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my amiable cousin goes on te prophesy, and daclares that when 1
grow up 1 shall ili-treat my dautgliter, and preach dlown ber heart,
whatever that menus, and obligingly recommends me to perish in
rny self.centampt. Then hae intimâtes that hie is perfeotly ashained
of himself, not, for his abominable behiaviour, but for having
Illoved se slight a thing II as me, forsooth-the young inip ! But,
no matter; he wviIl go andi console hinisoif with sortie nasty black
woman.. As hie abandons- this intention almost as soon as it has
been formed, I think he weuld have spared this lest insuit if he
had had any purpose in his niind except to mortîfy me!

the laut thing I want te sayabout my nîodest and citivalrous,
relative is in reference to a matter which. is flot stated very ex-
plioitly in the ballad itself-and that is, how it camne te ba writ-
ten. It will be ramernbered. that hie wrote it on ravisiting
Looksley, and that ho did not corne aone. IlConiradesleave me
liera a little, while as* yet 'tis early morn."- It wion enrly morfi:
it vas 3.45 a.m., and'they ware aIl on their way home frem a
subscription dance, following a local cricket Match. My cousin
speaks of the others as IImy gay cempanions." IlMy merry [or,
still botter mellow] companions"I would flot have scanned 50
well, but te Manty minds it would have conveyed, the poet's mena-
ing with greatar accuracy.. They were excessively merry, and
thay had a Ilbugle-bora "-1 should have called it a Frenoh-horn-
and the noise thtat they' made Ilseunding '" upen it as they clattered
up and dlown the rond in their drag outsida the park gates, while
their companion, preppcd agiinst a tree, poured. out, his maudli
verses, kept us ail awake until it was pretty late morn. But of
course we did net. know tiUl afterwards thnt they had corne with
my cousin, or what that inganuious lad vas doing under cover of
their reinerseless tooting.-The Bookmart.

EDUC42!JONAL N~OT.ES.
ON ail the attempts of Ontario te develop a systein of educa-

tion, the grat clog is Brag. We vie with the schools of Britain,
of Germany and of the United> States for the sake of Brsg. We
maIre pratentiously ostentatious displnys at Lendon. and Phila-
delpîtia, simply because we vaut te Brag. The programmes for
High and Public Scools are pedantically voluminous because
dictated hy n spirit of Brag. Our Normal SchooIs flourish on
Brag, and on nothing (or very little) but Brag. ]3rag tinctures
the management of may Collegiate Institutes, High Schools and
Modal Schools, and the newly-organized. Training Institutes are
largely besed on Brag. The present Minister of Education is net
to blâme for the establishment of the Brag systeni, but hae is
blamawortby for its contînuance by direct encouragement. The
best teachers in thce Province are painfully conscious that things
educational are not what t4ey seeni. Many of those who ara net
the bast are deeply impressed with a similar belief, and the othars,
Who probnbly form the majority, have neyer givan the subject nny
attention.

ONE of the Most promising signa in connectien with our eleman-
tary educational nffaire la the wholasale plucking that took place.
racently in the examination of candidates for first-class certificates,
at Xingston, Hamilton,.Gualph and Strathroy. Hitherto, thosa
who %vent up for the final ordeal seemed te regard the probabil-
ities of failura as hardly worth taking inte accounit. Should

proper discrimination continue te be emp]oyad at the Training
Ititutas the tinte will coma ail the more speedily when holders

of first-class certificates may be ragardaci as lirst-class teachars.
MR. MACKINTOSH, for several years second master in the Pro-

vincial Modal School, bas been appointed te the principalshîp of
that -institution. There is every ressort to believe that lia wil
aim te maire the sohool true te its nane. Ha will doubtiess ba
ably secoindad by Mr. Murray, who taras* the second mastership,
and 'who is aiso a gentleman of long experience aîîd souîîd judg-
ment. It would net be easy te find two botter men.

' IF thara is any truth lu the rumeur that our Sovaraign Lady
Queen Victoria purposes to signaliza haer jubilee by confarring
knighthood and perhaps a few highier titlas upoîl oe or two
thousand of ber colonial dlignitaries, it ýis high time for the dame-
çiatic good. sensa of our people te assert, itsalf by humble petition,

craving thnt Canada, at ail avants, may flot have to suifer heom
any such iniliction. We have, had qaite enougb of that sort of
tbing, and wban wa taIra into account. that men lika Gladstone,
Bright and Chamberlain in, the old land, and Blrown, Mackenzie
and BlaIre in our own country, hava rafused te accept the titular
bauble,- wa have one good reason at our comnmand. But wa have
many more, as- every intelligent Canadian knows, and it will ba a
matter of ne difficulty to put thesa in th. formn of an earnest
prayer, te ha laid at the foot of thé throne. At first sight this
may net appear te ha an aducatienal nota, but lookr nt it again.

THE Minutes and Proceedings of the 26th Annual Convention
of the Ontario Teachers'Association, hald August , 1Oth, 11 th and
12th, 1886, hîave just bava issucd. Many of the papers rend ara
excellent. That of Mr. D. C. McHanry, M. A., on Prizés and
Scholarsbips, is parhaps the Most tbougbtful and suggestive, the
writer being ne friand te the prize systen. Dr. Dawart's paper oit
Education and Progress betrays ne incIr of trust in Providence
and humanity. Ha bas ne faith il "theorists and bebbyists, wbe
axaggerate existing. evils," and declaras bis finti balief thnt the
"world. ineves ouvard, upward, haavenward, slowly but surely."

LITR4Y NOTES.
THE countless admirars of Herbert Spencer îvill be glad te hear.

that bis haalth is completaly restorad, and that a new work: frein
his pan, enlarged from articles which hava already appenred, is
nov in the press. Its titlai la "Factors of Organio Evolutien,"'
and it is said te contain sente altegether novaI ideas on the sub-
ject o? the enigin o? spocies.

WB hava recaived a cepy of Parts II. and I11[. of the Spacial
Report of the Bureau o? Education cenvaned nt New Orleans two
yaars age, ni connexion with the World's Industrial and Cotton
Centennial Exposition. Thase parts contain a numbar of inter-
esting papers on subjeots reating te education in this Province,
concerning which va mny probnbly have somathing te say in a
future niutber.

THE twe volumes of Hayward's Correspondence, recently pub.
lished ia London, are full of iuteresting natter baning upen the
politîcs nd literature o? the lest bal? century. One of the o<ldest
thinga in them is an înquiry made by Macvey Napier about
Thackeray, in 1845. At that date Mr. Napier vas editer of the
Edinburgi .Review, Jýe wbiohi peniodical Hayward wvas *a centribu.
ter. IlWill you tell me," writes Napier, Ilconfidentially, ef course,
whethar you know anything of a Mr. Thackeray, about whom
Longman bas written me, thinking hae would ha a'good hand for
light articles ? Ha says that this Mr. Thackeray is oe of the hast
writers in Puncl&." A Mr. Thackeray is good, censidering that hae
had al raady given te the venld Bar-ry Lytndon, the Greae .Eogarty
Diamond, and a score of nîluer sketches whierein aIl the venld can
nov recognize the band o? a man.o? genius.

THE fourtb volume of the *Nmatve and Critical llistory of
Amatie-sc, edited b>' Mr. Justin Winsor, librarian of Harvard Uni.
versity, is new in prodess o? deliver>' te Toronto subsoribers. The
chapters on Jacques Cartier and bis successors, Champlain,
Acadia, the Jesuit Relations, and Frontenac and bis Times are e?
spacial intarest te Canadian readers.. The last-namad is written
by Mr. George Stewvart, jr., o? Quebec, vhose wrîtiogs are vyidaI>'
known in this country. Mn. Stewart bas never dont) botter werk
than in thia volume, and ha is te be centgratulatad upon bis shane
in the production of the most notewertby saries of bistoprical writ-
inga that have aven been issued ont thsis continent, W0 hope aee
long te refen at semae length te the specinîlly characterîstie fatures
o? ibis pasorthy anterprise. Meanwbile it will be.sufficient
te Say that th. possession of aIl the other histories of An.ierica
froin the earliest sattiemant o? the continent clown te the present
day viii not7compensate for the absence ef this all-compreliending
work. Nobody whîo is unfamiliar with its pages cati prul>' say
that ha bas studied the subjeot clewn te the latest davelepmatnts o?
Amenican scbeîarship.

To say tlînt the servanit-girl question presents oe of the mest
perplexing problems which yul hava te ba solved in the net dis-


