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itiated, but it is iiot mîucli required because tlîe stories su
strongly speak for tlîeiselves. If we were called upon to
select the most typical we wüuld liesitate. IlGbamba "
1.5 a rerninder of Gagool and bier friends. " The Fundamen-
tal Axioin,'' illustrating the oid maxim natt,rnr si furcae x-

1>e1las tamuen.usqo'ue rerrit. To some extent tirese tales aire
echoes of Rider Haggard, but thîey bave an individuality of
their own and we cordally recornmend tlîerî.

"A Cliosen Few " is a collection of tales grouped
together as iepreSentatiî e uf Mr. Stockton's b)es,,t-krowii work
in this line. It cuntains selections from IlThe Lady or the
Tiger "; Il The Chiristmas Wreck ". Il The Watchniaker's
Wife "; IlTbe Bee-mian of Oun. " )It ils publisbed in the
Camoeo Edition and bas as a fuontispiece a handsome etched
portrait of tue author, wbo is represented as seated at lus
writing-desk. As regards tlîe binding, letter press, etc., it i
sthfcient to say tliat it is i Messrs. Scribner's best style.
Tlie prmblislied price is: Ilf caîf, g.t., S2. 75 ;haîf levant,

$.0;clotm, , 1.2,5. That the selection lias been judicious-
ly inade will appeau f roin tue fact tiiat it includes 'I A Tale
of Negative Gravity " and "lThe Rexnarkable Wreck of tlîe
Thomas Hyke," siteries whlîi the late R. L. Stevenson bas
1-narked out for especial cornmendationi "His Wife's Deceas-
ed ýSister," "lThe Lady or the Tiger," Il A Piece of lied
Catlico,"ý ail old favourites wlmose composition, we learn fuoin
the preface, was occasioned by actual experiences of tire
iiuthur. It is interesting to note that "lThmas Hyke " "'as
writteîî in emnulation of Clark Russell, tue writer's airri
heing to describe somne sort of a sbipwreck whicbi lad neveu
Yet been nmade tlîe subject of a stury. Thiese stories, and, iii
in fact, ail the stories contained un this volume, are too weli
known to need a notice. Anmong inany 01(1 friends, howv-
ever, tlîe present writeu bas been fortunate enougb to find a
new elle-" Asapb." Rucher and more delicate humour than
us contained in this story of a mari Il wlîo liked to use lis
head so that otber's lands miglit wouk foir iru," and wbo
endeavoured to barter bis wealthy sister's band for tîme
replenishment of bis wardrobe, it would be bard to find.
Wliatever mnay be one's opinion of Mu. Stockton's ability to
compose long stories witb intricate plots, lie is certainlv king
in the realm of short stories, and every one of the p'resenit
series is sucli a work, of art tîxat it will stand frequent
re-reading.

As it WVas in the IVifties*

SE do not krîow wbo Kixn Bilir " is, but we wislî we
tlid for a stronger story than Il As it Was in the

Fifties " we have rarely read. It is the account of the
adventures in America of a Young Englishman of Welsb
descent, by niame Evan Evans. The Young man is not very
faiilY treated by bis father and dissatisfied witb bis fate
decides to leave England to go to the gold mines. H1e lias
heard accounts of the gold discoveries in Brîtisx Columnbia
and determines to go out there. His uncle, "lUuîcle Bob,"
Who is a very charming old naval officer, belps hir n îost
'naterually and the interview between hirn and Evans'
father is very amusingly describedj. On thxe voyage across

teAtlantic Evans saves the life of a young fellow-passenger
and mlaltes the acquaintance of a poor Irisb family nameèd
Murphy. Twu of bis felluw-passengers-an American lady,
Mrs. Bock, and lier rival, "lThe Honourable Swveet P," are

very well drawn. On machin- New York ls adventures
begmn. A trip up the Hudsonbgives ii an introduction to
50mbe poker slîarps and a very lively game in whicb Ilfour~
Sevens " floutre aoainst a Il full bouse " opens bis eyes tu tire
InYsterjes of poker. Wlîen hie returns to the city hoe finds
that bis outfit and spare cash bave been burned witb bis
hotel. The consolation bie got is described as follows :

Jnst then hie cauglit sight of a man whom lie recognized as the
hotel elerk amongst the crowcl looking on at the ruxins. H1e immnedi-
atehYIaecostedl him and stated his dlaim.

"Kept a chest xvith an outfit worth £150 and C60 in English
111) n in yonr room, did you ? Read the notice ov'er the bell ?"

livan had to confess that hoe didn't think hoe had read it.
"Clause xi.* Proprietors will not ho responsible for damage or~Osarising from any cause whatsoever to any property belonging to

guie8s in this hotel unless snoh gonds have been deposited ln the

As it Was in the Fiftîes. " 13y "Kini Bihir," anthor of
'Three Letters of Credit " and other stories. Victoria, B.C.: The
Provine Pnblishing Comnpany. 1895.

oflice aîud chîecks obtined for sainie,' " i1 otcd the ulerk ,,glbly. Il (lot
any checks? "

Evans said IlNo."
That let's us ont," answered the hotel clerk.

Fortunately, Evans meets an English nobleinan who is living
in Newv York as Mr. Armitage and is a sort of city mission-
ary. This character .is flot as strong as the others iii the
book and rniglht be conisidered impossible did we not in
Canada reniemiber Lord Ceeil. Through Lord Armnitaiges'
intervention Evans pulls up bis loss and starts at last for Sari
Francisco. He then disappears. The Murphy fainily
re-appear and Mr. Murphy wbo, after seven years, liad
landed out at the Pacific coast, hias blossomed out into being
the proprietor of a miners' bar. The nian whom Evans had
saved, Jirn Firîk, also turns up, being a friend of the daugh-
ter of the family, Martha Murphy. A lively picture follows
of the doings iii Murpby's Bar. A Judge Lyncbi Court tries
a man wbosc offence is thus des'cribed :

IBoys," ho(, said, Il this here's a pretty serions business, ;ind lias
,ot to be deait with right here. Thlis gob(l-dutriued ritisher is accnscdl

of having iusnlted the flag of the United States. H1e is further
accused of having called it a dlirty rag. That is tile charge against
hiiii."

Trie scutence of the court is unique:
IAs 1. was about to r-cinark, the sentence of this hononrable

court is that the prisoner at the bar be condemnneul to pay a fine of une
hnndred dollars, to ho expended in drinks on this honourable crowd,
andfurthermore,that hoe gets npon this honourablé platform and sings
God--the Queen ;' in defauit of which lie shall be taken froin

tis hiononrable court and planted up to his neck ni the sands uponi
the shore of the Pacifie ocean and there left to bc devonred by the
l)irls of the air anîl the heasts of the field, ani ail finit in themi is."

How it wvas cariietl out must be learned frorn the b>ook.
The scelle is one of the nxost tbrilling and patbetic we have
read. if Her Majesty could know the devotion whicbi inany
a pool' fellow, utterly unknown to faille, bias shown in lier
cause it would make lier feel wretched to think that to theii
personally she cari do so little in recognition. Fortunately,
the sentiment is its own reward. Loyalty to the Crown is
part of a Britishî heart and to be true to the Queen is just as
natural as to be truc to one's sweetbeart. It is a feeling,
Loo, which lasts to the end and often cornes out, is, in fact,
of ton called out at, the last supreme moment of life.

Evans rejoins the Muirphy family, and the love of
Martha Murphy for lîim leads to înany sad comuplications.
Jini Fink's devotion and his affection for Evans are sorely
tried but survive and triumpli. Towards the end of the
book we are re-introduced to the Evans faînily iii England.
The wanderer's absence bas beon so long that lie bias becomne
a dini inemory to aIl except his Illittle mîother." How hoe
returi~ and the recoption lie gets mîust be read in the book.

WTe trust tlîat IlKim Bilir," whoever hoe is, will no
long4r bide lus light under a bushel. On the Pacific Coast
doubtless bie is well known. We observe by the preface
that the story originally appear in The Province newspaper
of British Columbia, but f rom bere to there is a Il far cry
andl we desire towelcoine aniew, strong Canadian author under
lus own naine. We cordially recoxnmen(l this boo0k.

Letters to the Lditui.

'THE QUESTION OF A CONFLICT ]iETWEE,'N O 'IWAT'
BItITAIN AND) TH{E UNITED) STAT ES.

,Sit,-Having read the article in TrE WLý,ç "J)eleuida
est Cartliago," anîd the Rey. Principal Grant's strictures there
upon, with TirEý WEEK's coiriments, T wish to Say tliau I
believe the vîews of Tuus WElei- are tlice more correct of the
two. For more tîman forty years 1 bave been al constant and
close observer of the attitude niaintained by the Govern-
mient and people of tbe United States towards Enghand and
Canada. I have frequently visited the States and several
tinies sojourned there a considerable tirne. Three years ago
I passed nearly a year there. Besidos I have met a great
many of their people who were visiting Canada with wlin
I took occasion to converse respecting tbe international rela
tions of the two nations. And I have this to say,-that I
believe tliere is an unalterable intention, or doterriination,
banded down f romr administration to administration at
Washington, to, seize the first opportunity presented by anr
untoward position of England,-where bier lîands may ho
tied by some fierce struggle in the old world, to find a pue-
text, as in 1812, to declare war against bier and invade Can-
ada. It is all very well to talk about tîme better elemnent
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