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I extend also ail my congratulations to the
members of the house who, since the last
session, were chosen as parliamentary assist-
ants. With the qualities that we know are
possessed by ail of them, we are sure they
wiil fulil their duties ta the satisfaction of ail.

(Translation):

Mr. Speaker, I will now say a few words of
the various measures mentioned in the speech
from the throne and wbich will be brought ta
aur attention during the present session.

It would be difficuit ta go into the wholc
legisiative programme ta be presented by the
gavereiment. Therefore, 1 shahl limait my
observations ta the two main measures an-
nounced ta the Canadian people a few weeks
ago. namely, the new trade and tariff agree-
ments and the restrictions imposed on aur
imports tram the United States.

On the evening of November 17, the Prime
Minister spoke from London, informing us of
the general trade and tariff agreements sigacd
at Geneva and thereatter known as the
"Geneva Agreements".

The signing of those agreements constitutes
ane of the mnost important economnic events of
our- lime. The 23 signatory countries agree, in
lthe preamble, that:

' . their relations lu the field of trade andi
eraeoini e endeav aur shotl d be condîicted -w i ti
a vice ta raisng standardis of living. cnshiig
full emtployient and a larcge ani stea di lv groti -
i ng volunme of cea I lurnt e anid effectiive de-
niait(. developittg the fui] use of ýthe îsîie
et the w orlil an th XI) antinîg tîte 1prodiiet ion antd
exebiange of goods.

The preamble gaes on ta declare that the
signatory powers are:

. . desirous of contributing ta ýthese objec-
tives b3 cntcring juta reciprocal and mutualiy
advantageaus arrangements directed to the sub-
stantial reduetian of tariffs and other barriers
ta trade andi te the elimination of discriminatory
treatînent la international commerce.

The preaînble sets forth a frec trade policy.
The intention is ta avoid tram naw on, in sa
far as passible, boycotting and cxaggcrated
pratectionist measures which, in the past,
amounted almost ta ecanomnie warfare between
certaýin counitries and which can, in the long
run, bring on reai war.

Canada, with its immense natural resaurces,
its unlimited agricultural and industrial passi-
hilities, stili numbers but a relatively smail
population. Sa that, bath by nature and
necessity, wc are an exparling country. In
faut, if we wish ta retain the cquilibrium and
activity required ta ensure the survival and
progress of aur ecanomy, we must export
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almost 40 per cent of aur production. There-
fore, the Geneva agreements are of the highest
concern ta us.

Thanks ta this arrangement, many pro-
duets needed ta maintain aur living standard
wilI be admitted ta the country mare freely
and in larger quantities or wilI benefit by
tariff reductions. The latter apply ta 600
items that came under the general tariff and
ta 150 items listed under the preferential tariff,
while 94 articles appearing under the samne
hieadiag are naw admitted duty free.

In return, aur country bas abtained tariff
concessions trra the 22 ather signatary powers,
cspecially train the United States. The agree-
mnents will theretore help us ta an incrcased
voltume af sales and ta a diversified toreign
mnarkct, itis assisting us in no smali measure
in salving the prablcma ot aur financial diffi-
culties with which the governmcnt is greatly
cancerned at present.

Obviausly, this brings me ta discuss the
steps taken in order ta remedy aur shortage
ot Amierican dollars.

As I recalled a shtort while ago, we heard, an
thle niglit ot Noventher 17, the Rt. lion. tue
Pimiie lViiater wlîa, speaking betare his
uuîlleague. broughit us cointorting ncws. A few
minhutes luter, however, the lion, te Minister

of Finance (Mr. Abbatt) and lus parliamen-
laiEY as-iistainî. the lion. member for Rimouski
(Mr. Belzile) told us rather harsh trul lis tliat
w4, had pcrhaps forgotten; titese gentlemen
al,.o infocîned us of the steps Canadians would
have ta take in order ta guard against
the iînpeîtding danger.

Incidentalhy, may 1 point out that in this
speech, broadcast simultaneously in Frenchi
and Engltsh by the CBC, we have an example
et that officiai biiinguaiism which should be
in evidence as trequently as passible in titis
sphere ot radio, not only in anc province but
in the wltole of Canada.

An lion. MEMBER: Hear, hearl

Mr. DION: At the bcginninig of bis radio
address, the Minister ot Finance warnýed us
that aur rapidly decreasing reserves of toreiga
currency compelled us ta take special steps ta
consolidate aur commercial position. lie added
that those steps did not im.ply any relaxation
in aur determination ta do ail in aur power
tor the ecanomie restoration of the warld and
the expansion ot international trade.

IL seems paradoxical that wc shouhd be
compelled f0 resort ta restrictions at a time


