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on whldi i\w Wttwn brpiik with grpiit vioIfc»ic<^. Amon(|; the

cfttnmetR in one diillod thn Hpout, oh the euntRm coast olf tho

^M Hoiilhrniitcirn pcDiiiNiihi, formed l)y a hotly of water

impellfHl throufi^h a tiMiire of a rock, and falling fVom mielt a

height an to exhibit the appearance of volcanic smoke, visi'

Ne tar at sea, and thns t\irnishiNg a bndmark.

The winter in Ncwfonndland is intensely cold, and of so

long' duration that tiio summer in tot^ Hhort for the hringhig

ofcorn, and other oltjects of agriculture, to maturity. 'VUv

atmosphert; is tempestuous, and in. summer extremely foggy.

Yet the air is wholesome in an uncomm >nly high degree.

The fogs oltcn render navigation dangerous, yet a circum*

^aiH'c has been observed concerning them which appears

to be peculiar. " it otlcn occurs that Uie whole of the ocean

around Newfoundland is enveloped in so dense a fog, thai

it is apparently impossible for a ship to proceed on. her

course, without incurring the most imminent danger of ship-

wreck : but, at the same time, there is generally a small

space, within*a mile or two of the shore itself, entirely clear

of the vapour, and, as it were, forming a sone of lightiaround-

the coast : so thai a (lerson, acquainted with this singular

|>lienoinenon, will, in some cases, be enabKnl to attain his

port ; while a stranger, on tlie other hand, is afraid to ap-

proach the island/'* From the bleakness of the atmo»pherc,

and the poverty of the thin soil, the eftbrts of agriculture

would be vain for the sustenance of mankind. Moss, trees,

and shrubs are the chief s|)ontancou8 products. The timber

• Chuinwirs Voy«gr to Newfoundland, r. 63.


