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of brutal force and of arbitrary will. This fubjeil

has been trc^'ed with fijch dignity by a writer

who is admired by all maokind for his eloquence,

but who is, if poflibie, ftill more admired by all

competent judges for his philofo}.hy ; a writer,

of whom I may juflly fay, th:ic he was " ^raviffiims

'* et dkendi et intelli;ye>uii uucior et magijier ;" that

I cannot rcfufc iiiyflU the gratification of quoting

his words :
—" The fcicnce of jutifprudence, the

" pride of the human iiitelied:, which, with all its

" dcfetSls, redundancies, and errors, is the col-

•* ledcd reafon of ages combining i!?e principles

*' of original jullice with the infinite variety of

** human concerns*." •,f
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I (hall exemplify the progrefs of law, and il-

luftrate thofe* principles of uuiverfal juftice on

which it is founded, by a comparative review of

the two greatefl: civil codes that have been hitherto

formed—thofe of Rome and of England
-f- j of

their agreements and difagreements, both in ge-

neral provifions, and in (ome of the mod important

parts of their minute pradice. In this part of the

* Jurke's Works, vol. iii. p. 134.

f On the iiirimate connexion of thefe two cof?es, let lis

hear the worJs of Lord Holt, whofe name never can be pro-

nounced without veneration, as long as vvifclom and intei^rity

are revered among men :
—'* Inafmuch as the lazus of all na-

" tions are ilouhtlefs raifed out of the ruins »f the civil Into, as

" all governments are fprung out of the ruins of the Roman
*' empire, it mult be o"'ned that the /irinctpks of our law are

•* horro-ived from the civil law, therefore grounded upon the
*' lame realbn in many things."— iz Mod. 4.82.
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