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Of the pre-

fent Trien-

nial floating

Govern-
inenc.

Head. At any Rate, it is a Matter where we
are to hope rather for Confolation than Cure;

for I do not fee how fuch a Population is to

he rooted out, or indeed thinned, fo as to make
any confide rable Diminution. There have

been Projc6ts, on former Occafions, when the

Ifland was thought to be overrun with Inhabi-

tants, for fending People to Nova Scotia, and

other Places, where Inhabitants were wanted,

but I do not remember that thefe were ever

carried into effedl.

I cannot help faying, that the grand Means
employed to prevent the Increafe of Inhabi-

tants has, in my Opinion, contributed to their

Increafe. It has all along been the Inclination

to fay, that there Ihould be no llefidcnt Go-
vernment, becaufe, if there was, Newfoundland
would become a Colony. None have been,

more ftrenuous than the VV^ellern Merchants

in keeping up the Cry againft a Governor

j

they have condantlv aHedged the above Rea-
fon, and that Reafon has always palfed for a

good one.

I take the Liberty of doubtino: whether this'

Reafon was a i^ood one. 1 never can be brought

to think, but that placing a Governor there,

whofe Bufincfs it fliouid be to prevent People

fettling, would have been a more probable

Method of preventing it than continuing the

prefent floating Government, which has no re-

gular Authority to fend Pcrfons Home, and

which departs from the Ifland jufl: at the Time
when the Seamen and Fiihermen are hefitating

whether
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