
VIDEO  TEX  FOR ROAD SAFETY 
Although the applications of videotex are 
practically limitless, a new twist has been 
discovered by  the Province of British Columbia. 

It is using NAPLPS videotex technology to 
test drivers. 

With the approval of the government, two 
British Columbia-based companies have produced 
an electronic testing capability which combines 
colourful Telidon graphics with computer-aided 
testing techniques. 

Using videotex, the government can test a 
driver's general knowledge of laws of the road 
and adapt the test to the person's level of 
knowledge. 

When a driver signs in at a terminal, text 
appears on the screen explaining the test and 
giving instructions. 

Full- 'olour NAPLPS graphics present a 
situation. A question then appears, followed 
by multiple-choice answers. 

The driver is instructed to choose one and 
enter the appropriate number on the keyboard. 
If the anbwer is wrong, the computer prompts 
the user  un1il he or she gets it right. 

In the mea Itime, the computer is busy 
cliDosing the r. - xt question from an item bank 
of several thou -Inds of questions prepared by 
professior als. 

When t ie dri er chooses an answer, he is 
plac . ng himself  n a knowledge scale. The 
computer, using latent-trait test alogorithms, 


