
RECOLLECTIONS OF

railing, and discovered a hole near the water's edge which had

evidently been made by the fluke of an anchor while we were

in the jam of vessels in the harbor. The Captain then gave

orders to " about ship" and return,—it taking some time to

reach the Buffalo dock. A carpenter was sent for, who repaired

the broken plank. We then again set forth and once more

were in the lake. It was now two o'clock in the afternoon,

and most of the vessels were out of sight. Night set in, the

light breeze continuing all night and the next day, and until

almost one o'clock the following morning, when it shifted to

the west, and blew a gale. The mate who had charge of the

deck called to the Captain who was below, and wanted to know

what he should do, as he could make no headway. The Cap-

tain turned out in a moment, and stopping halfway up t!.e com-

panion-way, asked what was the vessel's position. Being told

about how far we were above Cleveland, he then asked, " Can

you make the leeof the islands by laying your course across the

lake?" The mate replied, "I dont know." The Captain told

him to "try it." He did so; and in the morning, just at day-

light, we got under the lee of Cunningham's Island, now called

Kelley's Island. I had been lying still in my berth, wide

awake, all this time, as the vessel had tossed very much; but

about daylight beginning to feel sea-sick, I concluded to go

on deck and take the air. I did so, but the effort was too

much, I was compelled to go to the rail. I hung on with both

hands, and aiter a few heaves and surges, both the vessel and

myself felt easier, as we soon got into still water.

We continued our course without stopping, until we arrived

at Swan Creek, now Toledo. After discnarging part of our

cargo at the warehouse there, we sailed up the Maumee river

to Perrysburg. i

In consequence of this terrible gale, the Eagle, though the

last of all that fleet of vessels to leave port, and notwithstanding

the delay on account of the leak, was the first to reach her

intended destination, while many of those vessels were driven


