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A few nights before this the same spirit told rae that the apostolic

fipirit whicli was in the late Archbishop Bourget, and who was the

pope of the new world, had taken possession of Archbishop Tach6.

It is to remain with the latter until his death, and then will re-enter

the archbishop of Montreal. It will remain in him and his succes-

eors for one hundred and fifty-seven years. At the end of that

tilne it will return to the ecclesiastical head of St. Boniface and

his successors for 1,87G years."

Such delusional and egotistic nonsense could be quoted to any

extent. Enough has been transcribed, not only to show the groove

in which his mind ran when these frenzies took hold of him, but

also to indicate how consistent throughout his whole career of

over a quarter of a century, his mental activity was in respect to

the uniformity of these vagaries.

Archbishop Tache, in speaking of Riel and his condition, said:

"For many years I have been convinced beyond the possibility of

a doubt, that, while endowed with brilliant qualities of mind and

heart, the unfortunate leader of the Metis was a prey to what

may be termed 'megalomania' and 'theomania,' which alone can

explain his way of acting up to the last moments of his life,"

Tiie i)rosecution brought forward a number of witnesses to show
that sucli had known Kiel and had conversations with him, but

saw no signs of insanity. It uefd scarcely be said that such

negative evidence is worthless. A person may be insane and yet

rational. Sucli having delusions can mask them with a great

deal of shrewdness in ordinary conversation. All asylums have

this experience, until some pertinent remark or favorable condition

evokes and brings into prominence and activity the abnormal and
diseased mental bias. A thousand persons may see no insanity in

a patient, but one reliable witness wlio has seen indubitable evi-

dence of mental alienation, will cancel the whole negation. Leav-

ing out the evidence for the defense altogether, the witnesses for

the crown gave facts enough to establish the prisoner's mental

unsoundness, at least in the estimation of the writer.

There is no doubt that Riel was responsible for some years, up
to the time of the Duck Lake fight. The excitement of that fight

caused another attack of insanity, and from that time there is no
evidence that he was accountable for what ho did. While lie was
suffering from these attacks lie was not responsible for anything

he did. I spoke to some of the half-breeds who were in all the

engagements with Riel, and they uniformly said he was not the

Bame man after the first fight. He seemed to liavo changed en-


