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TORONTO, OCTOBER 2Sth,.i909

O 1-TEN of late wc bave fet ctnstrained to ask
whethcr our Literary Societies are fulfihling the
primary purposes of their existence. The chief

purposes, we mav assume, arc, becomnug thoroughly ac-
quaintcd with the ordixîary coaduet of business, the culti-
vation of the art of public spcaking, aud the practical
discussion of prominenit issues in flhc University. Busi-
ness is conducted according to Bourinot generally. How
far the several sociel-ies fulill the othier aims is open to
question. As a rule there is littie free, spoutaneous dis-
cussion. Aside froin a few set speeches on chosen subjects
in the Iuter-ycar debating series, fcw speeches are seri-
ously attempted. For the nîost part the others lack force
and conviction. The reason, we believe, is largely owing
to the faet that discussion is lirnited to subjeets whiclî
are old, historical, stereotypcd, or those lu which we are
not peculiarly interested.

Why should we not diseuss up-to-date aud vital
issues?' Would it not be more advantageous than cou-
stautly debating rules of order sud matters of petty con-
cern? Why not discuss Purity in Polities, Prefereutial
Trade, Imperiai Federation, the Boundary; Question?
These are but a few of niany which. might be suggcsted.

Iu the past we have been wvont to say that sueli sub-
jeets, beinig more or ]e.ss political, canuot be fairly de-
bated. That depends cntirely up)on ôurselves. It will be
determiued by, and *wilI, also determine, our size. The
mnan who caunot discnss auy question, however burning,
solely upon its merits, certaiuly lacks that bresadth of
thought which one naturally considers incidentai, to a
University training.

Again, the discussion of broader subjeets should en-
large us-our ideas, our vision, our knowledge. Break
down the barrier which prevents our freely discussing
questions of -vital importance, and it will'surely add
euergy,, spoutaneity aud aim, to our addresses, increase
the interest aud enhauce the benefit to bc derived from
the soeietiçg. 1)

T lIE mlost promiîîeît, of oui- graduates dîn'ing thepast iveek lias been Mr. A. 13. Aylesworth. Ou
the deathi of Chief Justice Armour and on short

notice, hc aceepted a nîost responsible position in the
Alaskan Botindary 'ommtissioil. lni this work lie acquit-
ted himself in sucli a manner as to win universal en-
coniiums from the press. '[heu his flrim refusai to sign
an award which he tlcmed who]Iy unjust and unfair has
miade him famous indeed. Aside front the mcrits of the
case as presented and the regret that wc feel at the issue,
wc consider that Mr. A 'vleswotth las shown himself not
oniy an able iawyer, but onîe who lbas firin convictions,
and is xilling to stand( by theuti in the face of ail prIece-
dents. Hle xviii be ca]]ed upon to stand îîîuch adverse
criticisîn, b)ut the conseiotisneis tof (llty donc xiii aînply
rewar1 hlm. We arc glad to notice that the' city authori-
ties are considering the question of a civic reception to
hlm. We hope that at the earliest opportunity the UJni-
versity of Toronto wvil i fit titngly honor this distinguished
son.

W IIATEVER loifit nmay have existed ini the iis
of our rea(lers ais 1< the comparative inerits
of the Vîîrsify aîid A rgoîîalt Rugby1)~ teaî is anti

the prospective i)ossesiiofl of the eupl this winter, was
sure]y set aside oni Satur<lay. Mr. lHarold Beatty de-
serves great credit for his idividiual xvork and1( the good
generalship hc displayed in so stiee>ssfiîlly marshailing
bis men. Witlî sucli a lead wc have oery reason to

asuethat we sha]] retain the eup.

EXCHANGES

THE JOYS OF FUSSING.

Last evening darkç,
Down in the park,

Sat a mnan andi co-ed--hiist!
Just for a lark
Hie starts to sparkç

And soon the girl is kissed.
''Oh, no!"' she cries,
With eoy sur-prise,

"That isri't nice, you know,
E51)eeially here,
With others niear,''

And then, ''I think we 'd better go"'
(somexvhere eisc where there aren't so many confounded
-rubber-necks.) -Ex.

BUSINESS-LIKE.

1 took a trip to town the other day
To meet a friend 1 kn-,w woulà soon arrive,

I met another while iipof the wv,,y
WVho asked nie if I 'd kiindly lend lîim five.

"Lend five?'' said 1. "why, I have only two,
And if I gave you those where would 1 be? "

Then a 'nsxvered lie: "The best tlîing you ean do
1s give nie what *you have and owe mec three.,"

-Notre Dame Schoiasitc.


