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otlier lines of gocnls, Ix'ing n<'c<'ssaries to a uivilizt'd people,

\vliile all pioducts, sucli as JJritaiii produces, whether of

the fai-ui or factory, may enter IJritaiu fn^e of duty. Free

T aders are ^^ont t<j assert th-»it free trade gnve rise to

I'jngland's ;,'reat export trade of manufactured g(X)ds, })Ut

the fact was that this hirije tradt' h;ul been rapidly in-

creasin*,' f(M' more than a (|uai'tei' of a centui'y ])rior to

1M4G and it was the great volume which this ti'ad«' had

assumed that origina <(1 the ide.i of niakiny England the

work-shop of tlie world, hence free trade as a means t<t

that end. The exigencies of the continental nations whose

territories liad been the battlefield of contending arniies in

the latter pait of the eighteenth century fuul the eai'ly

part of this c ntury, fosterod that id' a,. The countries of

the New World wi;re so intent on developing their agricul-

tural resources to supply the demand that the wars and

liritain's great export trade had called into being, that

little or no atte ition w.is given to manufacturing indus-

tvle.i. This was an a 1 litional incentive to the adoption

of Free Trade by England, and those prospective fields of

future commercial conijuest were so alluring to the philan-

thropic desires of England's Free Traders, that as a pre-

liminary the tariff wai confined to the LTnited Kingdom,

thereb}' abandoning the Colonial Empire connnercially.

By this sacrifice of the agricultural interests and every

patriotic aspiration, these Free Tradt! rulers of England

expected all Christian nations to embrace this latest revel-

ation of Christian mmality, namely:— "To i)uy in tii>'

cheapest and sell in the dearest market." But the nations

evidently did not think that the trade (juestion was one (tf

morality an<l still less of religion,but one of expediency, as

there is not now a single foreign nation that follows P^ng-

land's trade policy. But that does not prevent the nations

availing themselves, to the fullest possible extent of the

best market of the world foi- bread stufis thus thrown open


