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Prevention of Violence

Recognizing that violence and crime are serious obstacles to social harmony and the democratic and
socio-economic development of the Hemisphere, and as well noting the urgent need for an integral
approach toward the prevention of violence:

Encourage national institutions to work together and coordinate with all appropriate
multilateral organizations and MDBs in order to implement integrated programs that include
initiatives for conflict resolution, where appropriate, for sustained prevention, permanent
attention, public education and treatment relevant to cases of violence against persons,
families and communities, strengthening national institutional capacities in these areas;
Consider developing cooperation with the media and entertainment industry with a view to
avoiding the promotion and dissemination of a culture of violence, thus contributing to a
culture of peace;

Encourage greater use of community-based policing, to develop increased dialogue and
interaction of law enforcement authorities with civil society and local communities;

Promote cooperation to modernize criminal law, using information and communications
technologies as appropriate, with a focus on human rights training and prevention of acts of
violence, particularly violence perpetrated by law enforcement officials, in order to reduce
violence against civilians and foster values necessary in our societies to retain social
harmony;

Promote the exchange of national experiences and best practices on the use of police
profiling with a view to preventing biased detentions, which tend to affect mostly minorities
and the poor;

. Expand opportunities to share experiences, techniques and best practices among government
and civil society agencies involved in combating psychological, sexual or physical violence
in'the domestic setting and on the job, recognizing that such violence is overwhelmmgly
directed against women and children; : :

Seek to adopt necessary measures to prevent, impede and punish violence, the segregation
and exploitation of women, minors, the elderly, persons with disabilities and other vulnerable
groups, and seek to ensure that national legislation addresses acts of violence against them
and that these laws are enforced, recognizing that where victims of violence require legal
assistance to obtain redress, every effort should be made to guarantee that they receive such
assistance;

Request multilateral and other organizations that participate in the Inter-American Coalition
for the Prevention of Violence to intensify their support and technical assistance to those
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