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they left a lesson in humility and a warning against falling
again into the blindness or arrogance or cowardice that
caused them? ,

In the history of our second war with Great Britain there
are chapters that many Americans find it umpleasant to
read. Shall we therefore ignore them? On the sea we were
better prepared than Great Britain, and there, for us, the
war was in the main a succession of glorious victories. On
land it was quite otherwise. The attempted invasion of
Canada failed miserably.

These things are a part of the history of the war. No
good American should forget them, any more than he should
forget the victories on the sea and the defence of New Or-
leans by Jackson and his men. The best kind of Ameri-
canism is not that which boasts all the time, or any of the

time, but that which soberly recognizes the great truths of -

history — the warnings of past failure and defeat no less
than the obligations that past victories have imposed.

NOTES ON NEW BRUNSWICK HIGH SCHOOL

LITERATURE.
I.— The Diverting History of John Gilpin.
PRESENTATION OF THE POEM.

This is of great importance, and the method
should be determined by the ability of the class.
The first aim must be to get the story clear.

With a class who are just beginning to study
literature, read the poem to them, in as interesting
a manner as you can. Of course you will study
it carefully first,and get into the spirit of it your-
self. Make clear the division into parts— the
introduction of the hero, the conversation between
him and his wife, the setting off of the chaise, etc.

Call upon the children to show that they have
the incidents of the story clear and in order.
each incident stated in a sentence, thus: John
~ Gilpin- and his wife planned to celebrate the anni-
versary of their wedding by dining at an inn at
Edmonton; the wife and children set off in a chaise;
John was going to ride after them on a borrowed
horse; just as he mounted he was detained by
customers; and so on.. Go round the class, getting
one statement from each child. Have the next one
take up the story briskly, and everyone ready to
see when a point has been omitted. Do not be
too particular about the wording; you don’t want
attention diverted from the story. Keep your aim
in view.

This may seem childish work; but remember,
we are teaching the children how to read, that is,
how to get the author’s full meaning, and if he
tells us a story, we must be sure that we follow it.

With a more capable class, set them to read the
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poem through at home, and write out their own
summaries, allowing not more than one hundred
and fifty words. Have several of these read, and
criticized by the class. This is quite a hard com-
position exercise, and you may find it better to
have the summaries made orally in class.

Whichever plan is followed, the whole poem
should be read, and the outline of the story grasped,
in the first lesson.

Draw attention to the title. Is it a “dwertmg
history?”’” Turn to the notes, page 234, and read
what Cowper thought about it. Did John Gilpin
think it funny? Did Mrs. Gilpin? Did it ever
happen toyou, or to anyone you. know to miss a
picnic, for instance, by a succession of mishaps?
Did you think it was funny at the time? After-
wards? ;

HoMe Wonx

Home work maybesetonastudyaf' ords and

phrases. oy
Makeahstofthewordsyoudonotw‘

enough to use in sentences of your own, and look t

in a dictionary. Come prepared to ask questions

phrases, references, or words that you do not

What is the diiference between credit and ren.

renowned and famous? Between a city and

Canada, (b) in England? Is London usually

town? What is meant by the City of London

is only a small portion of London, extending, p
only about a mile along the north side of the Tha

is the commercial centre of London.]

pany of Militia. See lines 63, 64. Wha

in line 64?7 Eke. Compare *to eke out.

years. Why not simply fwenty years?

examples of poets’ ways of expressing

What do we call this? For that =

name of an inn. What good reason for

pictures instead of printed signs? In the mes

aracmgphrase towmbyaneck.orbe %

pike men,” the men who kept the gates s across r

keep travellers from passing until they pa :

keeping the roads in order. Within ourm'thﬁ‘

wasmchagaﬁemtheendaf&e&.loh

bridge, and the toll-man lived in the little house close by.

How do you pronounce (a) balcony, line 142; {&);m

line 184. Where did Cowper get the phrase -Or SU

What have you to say about the wording of line 12 :
How many things can you find out from the poem

the characters of Mr. and Mrs. Gilpin? Can you il




