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pint sueh Ias loneton, where he would be acces-
sible at all times to the business men of the country.
and where he would have a more intinate and
personal supervision of the roaid thai lie eau have at
the city of Ottawa :andi if that orse is adopted,
I believe it will be in the interest of the couitry as
w ell as inthe interesi of the section throughi which
the road itself passes.

Mr. CAMPBELL kfore the item is carried,
I wnant to sav a word or two on this subjeet, I am
sure the House will not regret the tine that has
been spent thiis afternoon in discussing this qUes-.
tion wiîich is of so mnuch importance to the people
of this i minion. The fact that a radlway which
has cost the eople of this lomiuion sote kI»),-
00 "f hard imoney is beingrun at a loss, amoniting to
over. 8&4001 last vealr, and whieh will reach
$1J.)OJ> ibis year, certainly justifies the serious
attention of this House. It has been stated that
this road was never intenided as a eonuereial enter-
prise, but that it was built rather to carry out the
terms of Confederation, and as a muilitarv road, anda
lot with the ideza that it should pay its working

expenses. Now, whatever ideas were at the time
in the mninds of those who undertook Ihe eon-
structioi of the road, I have only this to say, tihat
if bv running it on. conunieral principles it ean be
umade to .cover the ruining expensesand instead
of proutcing, large detleits every year to return
lividends to tihe 'overnent, it certainly is inI
the interest of the people that it shouhl be s> rui.
But I have heei very nnh aiused t' hear the
reasons which have been advanced duringi the last'
few hours hy the hon, gentlemen who have ad-
dressed the House whv a deticit exists. The lion.
senior nenber for Halifax 1r. Kenny) attributes
its entirely to the fact that tiour. wheat and coal
are carried at too3 low a raite, and the nial iin-
ferenet, woull be that if we want to mak, the road
pay, we nmnst -aise the rates of freighit on these
arricles. This vie~w of the case, howiver, does not
suit the hon. , 11lmemier for Westinoreland (elr.
Wýood) or the hon. maiemtiber for Pictou (,%r. Me
Dougda), or the hon nenber for St. John (Ar.
Hazen). Thev do nu' want sucb a thing as that to
oceur. No: it would he a heinous thing for the
Governnent to undertake to raise ithe rates ofî
freih.t on these articles. knowinig as they do that
the effect would bt, to enhance their price to the
people of the Maritime Provinces. Therefore they
invent different causes for the deficit which an-
nally occurs. The hou. member for Pictou at-I

tributes it to the fact itat the road is in a very-
Iigli state of etticiency, anti aiso> t0o the fact that ow-
iug to,>the peculiar nethod of book-keepig adopted
on the road large sums are charged to the working
expenses whieh ought to be charged to capital
account. He uakes out, if I understand hini
rihtly, that during the last ten, years sote
,2,000,000 had been charged to working
expenses which ought to have been chargedi
to capital account. If that is so, the road
bas not. been run at an au al loss at all. The
hon. member for St, John elueidated that point
somewhat fully. Before he got through, however,
he had to admit that a deticit did occur on the
Intercolonial Railway, and the fact could hardlyi
be denied. Considering the reports that are laid
before the House, it would be foolish indeed for
a*y mani to attempt t prove that a deficit does

Mr. HJAZEN.

not oceur. But lie tindsgreat failt vith the mneanus
that have been outlined iby the hon. Minister of
Railways for overcomingthat deficit. He does tnot
like the idea of discharging those 210 officials of
the road. le thinks they should be left for death
or other causes to create Hacancies. e does not
ver- nuch favour the idea of dispensing vith anîy
trains, fearing that the accommodation of the peo-
ple will be impaired : and he also complainsgreatly
that the salaries of the tfficials are not large
enloughi. He mnîentioned sone gentleien iin his own
town, I presmue very patriotie fellows, and no

, doubt very etficient anud hard-working men, who
t have been'for somue time emuploved at $50 a month
doing work for which he said they would
be paid on any other railway two or three

Stimnes as mueh. Now, it seems to me that
ttese men are very foolish to remain there.
I wonder that they do not quit the service
of the Intereolonial Railway and go where they
tai get iore money. He says the salaries paid on
the railway are a disgrace to the Governmiîuuent of
Canda. Thiese are pretty strong words to' couie
frou an hon. gentlenum who has in season and out
of season been support ing the Goverment. I
thinîk, however, that his conclusions were not very
goo-d when lte instaiced the eases ie did. because i
beheve that if there is a single muani 'vorkinîg on te
Intereolonial or anywhere eise for0 a ntouth vlio
couél get T> or $100 elsewhere. he is a bigger fool
than ainv i ever met if he does ntot itep out, 'The
fact that lue retains there at $50 a muonth is cou-
elusiveproof to y mind thtat he cannot get anuy

ore. Now, I ai not prepaIred to> admit that the
os the Intercolonial Raihlay is due to l>w

rates onS tour or wheat or coal. I say that the rate
charged y the Iutercolonial on thour is a good
paying rate, which should yield the railway a good
profit. I know souethintg about the rate oit
flour oi the Inter-cloniial, an I can state that
the proportion now charged say fron Point Lévis
to Chathai, which is I presuime about -43
miles, is over half a ceit per ton per mile, lu iwill
amount to -,3 of a eet per ton per mile. Theu
if you go on to iloneton, 510 miles, the rate charge
on that is -47 of a cent per ton per auile; thei to
Truro, 610 miles, it is 39 of a cent per mile. If
Syou take the longest haul on the Intereolonial
Railwtray, tthat from Ltvis to Halifax, you will find
that the flour rate will average just one-third of a
cent per ton per uile. Now, I say that that rate
is as good a rate as is obtained by nearly any road
in the country. The rate obtained by the (raid
Trunk Railway, the proportion it gets on the flour
from the west to> Halifax will not, taken as a
whole, be anty higher, i believe, thanu what the
tIntercolonial Railway gets. The Intercoloniai Rail-
iway carries a great deal of flour all alon g the lime
from Caupbellton, Dalhousie, Chathanm, M onetou,
Amherst. They get the sane proportion of rate
as they do on the Ilour that goes to Halifax and
there is where they matke a large profit ont of the
rate oit four. I believe that the present proportion
of the Intercolonial Railway is 37 per cent of the
through rate, which will leave theum a very good
profit over the aettial cost of hauling. Now, so> far
as four and grain are concerned, I may say that
there is not a single pound of freight earried over
the Intercolonial Railway which does not yield a
handsomne return to the Government. One fauit I
find is that a great proportion of the four conumed
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