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bc give the whîole ituiner of the votes t0

the candidate ?

Hon. Mr. FEIIGUSON-My bon. friend
ny find thc opposition made the mistake of

not knowing the very full extent of thicir
own strcngth, or they might have made it
quibe as uncomfortable in the constituecees
-whcre bhey allowed bhc government t0 re-
turît their candidates by acclamation as
in bte constituencies where Uic change was

brougbt about I know that la West
Queeît's we serlously considcred the advis-
ability of allowing the seat t0 go by ne-
claniation. Tlînt was our conclusion untîl

a wvcek after the by-election w-as called on.

It was, however, dcbermined tîtat attother
cour." should be pursucd, and tie result
conîparcd w-ith the general election, wns
a falling aa-ay of the government majority
by 453 votes. and blain n n constituetcY
where fb was not expectcd f rom thec start to
the finish by the opposition that bhcy could
elcl their man, in consequence of the
powerful patronage of the bwo govern-
ments in the city of Charlottetown, which
controlled a very large vote. I find that
the change in the feeling in these elght con-
stituencies is 530 votes on an average, and

I find by applying juet slmply the change
that occvrred la West Queen's, ini Prittce
Edward Islatid, to the other four ridings,
supposing a similar result was t0 occur
in the other four ridîngs of the pro-
vince, that bhc majority against the gov-
ernment in these ridings would have reacli-
ed f rom 213 to 678 votes. The resuit of these
elections is a clear indication, to my mimd,
that thc policy of the goverfiment upon the
Transcontinental Railway question which

was Uic great issue before the electors, was
dlsapproved by the people at the poils. It
was not mcrely in one province. Elections
uere heid ia four provinces. Inth ei x-
trente %vest of Ontario twvo elections wcre
hild. Tîtere w-as a bunch of clections ini

tihe pr-ovince of Qnebcc. Another wvas held
in the city of St. John and one was held in

West Queen*s. P.E.I., and il so happencd tlîat
îîeariy ail 0f tbese constituencies, or ail of
tlîem tîtat were helci by thc goveranent be-
for-e. were hield by sucli large majorities that
il wvould seemi aimost like presunîption to
ntlenîpt 10 ov-ertbrow the goveratuent in
titese places. lu one case, in St. Hyacinthe,
whîerc the govertîment majorily amounlcd

to 1,111 votes; the majority was reduced
to 185. Talce the city of St. John, where
such a complete overturn was made,
and East Lambton, we find important
resuits. It is flot confined to one place, but
it extended over a large breadth of the
country.. Last year, wben this Bill was be-
fore the House, wc complalned from this
side of the House, as was donc also in the
House of Commons, tliat the proposition
%ias very Indefinite, and more partlculnrly
as to the question of route. As far as
the Bill itself was concerned, lt seems that
tîtere ivas nothing vcry definite in regard
to thc route to be traversed between the
main points, Moncton, Qucbcc and Wliiai-
lies and thte Pacifie coast but the govera-
meut came down to parliament witb what
tlîey called mountains of information on
the subjeet. A report was got up) under
tlie instructions of the 'Minister of the In-
terlor, by Dr. Ami, of the Geological Sur-
vey, with regard to the country thiat was
to be traversed beta-cen the city of Quebec
and the clty of Winnipeg, and a map was
subinitted to parliament, showing thle line
of the proposed raiiway.

Hou. gentlemen wvill reinenber vcry
distinctly ail the things that werc said
in this House and elsewberc with re-
gard to the route. Wc were told that for 700
miles wcst of Quebcc il was absolutely
a piece of tableiand, a country so smooth,
that there %vas no depression in the wholc
Ieîîgtlt greater tat 200 feet, and that there
would be no difficulty in obtaining nl)solute-
iy- level grades, so mueli so that oue Of the
enthusiasts, a supporter of the railway in
thv press, said that ail it would be necels-
s.ry f0 do w-ould be to start a car at
Winnipeg and it wtinl( carry itself riziat

lonîg alntost the whole distance eastward
by its owni moinentum tli it reachcd Que-
bec. Ail tuit was told to tas last session of

liarliaînent. They told us that the govern-
ittent ltad miade the w-onderful discovery
thiat fflong titis lieiglit of land in a direct
Une betweeît Quebec ani Winnipeg there
%vas a1 piece 0f tableland over xvhich a route
could be located that would afford such
eatsy gr-ades as wionld put ail other railwvays
ini the sîtade, itot only ia this country but
in every other country. That was the state-
iienit mîade ini titis House and elsewhere,
Mid luit is the substance of tbe officiai


