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BOOK NOTICES.

MONTCALM AND WOLFE. Vol. I. By Francis Parkman. Boston: Little
Brown and Co. Toronto: Williamson and Co.

Mr. Parkmaii has made the field of early Canadian history lis own, anc
weshould find it ditficult to point to a writter who lias written with rnor(

sympathy for lis sub et, with a greater degree of preparation, or in a morE
captivating style. Hie new work, entitled " Montcalm and Wolfe," jes th(
seventh of the series of lis narratives on "lFrance and England in Nortl
America." With re gret we learn that, with the exception, possibly, of on(
other volume, dealing with the period between 1700 and 1748, the preseni
work is to be the last. That hie lias meanwhile skipped the period referrec
to, wie can well understand, as lie lias been anxious to give a measure ol
completeness to lis project, by dealiug at once with the larger sub *jeci
whicli closes the period of Frenchi occupation of the continent. His health,
we understand, is precàrious ; and whetlier we get from. hie pen a VOlume
that shall fll the gap from tlie beginning of the century to the Conquest ik
hiot so important as it is to secure tlie fillin1g in on his canvas of the largez
figures and culî-ninating, eveute whicli complete the series of historical pic.
tures. A perusal of the preface to tlie present volume will give tlie reader
an idea of how adequately Mr. Farkman bas furnished himself with trust-
wortliy mnaterial for his new work. Lu its preparation hie lias laid under
tribute the archives of both continents. To quote the author, Ilthe eubject
has been studied as mucli from life and in the open air as at the library
table." ilere, no doubt, is the secret of Mr. Parkman's success as a
historian. The volume before us may be said only to lead up to, and not
actually to deal witli, the c3utral figures in the drama whidli closed witli
the Conquest. Montcalm alone, and not Wolfe, isintroduced. The period
deait with is confined, in the main, to the years 1754-57 ; but witliin these
years we have important ground "one over, anti a picture presented to us
of the treud of events immediately preceding the faîl of Quebec. A few
bold strokes ou tlie canvas set before us the two opposing nations-the
England, political, social, and military, of the Second George; and tlie
F rance, with the glitter and silken nobility, of Louis XV. and tlie Pompa-

j dour. As a pendant to tlie picture of the social sud political aspects of
these nations, we have a crayon sketch of tlie attitude of the other Europeen
powers, and a silhouette of tlie American combatants. Here are two speci-
men bits from tlie canvas, pictures of the solcial England and France of the

p frxo:-csha run to common place, so h:d niorals; and sotoo, had religion*Despondout rtroftedyee opandtaBrtscorg a i u.
There was littie sigu to the commun eye that, under a duli aud lauguid surface, forces
were at work preparing a new lite, material, moral, and inýI)lIectuaI. As yet, Wbiitefifild
and Wesley had not wakene'l the drnwsy conscienuce of the nation, nor the voico of
William Pitt rousedl it lke a trumpet-peal. it waq the uuwashed and unsavory Englaud
ot Hogarth, Fielding, Smolett, and Sterne ; of Tom Jones, Squire Western, Lady
B ellnston, a-ad Parson Adams ; of the Il ake's Progres," and IlMarriage à la Mode,
of the lords and ladies who yet live in the undying gossip of Hiorace Walpole,
he-powdered, be-patchied, and be-ronged, flirting et masked balle, playiug carde tilI
dayliglit, retailing scandai, snd exchianging double meanings. Beau Nash reigned king
over the gaming tables of Bath; the ostricli-plumes of great ladies mingled with the
peacock-teathers ut courtessus in tlie rotunda et Rauelsgh Gardeus ; aud young lords
iu velvet suits sud embroidered ratles pleyed away their patrimny at White's Choco.
late House, or Arthuir's Club. Vice wes bolder than to-day, aud manuers more courtly,
perbape, but far more coarse.

The prestige ut the (Fren ch) monardby was decliuing with the ideas tbat had given
it lite sud strength. A growing dierespeet for king, miuistry, and clergy was beginning
to prepare the catastrophe that ws stili some forty years in the future. While the
valîcys sud low places ut the kiogdom were dark witb misery sud squalor, its heights
wvere briglit witlî s gsy society-elegaut, fastidious, witty-craving the plessures of the
mind as well as of the seuses, criticizing everything, analyzing everything. believing
notii. Voltaire weq iu the midst ut il, bating, withi ail his vehement soîxi, the abuses
that swarmed about him, and aeeailiug them with the inexheustible shefts ut bis rest.

less sud piercing intellect. Montesquieu wae showing to e dIespot-ridden ege tbe prie.
ciples of political freedoni. ,Diderot sud D'Alembert were begiung their revolutiouary
Erc3-clopoedia. Rousseau was soundiug the first notes ut hie mad eloqnence-the wild
revoit ot a passionate sud diseased genius against a world of talsities sud wrougs. The
salons ut Paris, cloyed with other plessures, alive to ail tîsat was racy sud uew, wel-
comed the pungeut doctrines, sud plsyeci witb tbem as ebldren play witb fire, tbiukiug
nu danger . as time weut on, even emhraced them lu a geuuiue spirit ot hope aud good-
will for bumauity. The Revoluttion began et the top-lu the world ut tashion, birth,
sud intellect-sud propagated itseit downiwards. W\e welked ou e carpet of flowers,"I
Count Ségur atterwards ssid, Il ncousclous that il covered an shyss," tili the gui
yawued et lest, sud swellowed tbem.
Sucli was the social condition of the two nations that were about to take
eci other by the throat in the deadly strug&le for supremacy in the New
World. Mr. Parkman introduces the picture to account for the imbecili-
tics that marked the relations of both cotuntries with their kmn acrose the
Atlantic. In the opeuiug sud following chapters are strikingly set before
the reader the difficulties the colonists had to contend with in maintaining
a contest, not only against the forces of civilization, but against tliose of
Nature sud barbarism. The scene shifts from the Ohio to the Bay of
Fuudy, or from the St. Lawrence to the Monongalele. Every tribe of Indiens
successively confrouts us, sud every phase of the Jesuit is presented to view.
We have the episodes of Acadien expatriation, and the horrors of the
Idian massacre on Lake George-the fail of Oswego and the attack sud
srrender of Fort William Henry. Nor is the iuterest confined to events.

Washnotnsud Jumonville; Bigot and Vaudreuil; Wîuslow sud Shirley;
Braddock sud Dinwiddie; Dieskau sud ILevis-all live again sud play
their part in history, so fer as the volume goes. Montcalm we are first
introduced to in France; but the scene quickly shif ts from the domestjc lisp-
piness of tbe family-seat at Candiac to the letrbarity of Indien pow-pows et
Montreal and the sickening siglits of csuuibalismn sud the war-dauce on
Lake Champlain. The portraits of Montc~alm, of De Levis, and Bougain-
ville, hie compenions-in-arme, sud of Vaudreuil, the Governor of New
France, are full of intereet, to the Canadian reader especially. The descrip-
tive passages are many sud graphie. Some matters of history Mr. Park-
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man pute, if not in a new ligît, et lest with more clearnese sud effect, as
lie lias succeeded in accumulating material bearing on tic case. Everything
lie probes to the bottom; sud hie ,judgments are given witli a frankuese
sud dispassionatenese which well become the historien. We are tempted
once more to make a quotation, witli whicl we take leave for thc present
of this most interesting book. The extract is from Mr. Parkman's sumn-
ming up of the chapter on Acadien expatriation.

New Eugland humaniterianieni, meltiug int seutimentality et s tale'ut woe, lies
heen unjuet bu its owu. Whetever judgment may be paesed on the"cruel meesure ut
wholesale expatriation, lb wae nut put in execution tili every resource uf pabience sud
persuasion lad been trie lin valu. The agents ut the French Court, civil, military, sud
ecclesiasticel, hald made somes et ut force s uecessity. We have seen by wbet vile
prectices tbey produced lu Acedia a state ut things iutolereble, aud impossible ut con-
binuauce. They coujured up the tempest; sud wheu it buret ou the heads of lie
uuhappy peuple, tbey gave no belp. The goveruiment ut Louis XV. begen with makiug
the Acadiens its louis, sud euded with mekiug themn ils victime.

MUSIC AND THE DR14MA.

TIIE Chicago Current of lest week prints an unintentionaîîy comic article
by Mr. McGovern on IlSome Aspects of Music.** This gentleman desires
to prove, firet, that a music-box, thougli it begins by deli-Ibting th(, bearer,
becomes afterwards somewhet monotonons. "lThere needs nu glioat, My
lord, corne from the grave to tell us this." 11e next ays thiat s piano,
however well played, las the samne result ; that an urgan le little better;
that a full orchestra sud large chorus lack vaî-iety of tone ; sud that, in
fact, neyer will real loyers of music escape this monotony until in a future
life they hear the "'ten thousaud harpe " of Milton. Possilîly even they
may pal1 on a person of su ardent a temperament, unlese lie persuades some
of tliem to lu a littie out of tune as e fillip to his jaded spir-it. Mr.
McGovern commences by the remarkable assertion thet, IlTo people boru
with a 'musical car '-tbat 'is, witli a tympanum stretchied tighitly enough
to respoud to the upper octaves of vibration-it (the musie-box) is always
an unqualitied deliglit et the early hearinge. Sometimes thc car ie so
peculiarly truc thet the sensation of pleasure neyer departq, sud the rapid
vibrations continue to be the only music entirely in harmony witl the
nature of the hearer." What uews thie will be for ulusiciaus! They
have hitherto supposed that hie who could appreciate tlie emallest shadea
of difference in pitcli lad the lest car for music ; but, according to this
theory, tIe muet perfect car is that which approacces nearest to the per-
ception of the higliest notes of the twelve octaves whicli form the theoretie
cumpase of the human car. If the tympanurn be su>jfeted to unusual
tension, so as to r aise ite fundamental note, the perception of ecute souids
will le heiglteued, but thc general sense of hoaring wiIl le dulled thereby,
not improved. This cati le easily tested by cloeing thc nose sud miouti
sud scnding lreath' out of the lungs. By this air je blown tlirougli the
custadhien tube into the cavity of the tympanum, forcing the membrane
outwards sud stretching it. This raises its fundamental note, diminishes
it power of vibratiug in sympsthy witli low notes, increeses its raunge of
sympatlctic vibration upwarde, sud, on thc whole, impaire tIc sense of
liearing. Mr. MeGovern goce on to say that those wbo have not this
naturel gif t of appreciation of thc bigler notes become in time tired of the
effect of thc music-box. An explsuation of the pienomunon would le
iuteresting, as tIc instrument in question certainly conttins base, as wehl
as trelle notes ;in thc meantime musiciens will be inclined to credit these
peuple witl a more developed musical teste than a Tees developcd musical
car. Mr. McGovern modestly includes himeîf in this inferior classe as
lie not only confesses to getting tired of the peculiar "lflavour " of the
music-box, but also sys that, heving attended a piano recital of several
hours' duration, that instrument lied the samne effect upon him. The pro-
gramme of that recital would le a curiosity, as tIc average Iengtli of suci
a performance je about an hour and a-lalf, et most two hours; but
Iseveral hours " of piano recital would certainly le apt to palT, s0 would

several houre of pictures, as any one knows wbo lias "ldonc " thc entire
Burlington Huse exhibition in une af tcrnoun. 0f the piano lie says -diIts flavour is su markcd thet, except to im wlio is wilTing to liave
ciarity, there is nu difference in tunes. Lt le not s Rubinstein ' Pres du
Ruisseau,' nor s Beethoven Sonate, nor s Mendelssohn 'Song Withuut
Words,' it le 'Piano,' a remarkshle sud interesting thing, lut above all
things ' Piano.' Instcsd cf Ilchsrity " a musical car would le mure use-
ful for distiuguishing tunee, sud would tIen be muci better cmployed
tien in apprqciating tlie "lupper octaves of vibration " sud pruving that il
is "ltruc " by neyer tiring of tlie music-box. The wrîter goce on to sey
tiat tues, wliich hie considers truc uf the music-box and piano, Il May, wc
cati opine, le truc of tIe organ, the vaet orchestra-sye, even the festival
witlh a tliousand voices sud two hundred instruments," sud concludes by
surmnising tiat only in a future Tîfe sihl wc get the disembodied essence of
music tiat lic longs for. Hie seeme to consider thet the uully necessary
proof of tic music-box, piano, urgan, sud orchestra beiug ou tIc samne dead
level of monotony je hie dictum, Ilwe cen opine." We ceni opine miudl
tiat je not tic case, sud ccrtainly more prouf is necded to support sudh a
sweeping assertion. TIc piano, it je truc, lias ouly une timbre (thc teclini-
cal terni translated by Mr. McGovern into the inclegant word Ilflavour "),
sud for those incapable of eppreciating thc cudiese elades of expression
gained by tIc varying touci of an accomplisled pianiet it msy le mon-
otonous. Thc organ, huwevcr, lias an enurmous variety of toues sud com-
binstions, whilst tic orchestra je practically unlimited in its resources.
Tiere are, ccrtsinly, limite to tic lengîli of time that any car can listen to
music, as tîcre are limite to thc capabilitieg of the eye for enjoying
pictures witliout fatigue ; but, witbin these limite any one who cen com-.
plain of monotony should cesse to le considered musical et sîl. Ticre are


