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reduced its expenditure by billions of dollars;
France bas reduced her expenditure beyond
ail expectationis; and the samne may be said
of Belgium and of the other overseas
Doïminions. I say with confidence that not

one of the countries with which we were
associated in the lait war bas failed to carry
out a most pronounced. policy of retrench-
ment. In Canada, however, the idea hias ap-

parently neyer presented itself ta tihe public
mind that retrenchinent in expenditure is

necessary. We have thrown the doors open,

the bars are dawn, -the lid of the chest is

open, iand an invitation la extended to every

spending Departmnent of the country ta make

whatever raid upon the public treasury it may

sec fit. I have not observed cither this Ses-

sion or last the slightest inclination on the

part of the Gavernment ta curb expendîture.
It bas not seeined ta be canscious of the f act

that aur expenditure la advancing by leaps

and bouads, and that taxatiax4 is mouniting
ta such an extent .that industry is crippled
and development has practieally ceased. We

find the greatest apprehensian expressed by
the large interests not only in regard ta en-

tering upon the extension of enterprises which

they at present.represent, but even as te their
continuance.

Hanourable gentlemen, we do net feel at

the marnent the consequences that muet
necessarily ensue fram the present situation
of affaire in Canada, and that at a very

early date. Apparently the Govcrnment of
the day is anly refiecting that widespread
impre.-ýion which* we find in aîl quartera, that
we can go an expanding aur public obliga-

tians day after day, week after week, month
after month withaut danger. The Govern-
ment -of the day should be the leader in the

mavement of retrenchment and ecanamy, but
they are not giving the lead in that direction.
In this matter of grass extravagance 1 do not
acquit those representing the large interests
of Canada, for wlule, they may not be partici-
pating in such extravagance themselves, they
are not making their proteet as they should.
If the large intereats in this Dominion sit
idly by, simply bowing fiheir neeks tü the
yoke, and accept without pratest the burdens
placed upon their shouldere by the Govern-
ment of the day, they are cqually resporisible
with the Gavernment that imposes those
burdens, if not mare so.

The higheet patriotic duty that Canadianc
can render tu their country to-day is te realiEs
the danger which faces us. Our taxation ii
heavier than that of any other country, se fai
as 1 can ascertatin. There has been a reduc.
tion of taxation in Great Britain; there bai
beeti a great reductian of taxation in thi

Unit-ed States, where the incarne tax reduction
represents something like 25 per cent. Our
taxation to-day is greater than it has ever
been.

Ia it possible for us tao develop the magni-
fic-nt resouroes wit.bin the bouzdaries of this
gr-at country of which we are the possessors
uv less we sit do'wn and seriously coneider
how this can be done, how the expenditure
Cpn be cut down, how taxation can be reduced,
anLd how we can extend an invitation to the
ccruntries of the world ta inveat their capital
in Canada? 1a there any inducement, to-day
tc' fareign capital to corne inta Canada? la
tl'ere any inducement to domestic capital?
T,'-day even our domestic capital ie lying
ile, and capitalists absolutely refuse ta invest
in the industries or the publie interests of
this country. No higher patriotism could be

exhibited by the people of Canada than by
orening their eyes to the present condition
of public affaire, partieularly touching finan-
cial expenditures, which. are proving such à
menace to our future development.

.t would be idile, honourable gentlemen,
for me te go inta, an analysis of the financial
Bille which have beeli presented to us, involv-
ing very large expenditures to which we have
given exceptional, atten1tionl during the present
Session. In connection therewith I wish ta
voice a protest against the policy of having
to confront those Buis from Session te Ses-
sion without the Government of the day or
the Buse of Commons having given proper
cousideration to them. There must b. an
impression there that the buck can be paaad
to the Senate. The coneequerice ie that we
are subjected te offeive and unjustifiable
criticiemn in the country. Let me illuetrate. Thc
Pension Bill was presented by the Govern-
ment for consideration after prorogation had
bepn annaunced, not ta this Chamber, but to
another. It received about an hour's coxisider-
atian. by that Chamber, and was then sent
to this Bouse, and we were asked to assume
the responsability of dealing with it, prac-
tically whàle the Governor wae waiting to
prorogue Parliament. This practice throws an

orus upon the Senate which. we kAiuld not
be called upan to assume.

I sixnply mention thie by way of illustration;
but the samne remarks apply ta the Branch
Lines Railway Bill of lait Session-not Bille,
but anc till, which was submitted in the dying

hours of the Session, attér prorogation had

practically been announced. The Senate was

subjected ta hostile criticism in the country
*for rejecting tfhe Bill at that time, the coun-
*try, not knowlng any of the eircumstances or

conditions surrounding that Bill. The samne
messure cornes down during the present Ses-


