
itinil or teiiii)or;il ; and ( h of lliiiiiks^iviii^' for lu'iuilits r(3(H'iv(.'(l.

In the Old Law tlusc foiii- oltjccts of sa'-rilicc were all attniiu'd

\>\ tlir offfi-iiP4 ii|) of iicriliccs of various kinds. i»iit the sacri-

fice of tlic Afass, as tiic Coiiiicilof Ti'ciit tcaclics, *' is that obla-

tion wiiicli was i)r('ti.uur((l l».v \arioiis types of sat-'riliceH dnriiif^

the period of nature and i^i the law; inasnnudi as it comprises

all the i^ood tliinfrs si;4nilied l)y those sacrilices, as heini,' the

consunnuation and jierfection >f them all
!""

This holy saerilice j;ives inlinite honour and j;lory to (lod, it

causes inexpressible joy to the au;j;elsand saints in lu^aven, l)rin;j;s

down untold j-ji'aces and hlessin.u's on nu'n. it brink's li^^dit, re-

freshufnt and peace to the souls in pur.^atoi-y.

If all the [)rayers of lovin,'j; hearts IVoii; the bt'^inniufj; of the

world, and all the seraphic worship of the thrones and i)rincipal-

ities in heaven, and the burnin;j; devotion and bnc of the VirjJiin

Mother of (lod ami the million voices of the universe, of all

creatures in heaven and earth, and sea, were offered u[) in one

universal and harmonious act of praise and adoration, they would

not eipuil or even ai)i)roach in value and ef'ticacy the infinite

worth of a single ^lass. In considerinL;; it we nuiy well exclaim

with St. Paul, " the depth of the riches of the wisdom and of

the knowled<^o of (iod : How incomprehensible are his judgments

and how unsearchalile his ways."' (Uomans xi. : 8;]). We should

therefore have the j^reatest devotion, veneratioli and love fortius

adorable sacrifice, we should never fail to assist at it, piously

and reverently, on all Sundays and holidays of obli.:j;ation, we

should try betimes to hear it even on week (hiys, especially dur-

m^ Advent and Lent, and should not forget to have it offered, as

the occasion and our piety may require, for the eternal rest of

the faithful dei)arted.

Z\K Sacrament of flDcrcv^.

The Sacrament of Penance is another wondrous institu-

tion of God's tender mercy and comi»assion for sinners, and it

is a most powerful and efficacious means of salvation. Through
this divine Sacrament the truly peiiitent are forgiven the most


