
115

case only that we were all unanimous upon the question at that time. I

turned to Mr. Gait during Mr. Watkin's speech aud remarked how
diflBcult it was to make parties understand when they were not familiar

with the history of a question. Had I wished to mislead Mr. Watkin
I would not have dared to do so, as I had placed in his hands a pub-
lished history of the whole question in Nova Scotia. This House will,

I am sure, exonerate Mr. Watkin from any intentional misrepresenta-
tion.

My hon. friend takes particular exception to that portion of the
speech which indicates a desire for western extension. This is the
more remarkable in connection with the great importance which ho
attaches, and justly, to immigration as the great means of rendering
the country strong and prosperous. With 60,000 square miles of fertile

soil in the Red River and Saskatchewan country to invito the immi-
grant and increase our population, this question of western extension
becomes one of the greatest importance ; but I will give you the forci-

ble and eloquent observations of my hon. friend upon this subject as
much more conclusive and instructing than anything I can afford :

—

" The Hudson's Bay territory includes 250,000 miles. Throwing
aside the more bleak and inhospitable regions, we have a magnificent
country between Canada and the Pacific, out of which five or six noble
provinces may be formed larger than any we have and presenting to

the hand of industry, and to the eye of speculation, every variety of
soil, climate, and resource. With such a territory as this to overrun,
organise, and improve, think you that we shall stop even at the west-
ern bounds of Canada ? or even at the shore c " .he Pacific ? Van-
couver Island, with its vast coal measures, lies beyond. The beautiful

islands of the Pacific and the growing commerce of the ocean are beyond.
Populous China and the rich East are beyond ; and the saih of our
children's children will reflect as familiarly the sunbeams of tho south
as thoy now brave the angry tempest of tho north. The
maritime provinces which I now address are but the Atlantic frontage

of this boundless and prolific region—tho wharves upon which its

business will be transacted and beside which its rich argosies are to

lie. Nova Scotia is one cf these. Will you, then, put your hands
unitedly, with order, intelligence, and energy, to this great work P

Refuse, and you are recreant to every principle which lies at the base

of your country's prosperity and advancement; refuse, and tho Deity's

handwriting upon land and sea is to you unintelligible language

;

refuse, and Nova Scotia, instead of occupying the foreground as she
now does, should have been thrown back at least behind tho Rocky
Mountains. God has planted j'Onr country in the front of this bound-
less region ; see that you comprehend its destiny and resources—see

that you discharge, with energy and elevation of soul, the duties

which devolve upon you in virtue of your position."

Allow Tie in conclusion, Mr. Speaker, to thank the House for tho

kind and attentive hearing given to the discursive observations I have
been able on the moment to offer in reply to tho speech of my hon.

friend.


