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SupplyI-Fi8he ries

sonally acquainted with the guarddans in the
county 1 represent, and working with thern
for quite smc time myseif, 1 feel I arn in a
position to gay thay are raliable citizens, doing
a fine job for starvation wagcs. I think the
department should consider paying these
guarcLians, who in most cases, as I have said,
are returncd soldiars, a living wagc.

Much can be done to improva this industry
by sincere cooperation betwecn this depart-
ment and the fishermen. If every official frorn
the highest to the lowcst could ha convinccd
that ha is paid not only to make and enforce
regulations, and I might add that thare are
pienty, but also to study the problerna con-
fronting the fisherman frorn coast to coast,
to associate with them in a friandly manner,
irnparting knowledge acquircd by that study
wharc it wouid ha; benaficial and appreciated,
then everyonc would ba benefitad. From
axparience I would say that too many officiais
sac only one part of thair obligation, that of
enforcing regulations. That may ha essential,
but it doas not require great knowlcdge of the
fishing industry; or it rnay not prove to ha a
great credit to the officiai. I sincerely hope
that ini the future this department wiil
scriously considar, the imiportance of arming
these officers with knowlcdge of the fishing
industry, not with firearmns to carry whiie on
officiai duty as has been donc ini the past and
is haing donc at the present tirne. An officer's
e.fficiency cannot always ha gauged by the
number of infractions of regulations rcported,
or by the, number of prosecutions secured,
although this is the yardstick commoniy used
by this departrncnt.-

In conclusion may I say that I arn personally
acquainted with practically cvery fisherman in
t~he county I represent, having been associatcd
with thern during the time 1 was engaged in
this industry mnyself, for ovar twcnty years,
and I feel I have some. knowladge of the
difficulties thcy have to contend with. Long
hours of exposure and bard work mean nothing
to these rnen if they can make the living
which thcy justly deserve. 1 have endeavoured
to point out the situation regarding mnarkets
and the absolute neccssity of cooperation
betwecn the fishermen and the fisheries depart-
ments of these two countries, since we are
obliged to look to our ncighbours for the
markets we have always enjoycd. We are
aiso dependent upon the cooparation of al
dcpartmcnts of the governrnent to sec to it
that those privileges are preserved which
mean so mucli to the fishermen of Charlotte
and the maritime provinces. The men who
go down to the sea in ships have over a period

of years built up a friendly international spirit
which might be copied with, great benefit and
credit by other parts of this dominion.

Mr. GIBSON <Comox-Aiberni): Mr. Chair-
man, I would like to take a few minutes to
discuss certain phases of the fisheries industry.
I also represent a fishing constituency, that of
Comox-Aiberni. While perhaps I cannot say
that it is the best fishing constituency in
Canada, I can say to the hon. member for
Queens-Lunenberg that it, probably produces
the most fish. I welcome the suggestion of
the hon. member that we who represent fishing
communities should work together and co-
operate rather than endeavour to create rivalry
betwaen the Pacific and Atlantic coasts. In
that I arn in complete agreement.

I notice that the agricultural members in
the house have achieved great success in, shall
I say, assaulting the treasury. They have
made an excellent job of this. I notice that
every time the agriculture estimates are up
those hon. members appear to cooperate
whole-heartely with the Minister of Agri-
culture in an effort to obtain ail the assistance
they can for their farmers. I know that the
budget for the Departmcnt of Fisheries oif
some $4,2000 will flot appear like a large
sum to- members representing agricultural dis-
tricts. I noticed that one hon. mnember from
Saskatchewan made an appeal for his white-
fish. I arn glad to sec him taking care of the
fishermen oi his constitg.ency, but I arn just
wondering, in view of the technique displayed
hy these agricultural. members, if we will not
find our appropriation going to the province
of Saskatchewan. I arn a littie bit worried
about their skill in that regards.

The hon. member for New Westminster
has suggested that the British Columbia
members were flot pressing their fisheries as
muoh as they shouid. That may be true.
-We British Columibians arc modest people.
We neyer say mucli about our climate or our
peaches or anything like that. We have always
f ound that if you have a ra good product
or a real good industry it will ha something
like rnother's pies--thcy 'will flot nced too
rnuch praise.

I amn sorry there has been so much delay
in bringing down thesa estimates. It was
unfortunata that so mudh tirna was wasted'
on the speech from the throne ini disceussing
generalities.' I hope that next year we will
ha able to get down to these matters carlier
in the session. We are fortunate in having so
rny British Columbiai mainhers stili present
in the house. They must have heen lucky
with thair train reservations.


