A

W&rd

295 " MARCH 18, 1904

— i TS

‘lr’;gtectlon of the said island, and the preser-
ion' of Toronto harbour.—Mr. Osler.
DOODIeS of all thermograph records of tem-
sie!‘ature taken on board Atlantic steamships
Nce January 1st, 1903, stating :
1. Name of steamship.

bezr' Date when thermograph was put in cham-

i- Date steamer left the port.
(b)' Whethpr chamber was (a) cold storage ;
Ordicoo‘l air ; (¢) mechanically ventilated ; (d)
e knary, or whether the record was taken on
Deg » Or other place where the natural tem-
e ature of the air would be registered unex-
Sed to,the sun’'s rays.
Gh' here practicable, in what part of the
amber the thermograph was placed.—Mr. E
. Smith,

. Sir WILFRID LAURIER moved the ad-

J0urnment of the House.

mMI‘- R. L. BORDEN. Has my right hon.
£ end placed upon the table of the House
ﬁ%‘correspondence between the government
o the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway Com-

1y, or the persons named in the contract ?

St WILFRID LAURIER. Without pledg-

&bbl myself absolutely, I think I shall be
€ to bring down that correspondence on
Onday,

4 Motion agreed to, and House adjourned at
40 p.y,
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HOUSE OF COMMOXNS.
FripAy, March 18, 1904.

SEiy s
o’elggk.SPEAhER took the Chair at Three

GRAND
RAND TRUNK PACIFIC RAILWAY.

Rt, N5
Minjgf 00 Sir WILFRID LAURIER (Prime
Witge, ) moved that the House go into com-

folloe. At the mext sitting to consider the
Owing resolution : %

ha
g‘etwe:nitHis expedient to ratify the agreement
Tuny is Majesty the King and the Grand
%‘Ehth dacﬂc Railway Company, dated the
chellency of March, 1904, transmitted by His
Ougq byyhithe Governor General to this
sty Which S message of March the eleventh ;
ong of varies in some respects the provi-
:Fl Sty Che agreement ‘between His Majesty
v;’m-egenu arles Rivers Wilson and others,
hich orng the said company; a copy of
2 ms the schedule to the Act, 3 Ed-
O¥ornmen, “BADtEr 71; and to authorize the
eftto do whatever is necessary to
ect to the first mentioned agree-

- %ti"“ agreed to,

Ung :
TION OF PRIVILEGE-THE MEM-
BER FOR DIGBY.

My,
begope X 1. 8. COPP (Dighy).
8

the ¢ Mr. Speakev,

rders of the Day are proceeded

226

with, I rise to & question of privilege. Cer-
tain statements reflecting upon my conduct
as a member of Darliament were made in
one of the journals of the Dominion some
time ago. The circumstances in connection
with the matter referred to were so thorough-
ly understood in my own constituency that
I did not deem it at all necessary to make
any reference to them in this House. Nor
would I have ever considered it to be neces-
sary had the matter not been brought up, in
the course of debate, by two hon. gentle-
men. During the present session the hon.
member for Hast Simcoe, from his place in
the House, on the 15th day of March, in the
course of the debate in reply to the address,
made the following statement : :

Take the case of the hon.’member for Digby
(Mr. Copp) as heralded in the public press.
Has he been reprobated by this government ?
I have read of the case in the public press
and I have read the minutes of the town coun-
cil. This government was to build a dock in
the town of Digby, and the hon. member for
Digby goes to the town council, and makes an
open, bargain that he will use his position as
a member of parliament to get a large grant
for the construction of a dock in that town ;
and, if my memory serves me rightly, he was
paid $500 on account, and was to be paid $2,000
more on the completion of the dock. Surely
it is the duty of the government to take no-
tice of these matters. Surely this case has
been brought to the attention of the Minis-
ter of Finance, who comes from that province.
. ...Surely he is aware of it; and when I
make the statement that public morality in
this country has sunk to a lower depth than
ever known, I make a statement well within
the mark.

On the 16th of March, during the same
debate, the hon. member for Lincoln support-
ed the charge made against me by the hon.
member for Rast Simcoe, and proceeded to
read from the ‘ Weekly Courier’ of January
8th, 1904, published in the town of Digby,
N.S.,, what he alleged was an account of a
meeting of the town couneil of Digby. Hq
also read a copy of a contract between the
town of Dighby and myself, dated the 29th
day of November, 1902,

1 purpose giving a statement of the facts

in connection with the transaction referred

to, and I think I will be able to convince
the House that neither of these hon. gentle-
men had the slightest warrant for placing
upon the facts and documents which they
have presented to the House, the construe-
tion which they have endeavoured to make
them bear.

T'or some years previously to the date of
the said contract the vesidents of the town
of Dighy were most anxious to secure in-
creased wharf and dock facilities in that
town, in order to accommodate the industries
near the town and to promote its material
interests. Owing to the large amounts of
money the expenditure of which, in the town
of Digby. I had urged upon the government
during the several years preceding the exe-
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