
FIVE INDIAN NATIONS, &c.

nits have always deceived us, fov while they 
preached Peace, the French came and 
knocked us on the Head. To this the Jesuit 
replied, that if he had known that C'orlear 
intended to send them Pastors, he would not 
have offered this Belt.

It is to be observed that the Indian Council 
refused to hear the French, or to give them 
an Answer, but in Presence of the Commis­
sioners from Albany.

The French Commissioners having assured 
the Peace with the Five Nations, the Inhab­
itants of Canada esteemed it the greatest 
Blessing that could be procured for them 
from Heaven ; for nothing could be more ter­
rible than this last War with the Five Na­
tions. While this War lasted, the Inhabi­
tants eat their Bread in continual Fear and 
Trembling. No Man was sure, when out of 
his House, of ever returning to it again. 
While they laboured in the Fields, they were 
under perpetual Apprehensions of being 
killed or seized, and carried to the Indian 
Country, there to end their Days in cruel 
Torments. They many Times were forced 
to neglect both their Seed Time and Harvest. 
The Landlord often saw all his Land plun­
dered, his Houses burnt, and the whole 
Country ruined, while they thought their 
Persons not safe in their Fortifications. In 
short, all Trade and Business was often at an 

261


