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2 84 Trooper and Redskin.

You miLjlit now travel for iiiatiy days and sec no luiiiian

life. The stable lay at a little distance from the w hitc-

washed house, and was also built of Iccfs, acfainst a cut
fc>'5

bank, so that the back of the place was of earth. The
roof consisted of hay which could be forked off for use

in the sprincf. There was also a haystack above the

stable on the ground behind. A deep coulee ran down
from the edg^e of the plain to the Souris, which took a

bend at this point and wended its way through a broad,

beautiful valley mantled with brushwood and timber.

Seams of coal which here crop to the surface were

burning in places along the cliffs, the wreaths of smoke
curling up as from a line of miniature volcanoes. Here

the prairie is so flat, and the descent info the ravine so

abrupt, that at the distance of a mile or two a horseman

would never suspect that there was any depression in

front of him. Straif^ht ahead stretched the unbroken

plain, till in the distance the dim outline of the hills of

the Missouri Coteau ran along the sky-line. A few log

buildings thatched with straw or manure, stood a short

distance from the dwelling-house, and did duty as folds

for the cattle and sheep. A few head of cattle and some

ponies and sheep grazed peacefully and roamed at large

over the extensive pasture, hundreds of thousands of

square miles without a fence.

We lived in a small barrack-room attached to the

house, taking our meals with the family, the Govern-

ment paying one dollar a day for the maintenance of

each man and horse.

Our host and his family treated us with extrenie kind-

ness. We decorated our room with photographs and

books, and hung up our arms. We were snug all winter.

Headquarters was 300 miles off, Carlyle sixty miles.

The sergeant used to make monthly visits with our pay.

It was our duty to keep a general look-out for horse-


