
811T. 2l8t, 1894.

lead8 ta Borne strange conclusions. If, for

SX5'nPle, sixty.five millions of people in the

Unfited States may say in affect : "1There
re nOw as rnany of us here as can accupy

this land with the greatest possible degree
O! COlifoi.t, hence we will admit nu more, I

18 evident that they miglit have taken the
8reground wben they were only tbirty

or tWelty, or even ten millions. The logi-
CresuIt is that this whole hemisphere

rO"eht have been seized and accupied by a
fe rillions ofir istakenîy selfish people,and
therflYriad of the Old World left to suifer

afid Peri,3h from the over-population of one

bIf the globe, while dcnied access to the
v'8t fertile lands lying unused in the other

%l1Would not the locked-aut peoples
b4ehad a natural, God-given rigbt to de-

raad admission and to force it, if the
eould> to a share of the goodly land provid-
ed for Mnau as man, and nut for a fe w greedy
Pre.eiapturs wbu had the gaod fortune to
,4 first 01 the ground 9 If this lie so,wbere
'the Jin,it to sucb natural right to be

daniHow inany first-comers would have

l 'ght to pre.amopt the eartb and exalude ail

LOt us corne down for a moment to a
More practical view of the question. ls

thillre nu0 way in which the admitted evils

1o1ola immigration can be pravent-
Or flifirized, save by the radical mathod
nflplate exclusion ? ls the Il Chinese

ovr, with ail its abominations, a neces-

OeIY eenît of Chinese immigration ? It is

11thin ta say that a Christian nation

0O right to forbid the peuple with a dif-
foreat , and as they think, lower civilizqtion

8et fout on its soi], and another and quite
differen t thing to say that it has no rigbt to

lliethose wbo come to dwell among

tbr to conform to such sanitary and other

eeglatiOna as are deemed necessary for the
PhyR1cal and moral health of those among

bo thy sek new homes. Would it not
Po POSible and practicable for such legisla-

tIl' national or civic, or bath, ta be made

an eufOr 5e, as would compel the Chinese
torforta to aur ideas in regard to such

CrWhy should we not, for instance,
Preseribe that flot mure than a certain flam-
ber Sbouîd oecupy a given space in ruom,

b hoUse, and territory, and that other
WeYl.W, e sr ta thealtb and moral

'uing of the communities sbould be
trictî]Y Observed 1Might not the labour

Pbea settled in a large measure by
st3,1 legislation 1 Compellad to live in a

lkbinre nearly resembling that of white

Ur ut', they could no longer afford ta

b3 erbihd them, as tbey are now able ta do
Ceasa of thei r cheaper habits af life.

thAgood waman is the lavelicst flower
at b"011185 under heaven ; and we 10k

1017lOe ani w onder upnits sileut gae

et1eer fragrance,. its delicate bloom of
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PROGRESS AND POVERTY.

In the discussion of thu econoia prob-
lems whicba occupy su large a place arnong
the burning questions of the day, nu statae

mment is more comman, or, wve venture ta
say, more generally believad, especially by

the masses wbo regard themsalves as in

sorne sense the victime of unjuet industrial

conditions, than that the tendency of those

conditions is ta widen tîme gulf betwaen the

rich and the pour. Few, perbape, wauld

go so far as ta say witb Henry George:

"lAhl the increasad wealth whicb modern

progress brings goes but ta build up great

fortunes, ta increase luxury, and maka

sharper the contrast betwean the house of

Have and the bouse of Wan t," but the

genaral impression certainly is, unless we

greatly mistake the prevailing sentiment,

that tbe tendency of aur industrial system

is toward8 the concentration of great riches

in the bands of a few and the decrease of

the nuinbera and comparative influence of

the muderately wealtby. Certainly thera

is mach in wliat passes under the eye of the

ordinary observer, at least in this country

and in the United States, ta favor tbisview.

On every baud we sea the amaller industrial

establishmeants swallowed up by tha larger.

Many of us can remamber a time when

every town and village bad its sacaîl manu-

factories of variaus kmnds, content ta supply

the wants of the surrounding country, with-

in a moderata radius. At that tima,' taa,
the business of distribution was shared by

many comparativaly small establishmeants,

eacb witb its own circla of patrons, and

each as a raie doing a business too amaol tb

foster expectatians of great waalth, but

large anoagha t inisure a moderata cumpet-

ence for the frugal and skilful marchant.
Now, and for soma tirne past, on tha other

baud, wa bave beau acciistomýd ta sec aud

hear of the absorption of savaral emaîl

estabilishments into ana large r une, tere-

moaa of this ta some large town or city,
andl the, ultimata consolidation of the Lulk

of almost all the manufacturing in a partica-

lar lina into ane or more great combines,
whose proprietars, by mneans of the superior

facilities affordad l)y command of large

capital, wara enablad ta cmusb out all carn-

patition on a emaîl scala. Sa, tau, ana now

finds in every large city great commercial

emporiIm5, supplying ta their crowds of

customiers goods of almost avery conceivable

description ta meet the wants af the indi-

vidual and the bousebuld, anci but a littlo

euqumry is needed tu fini that thasa vast

depots of supplY are built upon tbe ramn of

mnany ernaller businesea, xvbose former

proprietorS have beau forcad t, gîva up the

unequal couteet and in rnany cases are gîad

ta enter the service of the victars.

\Ve ara not now axpressing an opinion

upon the social or moral bearing of thesa

great mavemeilts for the concentration of

industries and of capital in fawer bande. It

canuot be denied that the advantagee m-
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sulting frum minute subdivision of labour,
and saving of expense, are very great. We

merely mention these facts of observation

as samples of many indications which have
given rise to the impression of which wa

speak. And many of us have been accus-

tomad ta balieve that the dark dens and

tenement bouses in great cities, the abomi-

nation of the 'sweating system," andf what

we have believed ta be the increasiug multi-

tudes af the unemployed owing ta the

,growi ng fiercaness of competition for situa-

tions, by whicb the aider and feebler are

crowded ta the wall, witb ail the untold

privations and miseries wbicb are the resuit

in many once comfortabla homes, were

andoubted facts pointing in the sanie direc-

tion.
Those wbo have thus beau accustornad ta

accept the impression that the rich are be-

coming richer and the poor poarer,
as an admitted and incontrovortible

fact, wiil be prepared ta read with a good
deal of surprise and perhaps witli sanie in-

credality, an article wbich Mr. W. H1. Mal-

lock, the well-known Englisb thinker and

essayîst, cantributes ta the carrent numbat
of tha ZVaïtl _àncrican Reviezv, under the

titie, "lThe Sigrnilicance of Modern Poverty."
Mr. Mallack sce out with a direct denial
that the facts are in accord witb the ganeral

belief as aboya stated. Witb regard ta

Arnerica ha doas not dlaim ta ba qualiflad

ta speak witb sufficiently pracise knowledge,
but as ta the chief counitries of Europe, and

Eagland in particular, hae maintains that it

may ha said with the utmost confidence," 1a

confidence darivad from. the mo8t authorita-
tive and variaus information," that the ha-

lief to which we have referred and wbich,

ha justly describes as hulding a forernost
place in the teachings of ail socialiste, Il is

altugather wrong ; that it is nat anly nat

the truth, but an absuluta inversion of the

trutb."
"In Engyland," ha says, 'I the average

fartunes of the ricb are distinetly, aven if
not greatly decreasing ; persans witb mader-
ate f ortunes of f rom £ 150 ta £ 1,000 a year,
are increasin2 faster than any other classe;
whilst, Sa far as concerna the increase of the
individual incame, the average increase bas
been among the labouring and wage-earning
masses. Mr. Gitien, for instance, the
Statistical Secratary ta the Board of Trade,
ta wbom Englisb socialiste, whenever it
may suit their purpose, ara accustomed ta
appeal as the Lyreatest living authority,
bas daclared that so ilar as ' tha individual
incame' ils concerned, 'it would not ha far
short of the mark ta say that the whole of
the great material imipruvemant of the past
fifty years bas gone ta the masses.' And
whatever test wa apply, the samne conclusion
ils farced on us. The niasses not only re-
ceive as a whola larger incarnes, but thair
incarnes procure them mure comforts and
luxuries ; they inhabit bettgr bouses, wear
better clathes ;they consume per head an
increasing quantity of bread, meat, butter,
tes, sugar, and toliacco ; and, as the last
census shows, the number of persans, sucb
as clowns, jugglers,singers, and the humbler
class of actors, who minister exclusively ta
the amusement of the poorer classes, bas


