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palicy that is going ta ensure the kind of renewable
resaurce policy that we need ini this country.

Ibis bill, C-74, is a bih ta amend the Fisheries Act
which, interestingly, was likely anc of the first pieces of
legisiation passed by Parliament after Confederation.
The Fisheries Act, first passed in 1868, has given,
generally, the legal authority ta the Gavernment of
Canada ta canserve and prateet fish habitats and ta
cantrol and manage Canada's fisheries. It has been
amended 40 times since 1868, which gives an indicatian
af the amaunt af time and importance that Parliament
gives ta aur fisheries. It is intercsting, as a side nate, that
a lat af the wards we use abaut the fisheries resaurce arc
the same anes that we use in farestry in terms af
develaping a resaurce and the prablems that we have
there.

Let us take a laak at same af the issues in this
legisiatian and same af the cancerns that we in this party
have aver the bill. Befare I start, I shauld give same
credit ta the member far Nanaima wha was aur fisheries
critic and did a great deal af the impartant background
wark an this prapased legisiatian priar ta my taking aver
the respansibility. I thank him far that because he is
certamnly wchl knawn ini that field and has a great deal af
knawledge. His will be same big shaes ta f111 and wc will
sec haw it gaes.

This prapased legisiatian, Bill C-74, is primarily ani-
ented taward increasing the fines Icvied against thase
wha cither fish illegally ar cantaminate ar dcstray fish
habitats. This is cssentially the purpase behind the
prapascd legisiatian.
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There arc alsa pravisians which strengthen thc ability
af the Department af Fisheries and Oceans ta gather the
infarmatian nccessary fan the dcpartment ta manitor
fishing activity. It is anc af the areas mcntiancd by the
previaus speaker. Clearly, whcn this legisiatian is befare
the cammittee, it is what wc are gaing ta have ta take a
laak at in tenms af the detail af that legisiatian and haw
it will impact an the small inshane aperatars.

In this cantcxt wc are nat appaseci ta this legisiatian.
Hawcvcr, there are same vcry seniaus prapasals which 1
will lay aut i a number af points abaut this legisiatian

that we will have ta deal with in cammittee and in later
debate.

First is the importance and need far public participa-
tian and debate in this legisiatian. I knaw the parliamen-
tary secrctary is listenmng carefully. I knaw lie will enjay,
and I hape suppart, aur proposai ta have the committcc
travel whcn it deals with this legîsiatian ta have an
oppartunity ta hear fram people about this specific
legisiation and same af the proposais and changes that
we will be prapasing and making. 0f caurse there will be
changcs that may came fram. the ather parties as well. It
is aur intention ta introduce thase amendments and any
others that are required cither in cammittee or in the
repart stage af the legisiation.

Let us take a look at the legisiation. Basically it relates
in a numben af ways ta what this government is trying ta
da i tcrms af The Green Plan which has nat dane well ta
date. 1 suppase at some paint we will hear mare from. the
Minister af the Environment as lic tries ta necaver and
gain some high graund with that plan. Ta date it has been
cans.idered by ail ta be a failure.

Twa very important reports an the east coast fishery
that have been debated and discusscd in the fisheries
committec and raiscd many tinies in the Hause arc the
Harris repart an northemn cad and the Haché repart an
the Scatia-Fundy graundfishery.

Perhaps I can add a certain west caast perspective ta
this bül at this point. There is a complete lack of any
substantive backgraund matenial an what this bill can da
ta try and crack dawn an polluters an the wcst caast.
This is an indicatian of the gavernmcnt's failure ta
addrcss the whale questian af pallution from pulp mills
and ta try ta clean up the Fraser River. There has been
na seriaus attempt by this gavernmcnt. It is anc af the
shartcamings in the backgraund material. We wil bc
mcntianing and rcferring ta that later as we ga.

The intent of the legisiatian is certainly laudable and
anc that I have said that we can support far that purpase.
1 put a question carlier taday ta a previaus speaker. Yau
can write all af thesc fine things into legîsiatian ar yau
can even put them inta constitutians, but haw can we be
assured that thase pahicies, iaws, and rules are actually
gamng ta be followed up an and be acted upan?
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