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aîîd afford eiîloymient to thousands ol
i within our Dominion. That means

an increased population and the advance-
mient of our inanufacturing interests as
well.

Let nie tell you, honourable gentlemen,
that despite our rnuch vaun ted water com-
ununication betwcen Montrel and the
ncad of the lakes, the quantity of wheat
alone exportcd f rom our own Canadian
Northw~est by way of Buffalo, in the years
1916 and 1917, totailed 179,M2,635 bushels,
w hile ta lNiontreal in 1917-1918 we sent oniy
56,010,902 bushels. Neariy four times as

nuch wlîeat w'cnt ta Buff alo as s'ont to
Montreal. Not oniy are wc iosing aur own
trade. not only arc the Americans coming
in and taking- it f rom us, but with the ad-
vantages that we have devcioped we shoulti
holti cvery hushel of it and take a large
part of the Ameiican trade at Buffalo; but
wc are sitting idiy by and doing nothin.
'iat is the fact and it cannot be gainsaid.

Now I talie the, figures of the port of
Moteifrteyear 1918. The total

quantity of grain of ail kinds which
passeti throughi Montreai was 56,448,566
bushels. In the preceding ycar the quan-
tity wsas 58,M9,646 bushels.

The total output of wheat in Canada
amnounts ta saine two hundreti million
busheis. There is consumcd, according ta
wlîat I consider weii authenticated figures,
about one-half of that quantity for foodi
and seed, leaving about anc hundred mil-
lion bushels for export. Yet wc find ta
aur mortification, as the figures prove, that
it is going by way of Buffalo. But that
is flot the worst of it. If wc could keep
only ame-quarter or one-third o! the trade,
it would not be se bad. But what are vwe
tlîreatened with ta-day? In an evil ma-
rnent-to mv mind, at lcast, it was an
evil moinent-the Govcrnmcnt o! Canada
dlecideti upon starting what was known as
the deepening o! the Welland canal. The
tiane has -one by ta cail a haît on that.
Sa much inoney has been expended that
the expenditure will inevitahly continue.
But what ni11 be the restit? W'e hope anti
w e trust thiat it mnay mnure ta the benefit
of Canada, but 1 am going to read one
clipning train ant American papcr-I bave
read i any sucla clippings in the past-as
to the nanner in which the people of the
Unitedi States viewv the deepenirîg of the
Welland Canal

Oswego. NY.. Octaber 18, 1917.-This city
is exceedingly sorry that the Canadian Gov-
erniment bas suspended w'%ork on the Welland
flin'xl until after the war. Oawego has been
figuring an benefiting pierhaps mare than any
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other- port on the lakes froni the Canadjaxi
P)ublic %"or l. Ikf.,re -the introduction of the
l arge boats now in use on the lakes Oswego
w as a great commercial centr e, and it hopes ta
see this business restored w hen the comipletion
of the ne\% canal enables the lîuge grain and
ore boats ta corne dow~n mithout breaking bulIk.

As the Welland Canal is ta be free ta the
United States by treaty, the largest Canadian
lake ships wvill deliver grain cargoea to 1,500-
ton United States barges at Oswego, in the New
York State Barge Canal for New York iiistead
of ta 2,00-and 300-ton barges a-s at present,
and thus they will campete with the large
Canadian ships discharging into 2,000-ton bar-
ges at Prescott or Kingston for Mantreal.

What does that ail inean? Let us take
ain illustration. Two grain vessels stand
in lake Ontario. Each is laden with
500,000 bushels of grain. The Amnerican
says that if the grain is for export to
Great Britain the vessel will turn in to
Oswcgo. Why? Because at Oswego the
cargo cana be transferred to barges earrying
50,000 bushels, andi a procession of thosle
barges cana iove dawn ta tlic port of -Ne-,%-
York, and on that hasis, it is estimated,
grain can be transported froin Oswego to
New York at 2ý ce'nts a bushel. Wbien
you add to that the one cent a bushel for
transportation in the large vessel, there is
a rate of 31 cents a bushel from the head
of the lakes to New York via the American
system, to which the people of Canada are
contributing se liberally by the construc-
tion of the Welland canal. But there are
those who contradiet'that. They say no-
that the two vessels wiil go over to Kings-
ton and transfer their cargo there, and it
will proceed to %Montreal and wiil be there
loadeti into shipa. WVe hope that it inay
aIl prove truc; but do not forget this,
that the tiie when the grain is moving in
large quantities is not in the months o!
June and" July-the suinmcer months-at
ail; it is in the fail o! the ycar, at the
last o! the season, when the harbour of
Ncw York is open and the port of Mont-
real is closing up..

"Now it is ail very wecli,'ý 1 shall bc
told, "to find f ault, but you shoulti supply
a remedy." -I say that the -Govcrnmnent of
Canada shoulti start next season with tlie
remcdy, if a reincdy is practicable, andi be-
fore the systein of transportation via the
enlargeti Welland Canal and the barge sys-
tern in the States gees into force, we should
concentrate and do everything possible ta
bring 'this trade to the port o! Mont-
reai. One suggestion I would mnake
is this. Last year we hiat an ab-
normai season; it was a very open
season; the port of Montrcai was open un-
tii December 17. Why not have the port
of 'Montreal k-ept open ev-crY yvar, flot oly


