
* The US will always intervene when its vital interests are tbreatened. Where possible, it

will tiy to do so with the support of allies. But when 'push cornes to shove,' the US is

prepared and willing to go it atone.

* The Bush Administration will be occupied with safeguarding US prirnacy in global affairs

and is interested in further extending Amnerica's hegemony and comparative advantage in

terrns of relative power capabilities. However, a number of prominent foreign policy

failures ini the post-Cold War era has led to a coupling of primacy with frustration.

* The isolationist termn is an inappropriate characterization of contemporary US foreign

policy. As the Bush teamn pulls back from a number of issues (such as the Middle East

peace process, global climate change negotiations, etc.), it is more a question of degrees

of interventioiiism and engagement than a dramnatic move across the ideological spectrurn

towards isolatiomism. There is a sometirnes subtle, sometirnes blatant, distinction in the

US between two types of intemnationalism-mfilitant internationalisrn versus liberal

internationahism. The new administration will emphasize the former.

* US foreign policy under the Bush Administration will witness a high degree of

ideological activism married with exceptionalism. Under this approach, issues will

increasingly be seen in more black and white terms with the implication that responses to

international problems will corne quickly and with littie consideration of possible long-

terrn consequences or impacts on allies. Such an approach can also lead to highly

confrontational policy stances.

I t is questionable whether the US govemnment can actually set priorities in the post-Cold

War era. Instead of pursuing a set foreign policy agenda as many have been led to believe,

the Bush Administration could easily find itself in response mode.

* On the other hand, to assert at this time that US foreign policy under the Bush

Administration will be in "response mode" is simply premature. Former govemnors ofien
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