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significant barriers to trade in goods and services remain, and the benefirs of
the expansion of world trade are srill unevenly shared. We have therefore
resolved ro:

7]

support expansion of duty-frece market access with flexible rules of origin
for the exports of the Least Developed Countries; work for a successar
arrangement to the Lomé Convention which, without prejudice to the
outcome, gives the ACP countries, particularly small states, adequare tran-
sitional arrangements; and in particular, encourage the EU and WTO
members to accommodate the legitimate interests of the ACP banana pro-
ducers and facilitate che diversification of their economies;

strengthen the multilateral trading system within the framework of the
WTO, in order to prevent regional arrangements from becoming exclu-
sive trading blocs and provide for the greatest flow of international rrade
on the basis of agreed rules which are fair and equitable; and support the
full implementation of the Uruguay Round Agreements;

oppose the introduction of new non-tariff barriers and the use of unilateral
actions and bilateral pressures which run counter to the spirit of the WTQ;

maintain the momentum towards freer trade through multilateral negotia-
tions, as outlined in the built-in agenda and other issues under discussion
in the WTO, including progress on agriculture and financial and other
services, taking into account the interests of all countries atditferent stages
of development; and

continue to support regional arrangements, consistent with multilateral
liberalisation under the WTO, which promote the economic growth of
their members.

Specifically we have decided to:

establish a Trade and Investment Access Facility under the Comionwealth
umbrella to assist developing countries with the process of adjusting
to, and taking advantage of, the opportunitics of globalisation. The new
Facility will provide technical assistance to help countries identify and
manage the potential economic and social impacts of trade in goods and
services and investment liberalisation; identify new sources of revenue and
market opportunities; and help countries fulfil WTO requirements. The
Facility will be co-ordinated with the proposed WTO/UNCTAD/ITC

integrated framework for trade-related technical assistance;

explore the scope for deepening trade relationships among Commonwealth




