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THE. FIRST CENTURY 0P THE CHRISTIAN

ERA.

IT Wa amid the members of a social system finis éon-
stituted that the. christian teacher had té teach, thé Iibéttf'
of thé gosjýe1, and the. équality ôf ail mèén before Gid: he

had to anucunce that the siaývé was not less than hus m
'ter in the siàht, of t-he feity ; - had -equal duties to per-
forni, eqiial -rewards to hope for ; -thàt wornaîi veèry
geù:exauly degraded to à méré tJ&ing, was an intelleètittl
being, a&ccountabi-e before ie r Creàtol, foi thé rational soul
bestowed on héèr§"ihieh ne bônda:ge coüld éxtinguigh :-

aiid tha:tc'hildreh, wh, ix the inost antient etates, *;re
mere chatte%~ of thé éther) liable to be sold tô pày his
debts or supply is nee3s, wère, tix especial favdrited of
the. Deity, and thé xnàdel on whioh the ichdstiÈt*u wu to
formn his ow» character. It was a. dimoiuit task to maire
this doctine palatablè to tbé dominant poitidh -of society,
voL. xiNO 1, 21


