
COMMONS
Supply- Finance

cf the public charge. I know ie the provinces
i is a ccimon thing to say: Oh wall, we
liave irnposed sueh and such a tax upon
people in a certain line of business; therefore
the publie does flot bear it, and it ils no
expenditure on the part of the governrnent.
The sarne thing is being said here. It is
flot healtby. We cannot expect any charge
to bc put upon any depar' ment of business
witbout liaving that charge cofiected in the
cost of that business tc the people. If vou
take insurance, w hile it is competitive ie a
sense. we ail knew the rates are absolutely
fixed, and necessarily fixed. by agreement
hotween the companies. Therefore, evecy
penny thait you adýd to the cest of administer-
iuc, [Le insurance systemn as a wholc must
hc reflected in1 the rates charged the peopla
for thoir in-qirance. It is not muehi use te
t-t1k about the hiLh ccst cf living wben by
onie littie step after another w~e do evecything
in our powecr te enhance the cost of the
different things thaý go to make up a living.

Mc1 . GARLAND (Bow River) : Has the
minister receivcd any reports from the In-
specter Ceeri of Banks this ycac?

Mr. ROBR: That does not conme under
this vrte, but I may sa ' thait I have received
a number of reports from birn. I ceceive
reports frorn him every week.

Mr. MANION: In fucthec reference te
Mr. Fielqvsoe's saiary, just te set the matter
righit I sent out te the library for the statu-
tes. and I find that by chaptor 29 cf 7-8
Edwxard VII:

Thw Goveurnor in Coun il mav appoint an ofltcer te
tu catid thtt Suiler:ntend ent of Insuirance. .. and
sucl offtoor hai tc païd suciR s3iar\', net exceecting fivo
tlou-ýan dollar. per annlum, as the Coe rner in Coun-

cl , fioni tiin. te timne, fix and dJetermaine.

That i-. bis orig-inal salary was not to ex-
ceed S.5.000. It does net sav it has te be up
fo $5.000. huit it rnust not exceed that fiure.

Se since 1908 t'his man's saiary bas doubled.
I n'ould be the Jast te protest agaînst paying
t.e a decent ex-lent any civ il servant, but we
mnust flot ferget that when wo ara paying a
civ il servant a saiarv of .SlO.000, that isas good
aýý Sl5.000 a yeac te a professional man. Take
a deeter. or a iawyer, more particularly, be-
cause a lawyer has mecre expense. Ha would
bave te care S15.000, wbich is a pretty fair
incorne ie Canada for the ocdinary iawyec
or dector, te make $10,000 a year net. I
oniy mention tbis in a generai avay se far as
I arn cencecnied, but I wish te associate myseif
with the others who have protested against
0env general increase of salaries at this time,
wben we shouid ba endeavourieg toecut tbem

[Mr. Baxter.]

dcown instead cf inceasing thern. If in 1»5~
sac couid get a mac for $5,000 while the ceat
cf living may have risen it lias not increased
te the oxtont cf justifying- the deubiing of
a rnan's saiary.

Mr. (JUUD: In regard te this paricular
effleer, my ewn feeling is that Mc. Finiaysoe
us ce itled te as mueh salary as the other
deputy teinisters, but I do deplore very much
the inieroases in the salaries cf the deputy
miiniters that have taken place in the iast
biroc years. I do net sec any justification

for it. I have spoken ce this mat or in pre-
viou c-.vars. 1 tbink it bias been a great mis-
take te biave had sucha largo and rapid in-
crea-s.s in the salaries of deputy ministers.

ILem agreed te.

To prex-ide for the expenses et work in the interest
eftfire preveeltion. te be carried on by the Derpaatment
of Insurance, $10.000.

'Mr. BAXKTER: I sbould like te know ist
sabat is bein ' done in connection xith this
vote? In scuce of the provinces it bas becoune
tbe ttustcrn nesa te have a local efficer ap-
pointed te investigate the causes of fire. It
bis been donc in rny own provine, aed 1
tbtnk the rosîtîts are good. I shoutdi Lke te
kov te a gonoral %vay .Iust how tbis rnoney
is spent, chu'ougb whern, aed the genecal
ebaracter cf the expenditure?

MIr. ROB13: This vote is for fire preven-
tion pucooses. The arnoueit is $10.000 as

coordwîtb $12,000 fer 1924-25. The vote
inoludes tbo saalary of Mr. J. Greve Smnith
$4.800 aed cf Miss B. N. Graften senior clark-
stenoutrapbor. $1.440. The axpendituce foc
1921-22 was S10,680.51; fer 1922-23 $18,287.37;
aed fer 1923-24, $11,380.70. Tha expenses dur-
inr tbe current fiscal yeac waro: salaries
$6,104.67, travelling $1,059.09, printing $1,737.55,
sund.ries $463.67; îttal $9,549.49.

Mr. 13AX-"TER: I wondor if the minister
raesthat, lisîenieg te biro as weli as I

couldi, I bave 'get &h idea that tbis vote
cosls the coutntry a little less than $10.000
tbis voar: that it consisted in salaries te Mr.
A., MsB. and soea other people, aed soe
travelling expenses. Aftar that axplanation I
arn left just as much in the dark as avec as
te what these people do. I do net douht
that sorno people gel salaries, but I avant te
lknowý%, if 1 can, and if the minister bas the
;nformation. in wha.t practical way thase
people are deing anything that resuits je an *v
benefit te the countcy. I assuma they ace
duieg surnothing, but I want te knew what
it is.


