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Governor General’'s Speech

Angus Neil McCallum, Esquire, member for
the electoral district of Frontenac-Addington,
introduced by Right Hon. W. L. Mackenzie
King and Hon. Norman McL. Rogers.

Joseph Napoleon Francceur, Esquire, member
for the electoral district of Lotbiniere, intro-
duced by Right Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King
and Right Hon. Ernest Lapointe.

OATHS OF OFFICE

Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime Minister) moved for leave to introduce
Bill No. 1, respecting the administration of
oaths of office.

Motion agreed to and bill read the first
time,

GOVERNOR GENERAL’S SPEECH

Mr. SPEAKER: I have the honour to
inform the house that when the house did
attend His Excellency the Governor General
this day in the Senate chamber, His Excellency
was pleased to make a speech to both houses
of parliament. To prevent mistakes, I have
obtained a copy, which is as follows:

Honourable Members of the Senate:
Members of the House of Commons:

It affords me much pleasure to greet you
upon the resumption of your parliamentary
duties.

The interval which has elapsed since the last
session witnessed the coronation, in the month
of May, of Their Majesties King George the
Sixth and Queen Elizabeth. The event was one
of special significance to the nations of the
British Commonwealth. In the coronation
service and ceremonial, recognition was given
to the relationship between the sovereign and
his peoples in the several dominions, as em-
bodied in the Statute of Westminster.

Members of the government participated in
the deliberations of the Imperial Conference
which followed immediately after the corona-
tion. The summary of proceedings of the
conference will be placed before you at an
early date for your consideration. It is the
belief of the government that the opportunities
afforded for the exchange of views and infor-
mation on questions of common interest and
concern, will serve to further the well-being of
all parts of the commonwealth.

It is gratifying to note that, during the
past year, there has been a further substan-
tial advance in Canada’s economic recovery.
Revenues have reached new levels. Trade with
other countries has materially expanded. There
has been a general increase in employment and
a marked decrease in the numbers receiving
unemployment aid.

The recurrence, in a more acute form, of
drought conditions in certain areas of western
Canada has unfortunately made it necessary
to provide assistance on an unprecedented scale.
The government intends to continue its activities
under the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Act.

In view of the success which has attended
efforts to assist in the training of unemployed
young people, it is proposed to extend the
wcheme during the coming year.

[Mr. Speaker.]

The Department of Agriculture has been
reorganized and its services consolidated alon
lines designed to improve the standard ang
acceptability of Canadian farm products.

Arrangements are being completed for the
inauguration of a national trans-Canada air
service.

The National Employment Commission, the
royal commission appointed to inquire into
conditions in the textile industry, and the
commission appointed under the provisions of
the Veterans’ Assistance Commission Act, 1936,
have concluded their duties. The reports of
these commissions will be tabled in due course.

The strains and stresses, which economic and
social developments since confederation have
placed upon Canada’s governmental structure,
have disclosed the necessity for adjustments
which will enable it the more effectively to
serve provincial and national needs, and to
promote and preserve Canadian unity. My
ministers are of the opinion that, with exact
and adequate information, it should be possible
for the appropriate authorities to work out
satisfactory solutions. As a first step towards
this end, a royal commission of inquiry has
been appointed to re-examine the economic and
financial basis of Confederation and the dis-
tribution of legislative powers in the light of
the new conditions which have arisen in the
past seventy years. The commission has already
held sittings in many parts of the Dominion.

The cooperation of the provinces has been
sought with a view to an amendment of the
British North America Act, which would em-
power the parliament of Canada to enact
forthwith a national scheme of unemployment
insurance. My ministers hope the proposal
may meet with early approval, in order that
unemployment insurance legislation may be
enacted during the present session of parliament.

Members of the House of Commons will be
invited to consider the report of the special
committee on Elections and Franchise Acts,
and you will be asked to enact such legislation
as may be necessary to implement such of the
committee’s recommendations as meet with their
approval.

A measure will be submitted to extend the
authority of the Board of Railway Commis-
sioners.

Legislation will be introduced with a view
to furthering the principle of parliamentary
control of the export of electrical power.

The international situation generally con-
tinues to give much ground for anxiety. My
ministers have endeavoured, as opportunity has
afforded, to promote international understand-
ing and good-will. They have sought to join
the efforts of Canada to those of other countries
which are seeking by cooperation and con-
ciliation to effect a settlement of questions and
issues which concern the world’s peace.

The administration has followed with deep
interest the course of the negotiations being
conducted with a view to the conclusion of a
trade agreement between the United Kingdom
and the United States of America. My min-
isters are fully alive to the importance of these
negotiations, and to Canada’s interest in their
outcome.

In August last, the Canadian government
approached the government of the United
States with a view to extending and revising
the trade agreement concluded between them
in 1935. Exploratory conversations followed



