er.
Ar é vë not> for h'fhnc6 ftmicienl


