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CHRISTMAS. THE ETHICS 0F CUSTOMS DUTIES. Ç
It has been declared that it svas a good thing that Christmnas %vas instituted

by Providence in the wsinter, for the thouIghtS of the holy season stirrcd the Anepeso foiinhsbc nvtdb h dtro hsjunl on
hearts of the friends of the poor, and manv were aided in the cold, and frost, 1 the relative ruerits of spccific and ad zia/or-eii dulties, and the answcrs ivhjch N~have corne to baud have tnken the matter at once and fullY into the ivorld of ~and snow, wvho else hiad been friendiess and unhelî>ed. Th'iis, lîowcver, %vould )SOS.Ta vs1 eepce o uicsmnqientrlylo
flot hold good the wvorid over. 'Ihcîe are other Christian Christrnascs Ilerca I ta a bus~iness question, just as, the politician regards it as a question otue ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t 1os beef anbh ir udn r ae nari'unnrdy hr rs h est înethodN for coilectillg revenue. But l)cfore those opinions are lmblsbedaud snowv arc unknoin ; indccd, in Jud.ea, %vhere the event took place that wc t îoa hecl o<I h teto ftepblct lefntta tiaIi
commemorate with sr) iuch joy, sncb a %vinter as ours is unknown, a'lîbou>'hI ] ina hewi ofl h teto ftepulct h atta leehcl
the %%-inter of the year Nature secrns to snatch a short repose front tlec qî'ick, ast of mucb tifnot of caore, importad th th polit al othe comierlconstant, ever-pressing work wîith ivhich site busies lierseif. And "'hile >D seto tî hn.Wccno for oju o ralatnde aild he cosidearthi lies locked in cold, and the w~ater s ire li a frozen siccp ; while ail that Nv at on 1 the con îrarv. it shouild corne fir, ýt. ond ail Jel ito'hul earc

or te cttl tha sutai ushaveto at orne on ofthefarrer' bausamI gainst dishonesty and bc made to i'oî k 'welii the inltciests of- trith andor ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ lsie t1'he istl toa suayi tshvhetnesoto h iiie' ais nflot ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ jLtc offt his ]ads the, sutscihgitelf ybssamb te otnns ob)jeet of eveI v iisi i jvc mca urc "'hici lihas athat the wors lansc rheasuiyners.t is mnlii, tnolf yhis eternat le c'aIofietsard mcriring uj on the cinme;cial ifc: of' the iltoni n shouid bc iii th b ne of tnakinthtuti tn<e honcsî itsev, byll nevak ingts tîx tii irnî ii eeoa firwa as thaar t) anb zn
forms that the mir acle of' the %vorid is apparent. caI bY the-i frimlýl in"rs htcn cd)

Perpietual change, icrmettial destruction and rcnewal bring us the seasons ilahnl of ut ltaws. b Goveuminent ins/ avea ve to ari yas to tueof the ye r and have bruught us this eighltcn hundi cd and seven;y)-eigjltîî pn c eo i f thsi pe Satde II b lu ivrnn î is I iscat to1 itsei wa d b e t e ilaimiiersary of the birth of Chr ist. WXe inay dispute about the atge of the %orld. , Pei t iumeac nyeqîr ' o 'natw 'n ems ai>
but of the Christian era there is no doubt, nor of the importance of time event i-atsed ? 'l'lie question siîould aiso be considered : 1low eal, Ne equlalise iýý
it celebrates. 'Ihere is one behiest preached on that day i wich u' aIl are "'ato 0 as to maei îa pnec ih ut<el i o in on
and xvhich, probably, is more needed oni this Christmas 1)av and in 1ltis sdta a erdîetettpain ofad1 iiu
winter of 1878 than it lias been for nian>' years. 'ihat behiest is Chariîy, or- WVben D)avid sa Id, II ail nien are liars," lic vas in a cyniu'al nîood-it least,
to expiain that inisconceived terni, to turn thc Latinized ivord înt pîainc lie afterwvard owncd that hie wuas hasty at the tinte, anîd it is otily fairt, sstn
Englishi-kinidness to ail men. that iii calmer mioments lie wxould not have made tle assertion1 so siVCeping;

'ihe old couplet, cornforting iii itself lu a people that sacrifices much case but It is easy to conceive of orie repeaîing the sharp woiuls of the old cetîsor in
in he ursti ofcorfor .these days, %%,her) lie secs houv iuîch general deception is practiscîl in ail Our Q>in th puruit o confortcommercial i'orkirtg. Buit the cynie of to-<lay woluld have tu qua lify tephraseChristmis corncs blit once a year1, if forced 10 be riua l i ciiiis o vr mar *s 'o a, h echavwen al oei prial go aplctontaneerir Il 'he accoutut is taken of al] the temptations that happel 10 imenl-of ail the ?>wiil this year, perhaps, haeamr ata plcto hnee thd t ierce competition there is, and of the vailue %vhich is lut uipon l)tosperity iuwas neyer very trtuc. Mid-winter is not more inerry in the abstract than IýIid- tradice-thie marvel is that so mati> abstain front lying. Commuerce is a fruitful "ýbsummer, and no lime in the life of man is free fromn troubule. field for the growing of tares, and soinehow tares'have got 10 bave a corn value tl-'

"There is no househiold, hoive'er befriended, but bias sortie vacant chair," in these timtes. 'lae are flot corn, and they neyer cati li corn, aud the>' cand Christmas memories to sorte are the saddest of aIl], especially w~hen the>' cannot be grouncl int bread for the people, but the>' have chatigcd iii appear- ý
bring recoliecîtons of joys that are past, jollittes that uî'tIl be no more, hopes auce or pîublic opinion bias changed towar<l tlîern. 'l'ie î)roblern for chcthat have been svrecked, honour that is svotnded, and-sorest of all-good Government is how to put a premnium upon rightncss of couduct-or tu lise thenamne that is lost. There ma>' be sorte bright comforts, like the red bernies figure again-it liad better get a revenue frorn corn than fromn tares.
of the holly, lurking amidst the darker foliage, and peeping out pleasaut>' in An ad 7,a/orem duty puts a jîrernium uîiuon dishionesty ; it appeals t0 what -the warmn evening light ; but the symbol ma>' be carried on ;-thcse comiforts ever is lowest iii a mati, anti ta those who are rnost tîîscruttpuous iu the tradin gare seidom unaccompanied hy the rough leaves of iril and poied thortîs of cotnmunity. 0f two mien iu the same trade, one shahl make a fortune and the

th ldbidm Erholye 'otg;wr other make a faiiltire, flot because one lias worked. harder thati the otiier, hiasDuring the past few years thhl edm at-ld e oig onlad more bttsiness tact or perseverence, but because une hias been unscrttptlousout, yet ever uew-has been iu a strange commotion. Men's miuds have been and hias persuaded those who suippl>' him with goods to act in the sainemariner;unsettled. Giaut wsrong scellas more than once 10 have had the best of it ;wîîiîe the other was hontest htmsclf, or had to deal with houest firins. Lt need kzfraud and îreachery have been sutccessful, and seemed ver>' often 10 be the ver>'fo edne htteeaemnwocmuadstcs ytergetqaiis
best steps towards riches, if flot honour. 'The number of people who have that there are men who, b>' abilit>' and perseverance, or good fortune, have andbeen ruined by swindling companies and untrustworthy banks during the past deserve lurospenit>'; but it is eqtîally trtue that there are men wbo miake a living, çýyear is exceeding>' large ; and their case, reduced as the>' have heen from if nta frue u fligadselnIigadseln ri h oencomfort and riches ta sudden povert>', is sad indeed. metf ore,-ont o lying and stealng,-ng and lstelrm u oeoWhile in tbis way the middle class hias especiali>' suffered, the working-class metNfcusbîligadsehn oeIu es

basbee ijurd >' fllig of n eplymet.To aid and proteet thern- For example, there is an ad va/oremn dîîly on svine of 6o cents pier wine >j
selves, the machiner>' of l'rades Unions lias been resorted ta, and this, uised b>' galln ten pibepcase prce is ver 40 cents A d 30t cetpe wine giscs a 'llonunscruipulous men, hias fallen tînder public reprobation. This Cani ou>' becve u îrbs rc sudr4 ens uio vn iscs a'.r

excsedon he roud f igoane as we ma>', perbaps rightîy, suippose that sterling; or sa>' 41 cents Per gallon. If the bîîying pnice cati be reducedi 2 -
sucb men are utter>' bîinded b>' seîf-interest, and ignorant of social and political cents pe aln he dut>' will tue 30 cents instead of 6o cents. A temptationthat surel>'. It wiIl niake a différence Of 32 cents on the gallon, and if it caneconomy. tbe andc areiemyb odciaprta fi antb dnadytagoLet tîs hope that we have seen teworst, adthere aesigns of better beront bc ma 'o bet sid bcheapnrthAn i i iaot b d o ne a gwoodtimes. 'lo bring ail tbings back ta their proper harmon>' will require ver>' 11111e pofit he mae. Cusoms coi e aduen e ivoie hai ber son fard sornspace-for the ali-teemning earth-but for nuan 10 resumne the peaceful tenour of his f beforerthef Cts ofcer, ae ne the ori the prpraser of farnas theprogress we shaîl need lime and patience and mîtch wisdom. l'he faith of the antrs par th ps of il s onered ge one ivic fhor the Custrose affieri andcworld is undergoing a further and wider development; and out of this apparent anohssthe pse of ang th at is , sh ow. the tos aoter ane invoichaos a fairer world will arise. Our present duyis t0 bend otîrselves t0 otîr sashepi
work, 10 keep ottr faith, and 10 show as nuuch liractical chant>' to ail men as we one, wluich makes the anîouîîî Zi i os. od. Suppose sorte merebauts conisent 0

POsibI' cn.'rh coums o ou nwspapers show us how man>' are in want h o that fraud, while some will not, the dislionest ones wiîl dlean>' have a
and 0 tosearond s aid should be given, in spite of différence of opinion, of grea . omrilavnaeoe i oesadwh ctai'ci hand t thoe arond uconscience mbt dollars. l'he Appraiser need hard>' be couînted i0 as a realcreed, or of social rank. factor; for the best of that order who ever looked a butt of wine in the face Ff'lrue chant>' is neyer ont of place or ot Of lime. It is more than ever cotild neyer sa>' that two cents per gallon should, he acided 10 thie price.needed when there is a discordant jangliug of teachers, a noise of man>' voices,

Inuch doubt, disîress, and little certaint>', as there is aI the close of Ibis eventfül It na>' hec said that Govennent canr.ot go upon the asstption that l"ail
men ir iars ý-that sometluîng must be put dosvn t0 the credit of comnion andCharditasis secial> ant Enois c878om and is kept b>' Englishmen the general honest>'. Yes ; bîtt Goveruiment must acknowledge that at least somnemen are liars, and shotild be carefui not to put an>' advantage withiri theirwide world over:-Weee reaclu ; should be careftil even not 10 put temptation in their way. It is always

An Eglih heru xisî todo ad drebetter ta make a wrong thing a liard thîing.
WVhere, amnid Afrnc saiids, the lion mars, Lt cannot be said thaî a specifle dtîty would remove ever>' objectionabie
Whcre endless winter chains the silent shores, feature ln tlîwkie ofour customs duties ; those gross tmttost ejr

d cA isets rigt, wtil nolonger exist, but stili there woîîld be mucu to cotiplain of. NoWVhere Bram's themes otpin goiggt political ecotioriiuts have yet bit tîpon a perfect scheme of taxation, aîîd th,Wher Brhmas tnipes icel inglovin liht-most sanguine believer in the progress of the race wîil coîîfess that the tnuchWhere swift St. Lawrence flows towards the main, desired tlîing is flot >'et ta be seen above the horizon ; ail that we cati do O
'T*wixt fertile banks which smile with golden grain- meantime is ta adopt and practise that method wlîicb lias least of evil in it.
In every spot whîere England's sons may roamn, And a specifle dt seems ta give that resuit. There is onîy ane objection taDean Christmas-tide sti11 speahus t0 themn of Home. be urged against ir,-an objection which is fatal in the estimation of man>' mast

Christmas-tide forms a bnighî endearing link b etween the old and the new estimable people-that it would have tlie ver>' obviotîs effeet of making the
Year, and il is pleasant ta tinge the sad memaries il must wake in man>' a breast man>' poor pa>' an equal dut>' with the few rich-baî those svho cati oui>' afford
with the divine precepts that >'ield consolation and innate joy, even ta the iow- cheap articles would bave ta pa>' the same dut>' as those wbo cati afford ta give
liest of the low. And 50 we wish ail a Merr>' Christmas. Whatever eye ma>' a higher price for better goods. The argument is good 50 far as tt goes, but
faîl on Ibis, ma>' il be bright with the strength of new determination-the set that is flot far; for on the whole it is rather sentimental than real.
wish and will 10 do good, and ta live the brave, honesl, and bold lite of the good, No anc in this democratic age would la>' an uinfair share of the public
useful man or woman. Ma>' the>' be happy' and good. The>' are sure lo be the burden upon the worlciig classes ; and so an>'thing that has the appearance, or
first, if the>' take care la be the lasI. Gloom ma>' be around us, but there is the suspicion, of doing that would be denounced aI once. And it must be con-
light aI home. The season reminds us of the most graciaus promises, and the fessed that the appearance of a speciflc dut>' is ail against it. Why shouîd theMostlibeal hpe.poor man, who can 001>' bu>' cheap tea, and a little at tlîat, &c. &c. ? Yes,
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