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st year the negotiations in the Committes on Disarmament again confirmed
that there exists a broad political consensus on the need to ban the development.
production and stockpiling of chemical weapons. The Ad Hoc Working Group was

able to make substantial progress on a number of technical and scientific issues
relating to a possible convention on a complzte ban on chamical weapons. Cn issues
of a more political nature there was some progress with regard to the question of
on=-site inspectién. This matter should be explored further, @s the questien of
verification is one of the greatest problems in the nagotiations. It is imperative
that all delegations demonstrate the political will that is required in order to
ensure such concrate progress that brings us closer to a generally acceptable
agrecment.
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(Mr. Bush, USA)

Let me now turn, Mr. Chairman, to the work directly before this Committee, to
which we also attach the hignest importance.

The Committce is confronted with numerous important issues. ¥one has a higher
priority for the Unitec¢ States than the efforts to ban for ever an antire and
different class of weapons from the werld's arscnals. As the Prcsident has stated,
the poal of United States policy is to elinminate the threat of chemical warfare by
achieving 2 complete and verifiable ban of cnemical weapons.

The nations of the world have alrzady prohitited the first use of chemical
and biological weapons in the Genova Protocol, and have outlawcd the possession of
biolozical and toxin wcapons in the 1272 Biological anc Toxin Weapons Convcntion.
Like most other nations at tho table, the United States ic a party to theco treaties,
and, like most othurs, wc are in full compliance with thesc srovisions. Beyond
the provisions of these treaties, there is an ev:in broader moral prohibition against
the usc of these wcapons. President Franklin Roosevelt perhaps expressed it best
when he said that their us: “has been outlawad by the genvral opinion of civilized
mankind".

(Cont'd)



