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Agricultural Conditions

than in the joy of prasperity. Dirt f amers
now believed thet "paper wheat" had ton mucb
influence on the prica of the real wheat.

Deeling with the maney side of the quiestion,
Mr. Priestly quoted the resuits af hits survey
which shawed the Ineses in excess of one
hundred million dollars.

An han. MEMBER: By whom?

Mr. BENNETT: The farmers. The ex-
tract from. the newspapar cantinues:

Individual lasses, he declered, were all the
way from a few hundred dollars ta $168,000.

"In some instances it was shawn that farmers
last everything-land, crap and équiprnent,"
said Mr. Priestly. "Local bankers have stated
that in mnany instances lasses in thrir damý-
munities have ranged abave $100,000. An est]-
mate of the lasses in the district trihutary ta
ana of aur best southern Alberta towns exceeds
a million and a quarter dollars. In ana sec-
tion of railway less than 90 miles. the lasses
in e very rparsely settlad district amounted ta
$300,000."1

AIl lost by speculation. That is stated by
the vice-president of the United Farmers of
Alberta. There is his story. Does it sup-
port whet I said the other day, or does it
not?

An hon. MEMBER: Yes, it does.

Mr. BENNETT: Thare is the position
taken in evidence given publicly bef are the
Stamp cammisison in the city of Calgary on
Saturday, April 18 lest. They are nat my
words; I leave thera for the considaration af
the house. It may ha that anc pronounces
ana s obituery in directing attention ta these
evils. It would be far better, it saams ta
me, for hon. gentlemen ta confine their
efforts ta really constructive concemn about
how the difflculty is ta ha avercoma than
ta shut their eyes and refuse ta see the facts.

The Ministar of Agriculture has some very
wall-dafined ideas with respect ta that indus-
try.

An han. MEMBER: We have not heerd
them yet.

Mr. BENNETT: He has flot yet pre-
sented them ta the hause.

An hon. MEMBER: And the season will
soon be aver.

Mr. BENNETT: He will, ini due course.
By his estimates he hes indiceted how be
purposes ta give affect ta some of his pro-
posaIs. What struck me as passing strange
was that the hon. member for Lisgar should
camplain that someone in England wes ian
langer to, be continuad in bis position,
although the estimates for agriculture con-
tain a much larger surs than hed been used
heretof ore for the very purposes he men-
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tioned. Dhd he look at the estimates him-
self ? Did he see what the provisions are f or
agriculture? Did he compare them with lsst
year or the year before? Did he see evidences
of the very earnest; desire of the minister
to put into affect the policy he advocates?

The hon. mexuber complains of the price
of bacon. I recall that once I was a director
of a large packing house in this country, andi
I recail also the fact that Canadian bacon
com'manded a premium in. Great Britain.
Bacon prepared in Calgary in the factory of
P. Burns an*d Company cammanded a presu-
ium; at ana time it was as high as £5. 1
have seen farmars grow hogs and wax rich
on thora; then I have seen the price go down,
and instead of that steadiness ai purpase
which usuaiiy governs, there arase an ,itmo-
sphere of speculation which lent ite influence
ta ail walks of if e. Thera was speiculatian
in town lo-ts andi real estate, in ail stocks and
mining dlaims, in farmning, in everything. The
v~ery atmosphere breathed it. The farmers
sajd, " We cannat make money fat enough."
That idea was abroad t-hroughout the country,
and we are reaping the resuit of it. I did
point out that 1 bediavesi it wauld bring &bout
the resuit it bas brought abaut. I said that
in this house in 1928; 1 firmly believed it
then, and I know it now. Docs the hon.'
memiber suggest how from one seasan ta an-
other we are to overcome the difference in
the price (YI 'hgs. Great enterprises in this
country have cantinued during the lest twelve
manths and have not made ana par cent on
millions and millions of dollars. Doas he
realize that in the last fe'w montbis tha lot
af other men bas been as bad as the lot of
the farmer? Lot us consider the price of
newsprint. A faw months ago it was ana of
aur largest exporte; look at it ta-diay. We
are stili sanding aut the tannage, but what
is the price? Great American econamists
state that the price is fifty per cent less ths.n
the economic value of the newsprint itself.
Take ashastos; take pulp, if yau like, aside
fram the ne'wsprint itsalf. Take any of aur
caminodities. Loak et the great business con-
cerne. Look at aur raitroad aperations. Read
what yau see in your papers cancerning rail-
way aringg. Thase are t.hings calculatesi ta
arouse in the minds of thoughtful Canadiens
not the desire ta make it more diffieult for
those who have Vo tail and pay taxes, but
rather ta help tbem. in an asnest esideavaur
ta imprave conditions. But wbat bave we
frara hon, gentlemen opposite? Nathing but
the Jeremiah wail af deepair. No hope, no
caurage, no zeal for the future.


