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1 liavc

Vdii have nut slnnvu such I'aiKV

I am not sure now wlio is tlio

liy lior witli siicli ciittin^^ coldness. He Hit that riiiliii hail acted niip>t

unjiracionsly and that lie iiii,u,ht hu excused I'or breakini:' a iironiise yivcn

under sucli circnnmtanccs ; but nevertheless he had ahout him a dee]i

sense (tf honour, and kept his word Tnost lnyally for those loni:. wcai

y

months.

When the year was out Sinmnd suddenly icit lor the upper part ol' the

Ottawa, and then Marston f'ullowed and called to sec Mary on his way.

lie met her, as it liapitencd, walking hy the hank.s of the river, not far from
"

'flio Snows." with her hands full nl' hriuht .lUtumn leaves, some ol whiidi

she Inid carelessly arranged in her dark hair.

She was ])assinj:; him with that coM mid of the head, imw u>nal with

her whenever tliey met.
'• Mary, don't pass nic hy like that," said Marston hurriedly, ' I've

Irni.u wished to s])eak to yon, ami — .'

• Jt seems tn me,'' interrupted 3lary

i'or my company, for a year and more

nuist disa^reeahle—yon or Philip'.'"

•' Perhaps, .Mary, you can t(dl why I'hilip i

plied 3Iar.ston, provoked hy her cold tone.

"1 am not to he ealleil to account for all tin- fancies you younji' men
may take," answered ,Mai'y with a saucy shake of her pretty curl.-- ;

" hut

1 must make haste hoini-, \'nv it is uettini:- late."

" Vou can surely spare me five minutes," exclaimed Charles. ea;;erly.

" How much you seem to value my com])any now," sui<l the girl, us

she pretended to walk' on ; i'nv I diil'iir liclicve for a moment that she in-

temlcd to ],rovoke Marston to the extent ofdriviiii^ him away, but only

wished to punish him a little for what slie had rca.son certainly to think

was i;reat ncLilect on Ids part.

Then .Mar.«tou, unable to keep silence loii'.^er, out of the fullness of his

heart, told that story ns olil .-is the wiuld itself. What he may huve said

.1 cannot say— 1 suppose he could not have repeated it himself ; but at

.all events his defence was most successful. If the eH'ect ol a speech is

weighed hy the sympathy it excite-i in an audi"nce. then Marston jiosscssed

the elements of a most eli'eetive orat;u' ; for the result of his appeal was

to win .Marv's willin-j; consent to be !>is wife.
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i»ut business had to be atteiidivl to, and Marston wus soon freed to

leave the company of his bethrothed and hasten to the woods, where he

was the I'fircinan of a larue uan^ (if men em]iloycd in t.ikiiii;' out timber

on one of the smaller streams emptyinj; into the Ipjier Ottawa. You
may be sure that he left with a i;ayer heart than he had for many months ;

so joyou.s was he, that he thought little even ol the lirst moctinu' with his

foster-brother, to whom he carried a conciliatory messai;e tiom Mary
who now bcnau to re;;ret that she had ever trifled with the iiassionate

youn^' imin. iMarstou hoped that Philip had become nearly cured t)f hi.-

attachment and would yladly meet his friendly approaches. It was about

u week after the im])ortant event just mentioned, before the two younu

men met each other at the shantv. and then Charles Marston tolil Simond
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